Deuteronomy 21:22-23

22And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to be put to death, and thou hang him on a tree: 

 23His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.


Numbers 21:1-9

1And when king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt in the south, heard tell that Israel came by the way of the spies; then he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. 

 2And Israel vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said, If thou wilt indeed deliver this people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. 

 3And the LORD hearkened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them and their cities: and he called the name of the place Hormah. 

Note:  God uses names to identify those that are His and those that are accursed of God.  See note on Hormah below.


4And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way. 

 5And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread. 

 6And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.
Note:  Fiery serpents, or sometimes referred to as dragons, i.e.:  a cockatrice, and are comparable to a viper (as thrusting out the tongue, i.e.:  Hissing) – an adder, a cockatrice,  Isaiah 14:29; Isaiah 30:6, meaning:  "fiery," or "burning," because this venomous serpent inflames where it bites, and due to the burning effect of its poison.  Also sometimes called a flying fiery serpent which has a copper color.  These flying fiery serpents, called so not because it has wings, but because when it leaps or darts upon a man, it is with such swiftness that it seems to fly.  The Hebrew word for "poisonous" literally means "fiery", "flaming," or "burning" as the poison of the fiery serpent's venom causes an extreme burning sensation upon human skin.  In fact, the image of the fiery serpent in the Middle East served to function like that of a magical amulet.  Magic amulets or charms were used in the ancient Near East to practice "magic healing" in an attempt to ward off, heal, or reduce the impact of illnesses, specifically that of poisons.  Copper and bronze serpent figures have been recovered, showing that the practice was later widespread.  A cockatrice in the Middle East is also known as a North African desert viper or “horned viper” – from the Creastes family of snakes, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cerastes-cerastes_head.jpg.
    
The horned viper is nocturnal and terrestrial, and is not known to climb into bushes.  Often hiding by burying themselves in the sand, these horned vipers are generally described as slow moving.  However, horned vipers are also capable of "sidewinding".  When doing so, the horned viper can move quickly across the sand.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sidewinding
Most serpents are standoffish, but the fiery serpent is aggressive.  It leaps or darts out upon man or beast usually without the victim seeing it before it strikes.  Horned vipers are not known to be particularly ill-tempered ("fairly placid"), but when threatened they will often stand their ground and form C-shaped coils that are rubbed together to produce a rasping or crackling sound, 

Horned vipers are capable of "sinking" quickly down into loose sand, using their keeled, angled and serrated lateral scales in a rocking motion. This process begins at the tail and moves forward until the entire head is buried and only the eyes and nostrils are exposed. They can bury themselves this way whether in an outstretched or a coiled position,

http://www.alemattec.com/Cerastes vipera, horned viper.htm.   
http://www.alemattec.com/Cerastes vipera, horned viper, 2.htm

 7Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people. 

Note:  Moses was the mediator between God and man.  The people had begged Moses to be their mediator for they were afraid when God spoke to them at Mount Sinai Exodus 20:1-20, www.alemattec.com/And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face.doc. 

8And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. 

 9And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

John 3:1-21
1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:
2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be?

10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest not these things?
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our witness.

Note:  We, i.e.:  the Trinity:  God the Father, God the Son – the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and God the Holy Ghost (Holy Spirit,) www.alemattec.com/The Trinity, God in three Persons -- God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Ghost . . . .doc.

12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?
13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:
15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.
20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.

21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.

Note:  God the Father found means therein to accomplish His counsels of Grace, in maintaining all the Majesty of His Justice and of His Divine Dignity, and his Love toward His Called, the very Elect of God, His world (family - first Jew then Greek (Gentile)); for what, and except by the death of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, could have glorified them, and made sinful man acceptable to God while they were yet sinners which required their death.  God in His infinite Love, Mercy, and Compassion by His perfect plan to offer a substitute to place His Wrath upon so as not do destroy the sinner and allow such to enter before Him without guilt as kings, shows His Nature to His own.  The Command of God was look upon the thing, hanging on a tree -- here (pole) which God had cursed in their place (serpent – satan,) Deuteronomy 21:22-23 – (shown at the top of this Sermon note,) as a substitute for their sin.  Look upon that which God is cursing in place of them (as a substitute,) to allow them to live and be God's children instead of dying in their sin, cursed by God, and being sent to Hell forever.  In this effect, God knew that when He created man, that man would ALWAYS choose self over God and thus sin.  God's perfect Righteousness and Justice demands death for sin.  So, God made satan, I believe for this very purpose, to curse him in the place of His children, so that they could live until God provided the Perfect substitute (His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth) that could take away the sins of the world (His family).

Look upon that which God is cursing in place of them (as a substitute,) . . .  placing on a pole . . .  Pole here in the Hebrew means:  "the Standard".  What is meant by the Standard, or pole?  Pole here literally means:  a standard, Ensign, signal, sign. 

God will lift up the thing to curse in their stead, and hang it on a tree, a pole, as a standard, as an Ensign, as a signal, as a sign.  Then . . .  God in His love for His Elect, those Called of God, the True Worshipers of God -- hung then His Only Begotten Son there – on a tree, made into a Cross (the Cross of Calvary,) as a standard, as an Ensign, as a signal, as a sign: 

Note:  Jesse was the father of King David.  The Lord Jesus Christ declares that He Himself is the root and offspring of King David.  The Lord Jesus Christ not only came from King David, but was the root of David, i.e.:  Christ Jesus created King David – then the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth then came from the seed of King David.


Revelation 5:5

5And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.


Revelation 22:16

16I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.



Isaiah 11:10-13

 10And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious. 

 11And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. 

(Note:  This second recover of His people, the Jews was accomplished in 1948 (the first recovery was from Babylon under King Nebuchadnezzar after 70 years of captivity).



1 Chronicles 6:15
15And Jehozadak went into captivity, when the LORD carried away Judah and Jerusalem by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Note:  The second return of Israel came about when Israel declared independence on 14 May 1948 and neighboring Arab states invaded the next day. Since then, Israel has fought a series of wars with neighboring Arab states, and has occupied territories, including the West Bank, Sinai Peninsula, Gaza Strip and the Golan Heights, beyond those delineated in the 1949 Armistice Agreements. 

 12And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. 

 13The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.


Isaiah 31:9

9And he shall pass over to his strong hold for fear, and his princes shall be afraid of the ensign, saith the LORD, whose fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem.


Israel's Harlotry . . .

It's easy to miss the Book of Hosea in the Old Testament. The Prophet Hosea describes an amazing parable that would picture Israel's situation for some two thousand years. The Prophet Hosea was divinely directed to live out a powerful picture, as an illustration depicting God's relationship with Israel. 

In Chapter 1, the Prophet Hosea is instructed to marry a harlot, Gomer, and have children. He obeys, thereby picturing God's choice of the nation Israel (represented by Gomer) for a personal relationship with Him, even though Abraham was an idolater when God Called him and the Israelites were idolaters when they were Called out of slavery in Egypt. 

In Chapter 2, Gomer runs off with her lovers. In the same way, Israel abandoned God for the more sexually exciting worship of the Canaanites, even though God had brought the people safely into the Promised Land. Finally, Gomer winds up in slavery, as Israel would later be taken captive to Assyria and Babylon. 

In Chapter 3, the Prophet Hosea is directed to go and buy her back. However, she is to have no relations with Hosea or with her lovers. This last event in Hosea's living parable is a prediction of the status of Israel for a long time to come: 

For the sons of Israel will remain for many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred pillar, and without Ephod or household idols. Afterward the sons of Israel will return and seek the LORD their God and David their King . . . in the last days . . . 




Hosea 3:3-5

 3And I said unto her, Thou shalt abide for me many days; thou shalt not play the harlot, and thou shalt not be for another man: so will I also be for thee. 

 4For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim: 

 5Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the LORD their God, and David their king; and shall fear the LORD and his goodness in the latter days.


The Prophet Hosea predicted that Israel for "many days" will lack a king, even though God had promised that Israel would never lack a descendant to sit on the throne -- if the nation was obedient to God. 

In fact, the prophecy states that Israel will lack even a prince.  Since in Hebrew, this word "prince" means a government official, not the son of the king, therefore, Israel would lack both government and king. 

The Prophet Hosea also predicts that sacrifice, pillar, Ephod, household idols will be lacking. Two are associated with the sacrificial system of the Old Testament and two with idolatry. Sacrifice was an integral part of Israel's Covenant and Worship. The Ephod, a sort of vest, was one of the most important of the ceremonial garments worn by Israel's High Priest. Although some pillars had orthodox uses, the most common reference is to those used in Canaanite worship. Israel was to lose both True Worship and the false religion which had been such a problem for them since they had entered Canaan. 

This has happened exactly! Since A.D. 44 (the death of King Herod Agrippa I), Israel has had no native king to this day. For 1,878 years, from the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 to the formation of the modern nation in 1948, Israel had no government of its own either. Thus, the predictions regarding Israel's governmental status were fulfilled in detail by Hosea's Prophecy. 

With the loss of the Temple and the Priestly garments came the end of the sacrificial system. Israel has not had a High Priest to this day. So the Prophet Hosea's Prophecy about the loss of sacrificial worship has proved true. 

From A.D. 70 to 1948, the "Sons of Israel" lacked all six items predicted in Hosea 3:4. Now they have a government, but five are still lacking. Hosea 3:4 has been literally fulfilled.


Hosea 3:4

4For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim: 


Hormah (meaning "broken rock", "banned", or "devoted to destruction"), also known by its Canaanite name Zephath (Tsfat צפת) in an unidentified city in the Hebrew Bible, mentioned as one of the cities captured by Joshua.  Its location is unknown; some place it between Beer Sheba and Gaza, some between Beer Sheba and Arad and some in the east side of the Arabah (The Arabah (Hebrew: הָעֲרָבָה‎‎, HaArava; Arabic: وادي عربة‎, Wādī ʻAraba), also known as Aravah, is a section of the Great Rift Valley running in a north-south orientation between the southern end of the Sea of Galilee (as the Jordan river valley) down to the Dead Sea and continuing further south where it ends at the Gulf of Aqaba.  It includes most of the border between Israel to the west and Jordan to the east. Many modern geographers no longer acknowledge the northern section, between the Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee to be part of the Arabah, but in antiquity up to the early 20th century this full expanse of Rift Valley was all considered part of the Arabah.  The hottest, southern stretch of the Arabah is 166 km (103 mi) in length from the Gulf of Aqaba to the southern shore of the Dead Sea.) in the ruins of Sarta (under the town of Tafileh, Tufileh or Tafyleh, identified as Biblical Tophel).


Deuteronomy 21:22-23

22And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to be put to death, and thou hang him on a tree: 

 23His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance.


Note:  Look upon that which God is cursing in place of them (as a substitute,) to allow them to live and be God's children instead of dying in their sin, cursed by God, and being sent to Hell forever. In this effect, God knew that when He created man, that man would ALWAYS choose self over God and thus sin.  God's perfect Righteousness and Justice demands death for sin.  So, God made satan, I believe for this very purpose, to curse him in the place of His children, so that they could live until God provided the Perfect substitute (His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth) that could take away the sins of the world (His family).

Galatians 3:12-14
12 And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them.
13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:
14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
www.alemattec.com/25 Whom have I in heaven but thee and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee.doc 

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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