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James 5:16
13 Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms.  
14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:
15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.
16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.  The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
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Note:  This must be understood of sins committed against one another of sins of one of the Brethren against another Brother/Sister in Christ Jesus; which should be acknowledged, and repentance for them declared, in order to mutual forgiveness and reconciliation.  This is certainly necessary at all times, but especially on beds of affliction, and when likelihood of death and eternity seem near approaching.  This confession of one faults and prayer for the fellow Brethren by the Saints one to another, by the offending party to him/her that is offended, to effect reconciliation, whereby a good end is answered.  “ . . . and pray for one another, that ye may be healed.”
Therefore, confess your faults -- your falls and offenses, in relation to one another. The word is not the same as sins in this context.  The Greek word for faults here is  paraptóma, which means:  Properly, fall away after being close-beside, i.e. a lapse (deviation) from the truth; an error, "slip up"; wrong doing that can be (relatively) unconscious, "non-deliberate."  Side-slip (lapse or deviation), i.e. (unintentional) error or (willful) transgression -- fall, fault, offence, sin, trespass.  However, sin trespass shown here is NOT the same as sin done intentionally, as in: 
Matthew 9:6
6  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.

Note:  As sins here in the Greek is the word hamartia which means:  Missing the mark; hence: (a.) guilt, sin, (b.) a fault, failure (in an ethical sense), a sinful deed.  Sin here is a forfeiture of righteousness because of one missing the mark.  It is the brand of sin that emphasizes its self-originated (self-empowered) nature – i.e.:  this type of sin is not originated or empowered by God but by a man's willful nature.  As in:
Matthew 12:31
31 Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men.

Note:  As sins here in the Greek is the word hamartia which means:  Missing the mark; hence: (a.) guilt, sin, (b.) a fault, failure (in an ethical sense), a sinful deed.  Sin here is a forfeiture of righteousness because of one missing the mark.  It is the brand of sin that emphasizes its self-originated (self-empowered) nature – i.e.:  this type of sin is not originated or empowered by God but by a man's willful nature.


Whereby confession of one's faults is desirable in the case of (1.) A wrong done to a neighbor.   (2.) When under a troubled conscience we ask counsel of a godly Minister or friend as to how we may obtain God's forgiveness and strength to sin no more, or when we desire their intercessory prayers for us, i.e.:  ("Pray for one another").  Therefore, confession, confessing our faults one to another, may be made by anyone who can pray with/for you, i.e.:  a fellow Brethren, a Brother/Sister in Christ Jesus, a Born Again Believer, a True Worshiper, one who has been Saved.  

Where persons have injured one another, acts of injustice must be confessed to those against whom they have been committed.  Where persons have tempted one another to sin or have consented in the same evil actions, there they ought mutually to blame themselves and excite each other to repentance.  Where crimes or offenses are of a public nature, and have done any public mischief, there they ought to be more publicly confessed, so as may best reach to all who are concerned.  Sometimes it may be well to confess our faults to some prudent Minister or a praying friend, that he/she may help us to plead our cause with God for God's Mercy and pardon.  Therefore, we are not to think that the Apostle James here puts us upon telling everything that we are conscious of that is amiss in ourselves (or shameful actions, sins, etc . . . ) one to another.  Here, the Apostle James is Commanding that so far as our confession is necessary to our reconciliation with such as are at variance with us, or for gaining information in any point of conscience and making our own Spirits quiet and easy, so far we should be ready to confess our faults one to another.  It may sometimes be of good use to Christians to disclose their peculiar weaknesses and infirmities to one another, where there are great intimacies and friendships with another Brother/Sister in Christ Jesus, and where they may help each other by their prayers to obtain pardon of their sins and power against them, but this does not mean that we are Commanded to confess our most intimate sins to someone we are not close to, or even to a Minister.  Those who make confession of their faults one to another should thereupon pray with and for one another.  The 13th verse directs persons to pray for themselves, " '13 Is any among you afflicted? let him pray.' . . . " the 14th verse directs to seek for the prayers of Ministers, " '14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, ' . . . "; and the 16th verse directs private Christians to pray one for another, "16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.  The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.".  The Apostle James here gives Commandment as to our confessing our faults one to another, and the need of all sorts of prayer, i.e.:  Ministerial, social, and personal (secret) prayer for one's faults and sins.

Therefore, let the Brother/Sister in Christ Jesus confess his/her faults as a demonstration of repentance.  Let the Brethren pray for each other.  Repentance, confession, and prayer are the conditions of the forgiveness of faults committed by Church members one to another, as well as by faults, offenses, or crimes committed which are public in nature. 
The Roman Catholic "church," as well now as other "Protestant churches" that no longer protest anything, as Protestant means "To protest the false teachings of the satanic Roman Catholic 'church'," which teaches and requires that one must go specifically to a "priest" to confess one's sins alone.  This "priest" they teach has the power/authority to forgive your sins (which is blasphemy),
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The Apostle James Commands us to follow a prayer pattern, to seek out others (when necessary) to pray for/with us to strengthen us against our guilty conscience, and to pray with us to provide the simplest form of a Church, when two or three are gathered together in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Christ Jesus IS THERE in their midst praying with them, as their sole intercessor, mediator, 1 Timothy 2:5; Galatians 3:19; Galatians 3:20; Hebrews 8:6; Hebrews 9:15; Hebrews 12:24; Hebrews 7:22-28, for them in Heaven. 

Isaiah 59:16
16 And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor: therefore his arm brought salvation unto him; and his righteousness, it sustained him.

Isaiah 63:5
5 And I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered that there was none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me.
Note:  The Messiah, the Christ, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Great God and our Savior, the Almighty God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Not man's arm, but His arm, the mighty arm of the Messiah.  The Lord Jesus Christ's arm alone:

Isaiah 40:10

10 Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.

Note:  Revelation 22:11-13.
Isaiah 51:5
5 My righteousness is near; my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the people; the isles shall wait upon me, and on mine arm shall they trust.
Not man's arm, but His the Messiah's, the Christ's arm alone . . .


Psalm 98:1
1 O sing unto the Lord a new song; for he hath done marvellous things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory.

Psalm 44:3
3 For they got not the land in possession by their own sword, neither did their own arm save them: but thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy countenance, because thou hadst a favour unto them.
His righteousness--the "arm" of the Messiah, the Christ, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  By the Lord Jesus Christ who won the victory for us, not by mere might as God, but by the Lord Jesus Christ's invincible righteousness, as fully man and having God's Holy Spirit without measure, " . . . the Spirit without measure . . . ", John 3:25-35.

God gives man his faith by measure, Romans 12:3, but the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is given God's Holy Spirit without measure.

The righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth shall Save many, Isaiah 11:5; Isaiah 42:6, Isaiah 42:21; Isaiah 51:8; Isaiah 53:11; 1 John 2:1.
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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