The followers of the Lord Jesus of Nazareth are people who believe in Christ Jesus as their Lord and Savior and obey Him, and are called friends by the Son of God, John 15:12-21; Luke 12:1-5.  They believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as the ONLY Begotten Son of God, John 1:18; John 3:16-18; 1 John 4:9.  They learn of God's plan as taught to them in the Holy Bible by the Lord Jesus Christ and His followers -- the Apostles and Disciples.  Those who are Called by God to be Saved, www.alemattec.com/ONLY THOSE Called . . . , Commanded by God to be Saved are Saved . . . .doc, love God the Father in Heaven as revealed through Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, God's Holy Word, Matthew 22:37; Mark 12:30; Luke 10:27; Romans 8:28; 1 Corinthians 2:9; 1 Corinthians 8:3; Colossians 2:2-3; 2 Thessalonians 3:5; James 2:5; 1 John 4:7-8; 1 John 4:10-11.  Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is God the Father's ONLY Son, and that Christ Jesus sits with God in Heaven on the right side of God, Acts 2:33; Colossians 3:1-3.  They believe that the Lord Jesus Christ -- ALONE -- is their Lord and Savior, John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 2 Peter 3:18.  They believe that the Lord Jesus Christ has made it possible for them to live with God in Heaven, John 1:1-5; John 14:6; John 5:25-27; John 6:35; John 8:12; John 11:25; John 17:3; John 20:31; Romans 5:21; Romans 6:23; 2 Timothy 1:1; 2 Timothy 1:10; 1 John 5:20; Jude 1:21.  


True followers of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth make sacred promises to God:
1. They promise to be called by the name of Jesus Christ -- Christians. 
2. As Christians this means to be known as a member of the household of Christ Jesus and a member of the Lord Jesus Christ's Church. 
3. They promise to accept and follow all of the Lord Jesus Christ's teachings, and to remember the Lord Jesus Christ always, Luke 22:17-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. 


God the Father in Heaven makes sacred promises to the Born Again Believers and followers of the Lord Jesus Christ:

1. God gives them His Holy Spirit -- the Holy Ghost, Acts 5:32; Acts 10:38; Acts 15:7-9; Galatians 4:6; 1 Corinthians 6:19; 2 Peter 1:21. 
2. God accepts them as members of the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ, Romans 12:5; 1 Corinthians 10:17; 1 Corinthians 12:12; 1 Corinthians 12:13; 1 Corinthians 12:20; Ephesians 2:15-17; Ephesians 4:4; Colossians 3:15; Romans 12:4-5; 1 Corinthians 6:15; 1 Corinthians 12:23; 1 Corinthians 12:25-27; Ephesians 4:25; Ephesians 5:30. 
3. God gives them His power through His Holy Spirit -- sent by both God the Father and God the Son, in order for them to do God work here on earth, Luke 24:49; 2 Thessalonians 1:10-12; John 14:16-18; John 14:26. 
4. God give them eternal Life to live forever with God the Father, God the Son -- the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and God the Holy Spirit, John 17:3; Romans 6:23; 1 John 5:11; 1 John 5:13; 1 John 5:20; Jude 1:21. 
5. God the Holy Spirit reveals to them God's Truth, and brings all things to their memory, 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 John 5:6; John 16:13; Ephesians 5:9; Colossians 1:5-6; 1 Timothy 2:4; 1 John 2:27. 

First, let's determine how many women were at the Lord Jesus Christ’s tomb on that first Sunday morning at Christ Jesus' resurrection?  One, two, three, or five?  Was there but one Angel or two that announced the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth?  Did the Lord Jesus Christ appear to Apostles at Galilee or at Jerusalem? 

Skeptics of the Lord Jesus Christ’s resurrection often claim that the various Gospel accounts of the Lord Jesus Christ's rising from the dead in the New Testament "contradict" each other.  Yes, even some "theologians" question whether the Gospel accounts of the resurrection can be reconciled.  Here is one such "theologian," Emil Brunner who states, “The sources contradict one another, and only a ‘harmonizing’ process which is not too much concerned about truth, could patch up a fairly connected account of the events, in which it is only too manifest that the later and less credible witnesses appear more important than the earlier, and more reliable ones.  Such a dishonest way of dealing with the subject really has nothing to do with ‘faith in the Word of God’; it only serves to support the disastrous prejudice that Christian faith is only possible in connection with historical dishonesty.”  Such a one is an antiChrist, 1 John 2:18; 1 John 2:22; 1 John 4:3.
The above quoted by John Wenham in The Easter Enigma, https://www.amazon.com/Easter-Enigma-Resurrection-Accounts-Conflict/dp/1597521663

According to some "theologians" like Emil Brunner, Christians are "dishonest” when it comes to declaring the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as found in the Holy Bible?  Are then the Gospels historically accurate?

Let's look at Truth as presented in the Holy Bible, God's Holy Word . . .



Comments like Emil Brunner’s causes the reader to doubt the whole of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible.  The Gospels most certainly agree one with another concerning the facts (e.g. the Lord Jesus Christ’s burial and resurrection:  God the Father AND the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth AND the Holy Spirit, the ONE Triune God, the Trinity raised the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, Acts 5:30; Romans 6:4; Galatians 1:1; John 10:15-18; Romans 8:10-11).
1 John 5:7
7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. 
Indeed, the LORD our God is One LORD . . .

Deuteronomy 6:4-5

4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord:
5  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.
Deuteronomy 6:1-5; Mark 12:28-34
Various "apparent minor discrepancies" in details.  Let's investigate:
	
	Matthew 
	Mark 
	Luke 
	John 

	Women at the tomb
	 Two
	 Three
	 Five
	 One

	Visit to the tomb
	Dawn
	Sun had risen
	Dawn
	Still dark

	Messengers at tomb
	One Angel
	Men
	Men
	Two Angels

	Messengers location
	Outside then in
	Inside
	Inside
	Inside

	Women encounter with Jesus
	Held Christ
	Nothing
	Nothing
	Told not to touch Christ

	Women told
	Apostles
	No one
	Apostles and other Disciples
	Only Mary Magdalene told Apostles 

	Appearance to the 11
	Once at Galilee
	Once at Jerusalem
	Once at Jerusalem
	Twice at Jerusalem


When the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth appeared to people and where He appeared to them:

	
	Appeared to 
	Where 
	When 
	References 

	1
	Mary Magdalene
	Jerusalem
	Sunday
	Mark 16:9-11; John 20:11-18

	2
	Other Women
	Jerusalem
	Sunday
	Matthew 28:1-10

	3
	Apostle Peter
	Jerusalem
	Sunday
	Luke 24:32-34; 1 Corinthians 15:5

	4
	On the road to Emmaus Disciples
	Emmaus
	Sunday
	Luke 24:13-35; Mark 16:12

	5
	Ten Apostles (Judas Iscariot and Thomas were not with them)
	Jerusalem
	Sunday
	Mark 16:14; Luke 24:26-42; John 20:19-25

	6
	Twelve Apostles
	Jerusalem
	A week later
	John 20:26-31; 1 Corinthians 15:5

	7
	Seven Apostles
	Galilee
	?
	John 21:1-25

	8
	500 Brethren
	Galilee
	?
	1 Corinthians 15:6

	9
	Apostle James
	?
	?
	1 Corinthians 15:7

	10
	Eleven Apostles 
(Judas surnamed Iscariot was not among them)
	Galilee
	?
	Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:15-18

	11
	Eleven Apostles (Judas surnamed Iscariot was not among them)
	Jerusalem
	40 days later
	Acts 1:1-12



Let's then look at some general rules of Biblical interpretation which may help enlighten understanding:

Before we address the specifics of the resurrection accounts, it’s good to first understand a few basics of Biblical interpretation that will help you understand why some things seem to differ in the Gospels.  First, it’s important to remember that a partial report is not a false report.  Just because each Gospel author doesn’t report every detail of every story doesn’t mean their report is at all inaccurate.

Secondly, we should also understand that a divergent account or report is not necessarily a false account/report.  The Gospel writers, the writers of the New Testament, did not handle the Gospel deceitfully, 2 Corinthians 4:1-5.  As an example, the Apostle Matthew in his Gospel speaks of but one Angel at the Lord Jesus Christ’s tomb after Christ's resurrection from the dead.  Whereas the Apostle John mentions two Angels.  A contradiction? Not at all. If you have two Angels, you also have one Angel.  The Apostle Matthew did not say there was only one Angel.  If he had, then we would have a true contradiction.  Instead, The Apostle Matthew just records the words of the one Angel who spoke.  Gospel accounts can have lots of detail, or focus on one who is doing the talking or who is the focus of the scene.

Divergent accounts can at first glance seem to cast doubt on the accuracy of the account or report, but we must reserve judgment until all the facts are in, Isaiah 53:1-10; John 12:38; Romans 10:16.
As an example, take the following account given by Dr. Kenneth Kanzer:

“Several years ago the mother of a friend of ours was killed. We first learned of the death through a trusted mutual friend who reported that the woman had been standing on the corner of the street at a bus intersection waiting for a bus and had been hit by another bus passing by and was fatally hurt, dying a few minutes thereafter. Later, we learned from the grandson that she had been involved in a collision, was thrown from the car in which she was riding and was killed instantly. Now which would you believe?

Much later we learned that the woman had been waiting for a bus, was hit by another bus and was fatally hurt. She had been picked up by a passing car, dashed to the hospital, but in this haste, the car in which she was being transported to the hospital collided with another, she was thrown from the car and died instantly.”



Note:  These two rules, as well as some others, should be kept in mind when examining the multiple resurrection accounts.


Reconciling the Resurrection Events using Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible . . .

The below represents an attempt to lay out a reconciliation and time line of the Gospel account records of the Lord Jesus Christ’s resurrection and Christ Jesus' appearance over a period of forty days to various individuals that followed.
1. An Angel rolls away stone from tomb before sunrise, Matthew 28:1-4. The guards are seized with fear and turned white as ghosts, i.e.:  they turned pale, as dead men, and had scarce any life, or spirit, left in them.

2. Women disciples visit the tomb and discover the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth missing, Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1-4; Luke 24:1-3; John 20:1.

3. Mary Magdalene leaves to tell the Apostles Peter and John, John 20:1-2.

4. Other women remain at tomb; they see two Angels who tell them of the Lord Jesus Christ’s resurrection, Matthew 28:5-7; Mark 16:5-7; Luke 24:4-8.

5. The Apostles Peter and John run to the tomb and then leave, Luke 24:9-12; John 20:3-10.

6. Mary Magdalene returns to the tomb, the Lord Jesus Christ appears to her, Mark 16:9-11; John 20:11-18. the Lord Jesus Christ’s First Appearance.
7. The Lord Jesus Christ appears to Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, Salome, and Joanna, and the other women, Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-11, the Lord Christ’s Second Appearance.
8. At this time, the Roman watch, the Roman Guards report the events of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ to the religious leaders and are bribed to lie, Matthew 28:11-15.

9. The Lord Jesus Christ privately appears to the Apostle Peter, Luke 24:32-34; 1 Corinthians 15:5, the Lord Jesus Christ’s Third Appearance.
10.  The Lord Jesus Christ appears to Cleopas and companion, Luke 24:13-32; Mark 16:12-13; Luke 24:13-32, the Lord Jesus Christ’s Fourth Appearance.
11. The Lord Jesus Christ appears to 10 Apostles, Judas Iscariot and Thomas were not there, in the Upper Room, Luke 24:36-43, the Lord Jesus Christ’s Fifth Appearance.
12. Eight days after His appearance to the 10 Apostles, the Lord Jesus Christ appears to all 11 remaining Apostles, now including Thomas, John 20:26-28, the Lord Jesus Christ’s Sixth Appearance.
13. The Lord Jesus Christ appears to seven Apostles by the Sea of Galilee and performs the miracle of the multitude of fishes nearly capsizing their boats, John 21:1-14, the Lord Jesus Christ’s Seventh Appearance.
14. The Lord Jesus Christ then appears to over 500 Brethren at once on a mountain in Galilee, 1 Corinthians 15:6, the Lord Jesus Christ’s Eighth Appearance.
15. The Lord Jesus Christ appears to His half-brother the Apostle James, 1 Corinthians 15:7, the Lord Jesus Christ’s Ninth Appearance.
16. In Jerusalem, the Lord Jesus Christ appears again to His Disciples, at Jerusalem there were about 120 at that time, Acts 1:1-17, the Lord Jesus Christ’s Tenth Appearance.
17. The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth ascends into Heaven while the Apostles look on, Mark 16:19-20; Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:9-12, the Lord Jesus Christ’s Eleventh Appearance. 

Finally . . .
When Christ Jesus returns, this will be the Lord Jesus Christ's Twelfth Appearance, Matthew 24:29-31; Mark 13:24-27; Luke 21:25-28. 

The number twelve can be found in 187 places in God's Holy Word.  Revelation alone has 22 occurrences of the number 12.  The meaning of the number 12 – which is considered a perfect number -- symbolizes both God's Power and Authority, as well as serving as a perfect governmental foundation.  Furthermore, the number 12 can also symbolize completeness or the Nation of Israel as a whole.  As an example, Jacob, i.e.:  Israel, had twelve sons, each of which represented a unique Tribe begun by a Prince, for a total of 12 Princes, Numbers 1:1-44.  Ishmael, too, who was born to Abraham through Hagar, but WAS NOT of the PROMISE of God and not counted as the seed of God, Romans 9:6-16; Galatians 3:16; Hebrews 11:17-19, also had twelve Princes, Genesis 25:12-16. 
God specified that twelve unleavened cakes of bread be placed every week in the Temple with frankincense next to each of the two piles that were to be made.  The Priests were Commanded to change the bread every Sabbath day, Leviticus 24:5-8.

The Lord Jesus Christ Called, www.alemattec.com/ONLY THOSE Called . . . , Commanded by God to be Saved are Saved . . . .doc, and Choose twelve men to bear witness to what Christ Jesus did and to spread the good news of the Gospel to the entire world, Luke 6:13-16.  After the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was resurrected, was raised from the dead, Christ Jesus told the eleven Apostles, as Judas Iscariot had killed himself, that God the Father had given the Lord Jesus Christ ALL Power and Authority in both Heaven and earth – God's Divine authority -- Matthew 28:18.

Twelve thousand from each of the 12 Tribes of Israel for a total of 144,000 will receive Salvation during the end time Great Tribulation, Revelation 7:4-8.  A total of 144,000 possibly the same as those in Revelation 7:4-8, will be taken from earth in order to serve and follow the Lamb of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, John 1:29; John 1:35-36; Revelation 5:1-14; Revelation 13:8-9; Revelation 14:1-5; Revelation 21:22-23; Revelation 22:1-5.  The Lord Jesus Christ's bride, His Church, wears a crown containing twelve stars, Revelation 12:1-17.

The New Jerusalem, which is made in Heaven and brought to the earth by God Himself, contains 12 gates made of pearl which are each manned by an Angel.  Over each gate will be one of the names of Israel's twelve Tribes, Revelation 21:12.  The walls are 144 cubits high, 12 multiplied by itself, Revelation 21:1-27, with the city itself being 12,000 furlongs square, Revelation 21:16-17. 
Referencing the different perspectives of each writer of the Gospel account of the Lord Jesus Christ’s resurrection, were not presented as tales artfully told by people eager to sustain a fiction, nor to make everything look right.  These were accounts of those who have seen the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ's mighty works, John 10:25-38, with their own eyes, as eye witnesses, John 1:6-15; John 5:33-37; John 15:26-27; Acts 2:22-36; Acts 3:1-26; Acts 4:19-33; Acts 5:24-32; Acts 10:34-44;  Luke 24:1-49; 1 Peter 5:1-3; 1 John 1:1-3, something which took them horribly by surprise and thrust them forward to Preach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

The same critics who try and point out contradictions in the Gospels would certainly cry conspiracy or collusion if they found the exact verbal parallelism and/or a singular account of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.



Romans 15:1-7

1 We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.

2 Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification.

3 For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me.

4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.

5 Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus:

6 That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

7 Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God. 

Romans 16:17-20

17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.

18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.

19 For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. I am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet I would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil.

20 And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 

1 Corinthians 8:6

6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.



Colossians 2:1-4

1 For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh;

2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ;

3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

4 And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words. 

2 Timothy 1:11-13

11 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.

12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.

13 Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 

Titus 2:1-14

1 But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine:

2 That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience.

3 The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things;

4 That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children,

5 To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed.

6 Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded.

7 In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity,

8 Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you.

9 Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own masters, and to please them well in all things; not answering again;

10 Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.

11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,

12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;

13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;

14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

Jude 1:24-25

24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,

25 To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.
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