1 Peter 3:18-22

18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:

19 By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison;

20 Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.

21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

Note:  Baptism was a like figure of the Ark, which the water did NOT save, but faith in God's Word held by a good conscience toward God saved Noah and his family.

22 Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him.


Verse 21:  A proportional applying of the former example, of Noah where God's Chosen were saved by water, to the time which followed the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth: for the preservation of Noah in the waters, was but a figure of our Baptism, not as though the material water of Baptism shows us, as those waters which bare up the Ark saved Noah, but because of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth with His inward virtue having paid the price for our sins, which the outward Baptism shadows, preserves us being washed, so that we may call upon God with a good conscience, in that in our Salvation, a man's conscience being sanctified by the Word of God, may freely call upon God.  That same virtue, by which the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth rose again, and now being carried up into Heaven has received all power, does at this day defend and preserve us.

As the Ark was God's Ordinance (God's Command), and not man's invention, so is Baptism, it is of Heaven, and not of men; and as the Ark, while it was preparing, was the scorn and derision of men, so is this Ordinance (God's Command) of the Gospel; it was rejected with disdain by the Scribes and Pharisees, as it still is by many Jews today.  As the Ark, when Noah and his family were shut up in it by God, represented a burial, and they seemed, as it were, to be buried in it, it was a lively "emblem of Baptism," -- which is expressed by a burial:

Romans 6:4

4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.


Note:  Also, as they in the Ark had the great deep broke up under them which raised them above the destruction of the flood, and the windows of Heaven opened over them, pouring out waters upon them and bringing destruction from above, they were, as it were, immersed in, and were covered with water above, below and tossed two and fro with the waves crashing against the Ark, this fitly figured baptism by immersion; nor were there any but adult persons that entered into the Ark, nor should any be Baptized but Adult Born Again Believers; to which may be added, that as the one saved by water, so does the other; for it is water Baptism which is here designed, which John the Baptist practiced for the remission of sin, that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth gave a Commission for, and His Apostles and Disciples administered.  This must be spoken, though, in that water Baptism saves NOT as a cause, for it has no causal influence on, nor is it essential to a man's Salvation. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth ALONE only is the cause and author of Eternal Salvation; and as those only that were in the ark were saved by water, so those only that are in Christ, and that are baptized into Christ, and into his death, are saved by baptism; not everyone that is baptized, for we have all sorts who Baptize, including non-Christian "religions," but ONLY "he that believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved:



Mark 16:16
16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

Note:  Baptism is not the putting away of the filth of the flesh; the design of it is not to take off the sordid flesh, as circumcision did; nor in a ceremonious way, outwardly, to sanctify to the purifying of the flesh, as the Jewish baptisms did:


Hebrews 9:8-28

8 The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing:

9 Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience;

10 Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation.

11 But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;

12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.

13 For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:

14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.

16 For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.

17 For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth.

18 Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without blood.

19 For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the people,

20 Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you.

21 Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry.

22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.

23 It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.

24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us:

25 Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others;

26 For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.

27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:

28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.


Note:  Nor does Baptism take away either original or actual sin; this only the Blood of the Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone can do; and it is not a mere external cleansing of the body:  but the answer of a good conscience towards God.
 " . . . but the answer of a good conscience towards God."  Which can be understood as "the interrogation of a good conscience" referring to the interrogations that used to be put to those who desired Baptism; as, "Dost thou renounce satan? Dost thou believe in the Lord Jesus Christ alone for your Salvation?
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Acts 8:36-40

36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?

37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.

39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.

40 But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea.



Note:  Baptism does certainly lay an obligation on men to walk in newness of life:


Romans 6:4
4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

Note:  " . . . but the answer of a good conscience towards God."  This is the confessing God with a pure conscience; for, to Baptism, the profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone, and of the Doctrine of the Lord Jesus Christ in a pure conscience, is requisite; and in Baptism persons make this as a public confession towards God in their faith in and by the Only Begotten Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ alone for their Salvation, and openly "put on Christ" before men in this public confession towards God: the sense seems plainly this; that then as Baptism is rightly performed, and its end answered, when a person, conscious to himself is of its being an ordinance of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and of a man's duty to submit to it, and he does such in a public confession of faith with a good conscience toward God, and upon profession of his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, in obedience to Christ Jesus' Command, and "with" a view to His Glory; in doing which he discharges and Commands, again having a good conscience towards God: and being thus performed, it saves.  Not the act of Baptism.  The act of Baptism could not save, but a good conscience toward God believing in his Only Begotten Son for a man's ONLY avenue to God by the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth; being a means of leading the faith of the Baptized person, to the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, for pardon and cleansing, so to the resurrection of Christ, to justification:

Acts 2:38
38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Moreover, the sense of this passage is, that Baptism is a like figure as the Ark of Noah was; that as the entrance of Noah and his family into the Ark was an emblem of their yet to be burial, so their coming out of it was a figure of the resurrection; and just such a figure is Baptism, performed by immersion, both of the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth from the dead, and of the resurrection of Saints to walk in newness of life. 

1 Corinthians 10:1-2
10 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea;

2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea;

1 Corinthians 10:5
5 But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness.

Note:  Therefore, the baptism by both the cloud of God, and in the sea, did not save ALL that were Baptized, but those whom God was well pleased -- by faith . . .  Water saved Noah not of itself, but by sustaining the Ark built in faith, resting on God's Word: it was to him the sign and mean of a kind of regeneration, of the earth.

Hebrews 11:7
7By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.

Note:  The flood was for Noah a Baptism, as the passage through the Red Sea was for the Israelites; by Baptism in the flood Noah and his family were transferred from the old world to the new: from immediate destruction to lengthened probation; from the companionship of the wicked to Communion with God; from the severing of all bonds between the creature and the Creator to the privileges of the Covenant.  So then, we by spiritual Baptism which is done by FAITH, faith in the Only Begotten Son of God.  As it is not the Blood of the Lamb, and Saint Louis water that Saves me.  It is simply, the Blood of the Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His RIGHTEOUSNESS that saves me. As there was with Ham who forfeited the privileges of the Covenant, but had entered into this Baptism, so many now.

The antitypical water, namely, Baptism, saves you also not of itself, nor the mere material water, but the Spiritual thing conjoined with it, repentance and faith, of which it is the sign and seal, as the Apostle Peter proceeds explained:

Compare the union of the sign and thing signified,


John 3:5
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.


Ephesians 5:26-27

26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,

27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

Note:  Ephesians 5:26, the word washing means:  to bathe or to wash a dead person, washing in order to cleanse blood out of wounds.



Titus 3:5-6
5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

Note:  Baptism is a Command, a Commission given, which is a work to be done.  It is not by works of righteousness which we have done . . .




Hebrews 10:22
22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

Note:  Pure above in Hebrews 10:22 in the Greek means:

Physically:   purified by fire, in a similitude, like a vine cleansed by pruning and so fitted to bear fruit. 
 
In a Levitical sense:   clean, the use of which is not forbidden, imparts no uncleanness 

Ethically:   free from corrupt desire, from sin and guilt, free from every admixture of what is false, sincere genuine, held blameless, innocent unstained with the guilt of anything.




1 John 5:6
6 This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.

Note:  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth came by water and blood, here the -"flesh" bears the emphasis. "Not the putting away of the filth of the flesh" (as is done by a mere water Baptism, unaccompanied with the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, which is Uncircumcision:


Ephesians 2:10-17

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;

12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:

13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.

14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;

15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;

16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:

17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.


It is the Ark (which is represented by the Holy Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and His Spirit-filled Church), not the water, which is the instrument of man's Salvation: the water only flowed round the Ark; so not the mere water Baptism, but the water when accompanied with the indwelling Holy Spirit of a man's right conscious with God, . . . but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) 



1 Peter 3:21-22
21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

Note:  Baptism was a like figure of the Ark, which the water did NOT save, but faith in God's Word held by a good conscience toward God saved Noah and his family.

22 Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him.


Note:  Therefore,  " . . . by the resurrection of Jesus;"--joined with "saves you" in so far as Baptism applies to us, in that is follows the Power of the Lord Jesus Christ's resurrection. As the Lord Jesus Christ's death unto sin is the source of the Born Again Believer's death unto, and so deliverance from, sin's penalty and power (not that he is without sin, but delivered from sin's penalty and the power of sin to completely control a non-believer); so the Lord Jesus Christ's resurrected life is the source of the Born Again Believer's new spiritual life by faith which God counts as a man's righteousness, not an act (work) a man has done, nor can do.



Matthew 3:6
6And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.
Note:  Acknowledging, confessing aloud that they were Saved only by free remission and forgiveness of their sins by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone.  In Baptism itself there is a tacit confession and acknowledgment of sin, for it represents the sufferings and death of the Lord Jesus Christ for sin, into which persons are Baptized, and profess to be dead to sin thereby.  Also, in Baptism represents the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ for a Born Again Believer's justification from sin, which obliges the Baptized person to walk in newness of life.  The acknowledgment of sin, and then repentance, are prescribed as conditions of pardon.  Baptism which was done publicly, was a public confession of one's sinfulness, publicly declaring to all one needing a Savior, that being the Lord Jesus Christ alone, and desiring then to repentance to turn from one's sin, to follow Christ Jesus.  "confessing their sins": which was a sign of repentance highly requisite among the Jews, and necessary for those that were then brought in to the profession of the Gospel; that hereby they might openly profess that they renounced the doctrine of justification by the works of the law. 
" . . . confessing their sins."  Confession of their sins was a sign of repentance highly requisite among the Jews, and necessary for those that were then brought in to the profession of  the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as Savior.  They openly confessed that hereby they might profess that they had renounced their false “Doctrine of justification by the works of the Law”. 
It is worthy of observing here also that John the Baptist said NOT, ". . . Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." which the Lord Jesus Christ's did, Matthew 4:17, (and yet John the Baptist Preached the Gospel, Mark 1:1-2; John 1:6-7).  John the Baptist's Office, chiefly, was to make the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth known as the Messiah, God's Christ, Who when Christ Jesus should come was to be the Great Shepherd and the Preacher of the Gospel. 


Matthew 10:32
32Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.

Mark 1:5
5And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins.

Luke 12:8
8Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God:


Acts 19:17-19

17 And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.

18 And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds.

19 Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.



Romans 10:9
9That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

10  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.


Romans 14:11-12

11 For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.

12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.



Titus 3:5-7

5Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.


Acts 15:9
9And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.


Acts 26:18
18To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.

Romans 1:17
17For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

Romans 3:22
22Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:

Romans 3:28
28Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.

Romans 3:30
30Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith.


Romans 5:1-2

1Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:

2By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.




Romans 9:32
32Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone;


Romans 11:20
20Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear:

2 Corinthians 1:24
24Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand.

2 Corinthians 5:7
7(For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

Galatians 3:11
11But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith.

Galatians 3:22
22But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.

Galatians 3:24
24Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.

Galatians 3:26
36For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.

Galatians 5:5
5For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.

Ephesians 3:17
17That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,

Philippians 3:9
9And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:

Hebrews 10:38
38Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.



Hebrews 11:4
4By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.

Hebrews 11:5
5By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.


Hebrews 11:7-8

7By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.

8By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.

9By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:


Hebrews 11:17
17By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,


Hebrews 11:20-24

20By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.

21By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff.

22By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones.

23By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king's commandment.

24By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter;

Hebrews 11:27
27By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.


Hebrews 11:29-31

29By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days.

31By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace.


James 2:24
24Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.



Titus 3:5-7
5Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.


Note:  The remainder from here until the end was copied from my Sermon Notes, http://www.alemattec.com/Obama HUSSEIN Barack, Islam, his satanic wicca history, Mitt Romney and the 'pope of America' . . . .doc

Since then, Churches of Christ have maintained an ongoing commitment to church governance that is congregational only, rather than denominational. Churches of Christ purposefully have no central headquarters, councils, or other organizational structure above the local church level.

The teaching that "salvation coming by grace through faith at immersion into Christ" by the Church of Christ is the only New Testament example for Christians to follow today, is viewed by many groups, particularly Calvinist, as too similar to a "salvation by works" rather than salvation by faith alone.

Note:  Let's see what the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible has to say about this, as it says Salvation is by Grace alone, in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone, by Faith alone, not of works . . .
Ephesians 2:8-10
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
Galatians 3:23-27

23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed.

24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.

25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.

26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.

27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Note:  Using the words "many of you", have been baptized, as opposed to circumcision, which the false apostles, false brethren, who came into the early Church as spies taught was necessary, and have put on Christ, as it were a putting on the Lord Jesus Christ's of Nazareth righteousness as a garment, not their own righteousness or perceived righteousness, and be covered with Him, that that they may be thoroughly Holy, and without blame before God the Father.


Genesis 15:1
1 After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.

Note:  The Word of the Lord, that is the Lord of Hosts as his Lord, his Head, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, came to Abram declaring that, I AM (they shield,) and they exceeding great reward.




Additionally, King David who wrote Psalm 28, spoke the same thing, concerning the Word of the Lord, that is the Lord of Hosts as his Lord, his Head, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.:

Psalm 28: 1-9
1 Unto thee will I cry, O Lord my rock; be not silent to me: lest, if thou be silent to me, I become like them that go down into the pit.

2 Hear the voice of my supplications, when I cry unto thee, when I lift up my hands toward thy holy oracle.

3 Draw me not away with the wicked, and with the workers of iniquity, which speak peace to their neighbours, but mischief is in their hearts.

4 Give them according to their deeds, and according to the wickedness of their endeavours: give them after the work of their hands; render to them their desert.

5 Because they regard not the works of the Lord, nor the operation of his hands, he shall destroy them, and not build them up.

6 Blessed be the Lord, because he hath heard the voice of my supplications.

7 The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in him, and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and with my song will I praise him.

8 The Lord is their strength, and he is the saving strength of his anointed.

9 Save thy people, and bless thine inheritance: feed them also, and lift them up for ever.



Romans 4:1-3

1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found?

2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God.

3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.

Note:  Abraham believed God; God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was the object of Abraham's faith and his trust were not in his riches, nor in his own righteousness, but in Jehovah, the Son of God, the second person in the Trinity, Genesis 15:1, "the Word of the Lord," the essential Word of God, and called his "shield," and "exceeding great reward"; characters which are very applicable to Christ: and this faith of his in the Lord was not a mere assent to the promise of God, but a fiducial act of faith in him; and was not merely concerned with temporal, but with spiritual things, and particularly about the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth the promised Seed:  and, it was counted to him for righteousness, the meaning of which is not, that Abraham imputed righteousness to God, or celebrated his righteousness and faithfulness, as some; or that the world reckoned Abraham a righteous person, as others; but that God reckoned him righteous, or imputed it to him for righteousness: and the question is, what the it is which was counted to him for righteousness? It is to be understood, concerning Abrams (Abrahams) "faith," for this is expressly said by the Apostle Paul in:

Romans 4:9
9 Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness.


Note:  The counting of Abraham's faith as his righteousness, being made right with God, we see that same counting of righteousness is made to all who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone for their Salvation; it remains then that it was the promised Seed, the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth and His righteousness, which Abraham, by faith, looked unto, and believed in, that was made unto him righteousness by imputation. Now, since so great and good a man as Abraham was not justified by works, but by faith in the righteousness of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone, it follows, that none of his sons, nor any other person whatever, ought to seek for, or expect to be justified in any other way.  Therefore see Romans 4:23-25 directly below:


Romans 4:15-25

15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression.

16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,

17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.

18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be.

19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb:

20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;

21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.

22 And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.

23 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him;

24 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead;

25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.


Note:  Does the Apostle James differ from the Apostle Paul on works?  Faith alone, or works plus faith?


James 2:23-26

23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.

24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.

25 Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way?

26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.


Note:  The True Worshiper, one Born Again, the Elect of God is Called with en effectual Calling, disposed to work for God; the man that has the Holy Spirit of God is made capable of working out his own Salvation, and in the whole process to Glorify God.  He that has the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and strength from Him, can work well; he that believes in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, works in a right way.  In that he that loves the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, works freely, and from a right principle; in that he that has the Lord Jesus Christ's Glory in view, works to a right end to glorify the Son of God in all things, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  

However, if the worker here, is one that works upon nature's principles, and with selfish views; one that works in his own strength of nature, trusting to, and glorying in what he does; seeking righteousness by his own work, and in his working, working toward and for Eternal Life and Salvation by his work, he has failed and is then under the Law. Now let it be supposed, that such a worker not only thinks he does, but if it could be, really does all the Works of the Law, yields a perfect obedience to it; what is the reward that is, and will be reckoned to him? There is no reward due to the creature's work, though ever so perfect, arising front any desert or dignity in itself.

God may promise a reward to encourage to obedience, as He does in His Law, which is not Eternal Life; for that is the free gift of God -- Grace alone, and is only brought to light in the Gospel; and though Heaven is called a reward, yet not received by man's obedience, but by the Lord Jesus Christ's of Nazareth alone.  A man trying to admit himself to Heaven by believing Heaven to be itself the reward promised to the worker, in what manner must that be reckoned to him?  By his work?  Not of Grace?  Grace and works can never agree together; for if the reward is reckoned for the man's works, then it is not of God Grace, "otherwise work is no more work,":


Romans 11:6
6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.

Note:  If it is of by God's Grace alone, then his Salvation is not for his works, "otherwise grace is no more grace," 
Again, Romans 11:6, directly above.

It remains therefore, that if it is reckoned for his works, it must be of debt: it must be his due, as wages are to an hireling. Now this was not Abraham's case, which must have been, had he been justified by works; he had a reward reckoned to him, and accounted his, which was God himself, "I am thy shield, and exceeding, great reward," Genesis 15:1; which must be reckoned to him, not of debt, but of God's Grace alone; wherefore it follows, that Abram (Abraham) was justified, not by works, but by the Grace of God imputed to him; that which his faith believed in Jehovah God, the Lord of Hosts, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, for Abram's (Abrahams's) righteousness. The distinction of a reward of Grace, and of debt, was well known to the Jews; the former they say is "a benefit," which is freely of God's Grace alone bestowed on an undeserving person, or one he is not obliged to do anything for whatsoever; the latter, the other, is what is given, "of debt," is required in strict Justice of God's Law based on a man's work under the Law.



Titus 3:5-7
5Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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