The condensed version is that Calvinism is not a separate religion.  There are Calvinist Baptist, Calvinist Presbyterians.  We take the whole of the Bible, not just the part that the Churches have decided to Preach.  We study the Holy Bible, as we are Commanded to do so. There is not really a condensed version, but I'll try to give you an overview.

2 Timothy 2:15 
15Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

The Apostle Paul declared he had not shunned to declare the whole counsel, all the counsel of God, not just the parts the Churches have decided to Preach.

Acts 20:27 
27For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.

Note:  Martin Luther started the break from the Roman Catholic "church," but as he was a "Priest" of that system, he could not break far enough away.  John Calvin was not a Priest, and thus separated completely from the error of the Roman Catholic system.

Calvinist teach, as does the Holy Bible, that man has no ability to come to God.  God must do His work in man, and Call man to Himself.  The Churches today teach the exact opposite, which the Holy Bible does not declare, in that man can come to God by his own will.  Oddly enough, even Martin Luther said that man has no ability to come to God by man's own will.  God the Father MUST draw a man, else the man cannot come to God.


John 6:44 
44No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.


The five points therefore function as a summary of the differences between Calvinists and Arminians on the Doctrines in question, but not as a complete summation of Calvinist theology. In English, they are sometimes referred to by the acronym TULIP (see below), though this puts them in a different order from the Canons of Dort.

The central assertion of these canons is that God saves every person upon whom He shows His Mercy, and that His efforts are not frustrated by the unrighteousness or inability of humans.

Romans 9:15-16
15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.

16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.

John 1:12-13

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

Note:  "But as many as received him, . . ."  The Churches teach this is the will of man, and that man by his own will receives the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  This then causes a conflict in Scripture.  Rather, this is a passive receiving, something done to a man by God.  Example, he received a deadly wound.  The man in this example, by his own will didn't decide to be killed, but was killed by receiving (contrary to his own will) what was done to him.  Who receives him, not by their own will by by God's?  ". . . even to them that believe on his name: . . ."  Another passive RECEIVED example, Matthew 19:16-26, something done to them.

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

Acts 2:46-47
46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,

47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.
Acts 13:48
48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.
TULIP
"Total depravity," also called "total inability," asserts that as a consequence of the fall of man into sin, every person is enslaved to sin. People are not by nature inclined to love God but rather to serve their own interests and to reject the rule of God. Even in a perfect world, the Garden of Eden, given a choice, man always chooses self over God.  Thus, all people by their own faculties are morally unable to choose to follow God and be Saved because they are unwilling to do so out of the necessity of their own natures. (The term "total" in this context refers to sin affecting every part of a person the mind, body, soul, and will, not that every person is as evil as they could be). This Doctrine is derived from Augustine's explanation of Original Sin.

1.) T -- Total depravity. It doesn't mean people are as bad as they can be. It means that sin is in every part of one's being, including the mind and will, so that a man cannot save himself by action nor deed, therefore only by Grace can a man be right with a just and Holy God. (Jeremiah 17:9-10, John 1:12-14, Romans 3:10-18, 2 Corinthians 4:3-4, Ephesians 2:1-2, Genesis 6:5-8.)

2.) U -- Unconditional Election. God chooses to save people unconditionally; that is, they are NOT Chosen on the basis of their own merit. God did this before He created the world, calling them the Elect. (Ephesians 1:4-14, Ephesians 2:8-9, Acts 2:47, Acts 13:48, 1 Peter 1:1-9, Romans 11:4-6, 2 Peter 1:1-12, Revelation 13:8;17:8, John 6:37, John 6:44, John 10:16, John 15:16, Romans 8:29-30.)

(3.) L -- Limited atonement. The sacrifice of Christ on the Cross at Calvary was for the purpose of saving the Elect only, called True Worshipers by the Lord Jesus Christ. (Matthew 20:28, Matthew 22:14, Matthew 26:28, Mark 10:45, Mark 14:24, Luke 13:24, John 4:20-26, John 10:15, John 17:8-10;15-21, 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew 20:28, Matthew 22:14, Matthew 26:28, Mark 10:45, Mark 14:24, Luke 13:24, John 4:20-26, John 10:15, John 17:8-10;15-21, Luke 19:10,Acts 2:47, Acts 13:48, Romans 3:25-27&version=KJV"
Luke 19:10,Acts 2:47, Acts 13:48, Romans 3:25-27.) 

(4.) I -- Irresistible Grace. Those God has Chosen to save, He will save. (John 1:12-14, John 17:9-26, Matthew 24:21-22, Mark 13:19-20.)

(5.) P -- Perseverance of the Saints. Those people God had Chosen cannot lose their Salvation for they did nothing for it whatsoever, Grace alone (Philippians 1:6); They will continue to believe. If they fall away or backslide, it will be only for a time. Once Saved, always Saved, as man does nothing at all, nor could do nothing to be right with God. Grace alone. Ephesians 2:8-9, because it is not by the will of man that we are Saved, but by God's Grace alone, John 1:12-14. The Father gave to the Lord Jesus Christ all that will believe, before the foundation of the world (John 17:2). (The Elect's inheritance in Heaven is secured, as they have a Reservation. (Ephesians 1:11-12, 1 Peter 1:3-5; John 6:43-48, John 6:39, John 10:28-30, Romans 8:38-39, Ephesians 1:11-14).


Most objections to and attacks on Calvinism focus on the "Five points of Calvinism," also called the Doctrines of Grace, shown here as TULIP which are a point-by-point response to the five points of the Arminian Remonstrance. 



Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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