Question, do you believe in "closed or open" communion or as we called it "the Lords Supper".........

My answer:


It's the Lord's Supper, not Baptist, Methodist, etc . . .  All Christians are invited to sup (eat) the Lord's Supper.  No, it doesn't actually turned into body and blood.   The Law didn't allow for drinking blood.

Roman Catholic “church” view:

The Council of Trent summarizes the Catholic faith by declaring: "Because Christ our Redeemer said that it was truly his body that he was offering under the species of bread, it has always been the conviction of the Church of God, and this holy Council now declares again, that by the consecration of the bread and wine there takes place a change of the whole substance of the bread into the substance of the body of Christ our Lord and of the whole substance of the wine into the substance of his blood. This change the holy Catholic Church has fittingly and properly called transubstantiation." (Catechism p. 384, paragraph 1376)

Deuteronomy 12:22-24

22Even as the roebuck and the hart is eaten, so thou shalt eat them: the unclean and the clean shall eat of them alike. 

23Only be sure that thou eat not the blood: for the blood is the life; and thou mayest not eat the life with the flesh. 

24Thou shalt not eat it; thou shalt pour it upon the earth as water.

Although Christians are not bound by the Law, and it cannot touch us, the Command for Christians still stands not to drink the blood.  The Jews had been taught of the Law (of Moses) every Sabbath in the synagogues, not to drink blood, but the Gentiles had no such moral law and they did not know that drinking blood was forbidden by God.  This part of the Law was carried forth for Christians, not to drink blood.

Acts 15:19-21

19Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to God: 

20But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood. 

21For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath day.

Acts 15:28-29

28For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things; 

29That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well.

Matthew 26:26-29

26And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. 

27And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; 

28For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 

29But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.


Mark 14:22-25

 22And as they did eat, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and brake it, and gave to them, and said, Take, eat: this is my body. 

23And he took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them: and they all drank of it. 

24And he said unto them, This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many. 

25Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new in the kingdom of God.

John 6:53:56

53Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.


54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.


55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.


56 He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.

It is obvious that from the situation that these words were not meant to be taken literally. How could the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, still present in His own physical body, say that bread and wine were His body and blood? The Lord Jesus Christ had kept the Law perfectly.  Did He now destroy the Law?  

Matthew 5:17

17Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.

The Lord Jesus Christ told them to commemorate His sacrifice and God's New Covenant by using the bread and wine as symbols of His body and blood.

Luke 22
Luke 22:7

7Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the passover must be killed.

The Passover lamb was to be a "male without defect," which is the same description given to  the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, God's anointed. In addition, when the lamb was roasted and eaten, none of its bones were to be broken. 

Psalm 34:20

20He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken.

This fact was also prophesized for the Messiah, whose bones were not to be broken. The Romans, during crucifixion, would often break the leg bones of the person after a few hours in order to hasten their death. The only way a person could breathe when hanging on a cross was to push up with his legs, which was very exhausting. Therefore, by breaking the legs of the one crucified, death followed soon by asphyxiation. This was not to be so with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, as He yielded (Commanded His Spirit to leave).  

Matthew 27:50

50Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.


Note:  Yielded up in the Greek means:  I send away, release, remit, forgive, permit.

It's a military command used in the heat of battle to a messenger that came with an urgent message:  properly, send away; release (discharge).

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth didn't just die of asphyxiation.  He Commanded His Spirit to return Home.

John 10:18

18No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father.


However, when the Romans came to break the legs of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, they did not break His, since He was already dead.   However, the Romans broke the legs of the other two men who was crucified with Him.

1 Corinthians 11:23-29

23For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread: 

24And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. 

25After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, this cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 
26For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come. 

27Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 

28But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 

29For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.

Jeremiah 31:31-33

31Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 

32Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: 

33But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.

Ezekiel 11:19-20

19And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: 

20That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God.

Isaiah 42:6-7

6I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; 

7To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house.

Much of the symbolism of the Lord Jesus Christ's last Passover week is lost to us because we are unaware of the customs of the time. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth came into the city of Jerusalem five days before the lamb was killed in the Temple (which was required by the Law), thus the Lord Jesus Christ came in as the Passover sacrifice for the sins of the people of Israel. Five days before the lamb was to be sacrificed, it was chosen. (The way the Jews keep their calendar). 

Exodus 12:3, 5-6, 8-11, 14-21
 3Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house:

Note:  House is the place of Worship (Temple or Church).  Luke 13:34-35
5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: 

6And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.

Note:  This lamb was keep in the family's house, so they became familiar with it and felt it a part of the family.

8And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. 

9Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast with fire; his head with his legs, and with the purtenance thereof. 

10And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; and that which remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire. 

11And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD's passover.

14And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever. 

15Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall put away leaven out of your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel. 

16And in the first day there shall be an holy convocation, and in the seventh day there shall be an holy convocation to you; no manner of work shall be done in them, save that which every man must eat, that only may be done of you. 

17And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in this selfsame day have I brought your armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in your generations by an ordinance for ever. 

18In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth day of the month at even.


19Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your houses: for whosoever eateth that which is leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or born in the land. 

20Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in all your habitations shall ye eat unleavened bread. 

21Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out and take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the passover.

Note:  This was on the fourteenth day.

Therefore, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth entered Jerusalem, on the day the lamb was to be chosen for the Passover, as the Lamb of God. The tragedy is that the Jews did not understand the significance of this, since they greeted the Lord Jesus Christ with palm branches, and they hailed Him as  a King, shouting "Hosanna," which means "save us." However, they were not looking for a spiritual Savior, they did not recognized the Lord Jesus Christ as God the Son, nor even as the Messiah, but instead as a "political savior" to throw off the Romans. Palm branches were a symbol of freedom and defiance, since Simon Maccabeus had entered Jerusalem and was greeted with that symbolism. What did the Lord Jesus Christ do as a reaction?  We see His reaction was to weep, since He realized that they did not understand God's purpose for sending Him as their Messiah.  Luke 19:35-42
The festival of the Passover meal has been celebrated by the Jews for thousands of years. It is done in remembrance of the great story of how God redeemed the Jewish nation from enslavement in Egypt.  God had freed them.  

The original celebration centered around the Passover lamb, which was sacrificed and its blood put over the door posts as a sign of the Jews faith, so that the Lord passed over the houses of the Jews during the last plague poured out on the Egyptians, which was the killing of every firstborn male.

Exodus 12
To a large degree, the Passover lamb has been eliminated from the Passover festival of the Jews (with the only remnant being the roasted lamb shank bone) today. The New Testament says that the Lord Jesus Christ is our sacrificial Lamb.

John 1:29-37

29The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 

30This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was before me. 

31And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water. 

32And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. 

33And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 

34And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. 

35Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples; 

36And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God! 

37And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.


1 Corinthians 11:27
27Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.

VICARIUS FILII DEI

	THE LITERAL MEANING: 
	VICARIUS - substituting for, or in place of 

	
	FILII - means son 

	
	DEI - means God 

V/U – Are interchangeable when Roman Numerals are converted to Latin.


  

	          V =     5
	          F = no value
	D = 500

	           I =      1
	          I =     1
	E = no value

	          C = 100
	          L = 50
	 I  =     1

	          A = no value
	          I =     1
	-------------

	          R = no value
	          I =     1
	501

	           I =      1
	          --------------
	

	          U =     5
	                 53
	

	          S = no value
	
	

	              ---------------
	
	

	                  112
	112 + 53+ 501 = 666


Paul (<:)
Jesus first!

