John 11:11-14

11 These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep.

12 Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well.

13 Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep.

14 Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.

Note:  As you can see plainly, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth uses the same language of sleep to equal dealth.  The Holy Spirit placed this here specifically for us to draw reference to it.  Nothing in Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible is an accident or accidental reference.  So, when we see the word death we can easily substitute with authority sleep(ing).  Of course, this is NOT merely someone sleeping, as the Apostle's assumed.
Psalm 6:5
5 For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave who shall give thee thanks?
Isaiah 38:18
18 For the grave cannot praise thee, death can not celebrate thee: they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth.

Ecclesiastes 9:5-6
5 For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.

6 Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun.
Ecclesiastes 9:10
10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.

Note:  Whither in the Hebrew means:  To go to, to come, to walk to, to what place, unto the place, the place in which.
Acts 2:29
29 Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.
Acts 2:34-35
34 For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,
Note:  King David, while alive, said the Lord (God the Father) said unto my Lord (the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth) -- so, King David said that God the Father said unto the Lord Jesus Christ, Sit thou on my right hand, until I make thy foes thy footstool.
35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool.
Acts 13:36
36 For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption:
Note:  Death is a sleep, a quiet rest, to those who, while they lived, labored in the service of God and their generation. Observe, King David did not fall asleep (die) till he had served his generation, till he had done the work for which God had raised him up to do; same as when God had raise up Pharaoh for this very purpose, to do the work God had raised him to do, Romans 9:17.  God's servants have their work assigned them; and, when they have accomplished as a hireling their day, then, and not till then, they are called to rest. God's witnesses never die till they have finished their testimony; and then the sleep, the death, of the laboring man of God will be sweet.
37 But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption.

Note:  Verse 36 directly above speaks of King David being raised up to do a work that God had given him.  When he slept (died) he saw corruption.  Verse 37 The first raising of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was when God gave Christ Jesus a body, Psalm 2:7; Hebrews 10:5-10, raised Him up to do a work, a great work; a work no mere man could do.  God raised the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth a second time when He was raised from the dead, and the Lord Jesus Christ left alive on earth then went to Heaven before a crowd of witnesses, Acts 1:6-11, where He sits at the right hand of God the Father, from whence He shall Judge the quick (those made alive) and the dead, John 5:21-23; John 5:29-40; John 8:15-16. 
John 5:28-2
28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,

29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.
Job 14:12-15
12 So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.
13 O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me!
14 If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come.

15 Thou shalt call, and I will answer thee: thou wilt have a desire to the work of thine hands.
Matthew 25:31-43
31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:
32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:

33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.
34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:
35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in:

36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.

37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?

38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?

39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?

40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.

41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink:

43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.
Matthew 16:27
27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.
John 14:2-3
2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
Revelation 22:12
12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.

John 20:17
17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.
Note:  Notice, that the Lord Jesus Christ DID NOT SAY, “Our God,” but instead “my Father,” “and your Father,” “my God, “and your God.  Our position before God the Father is NOT like that of God the Son.  Christ Jesus and the Holy Ghost, along with God the Father are One God.  The Trinity alone is God.  We whom follow the Lord Jesus Christ are adopted into the family, but have no position beyond that adoption.  The Lord Jesus Christ has equality within the Godhead, but at the same time God the Father is Greater than the other two members of the Trinity.  The order from God the Father is God the Son, then God the Holy Spirit.

Luke 19:1-26
1 And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho.

2 And, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich.

3 And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the press, because he was little of stature.

4 And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way.

5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must abide at thy house.

6 And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully.

7 And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner.

8 And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord: Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold.
9 And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham.
10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.
11 And as they heard these things, he added and spake a parable, because he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of God should immediately appear.

12 He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return.
13 And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come.
14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over us.
15 And it came to pass, that when he was returned, having received the kingdom, then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the money, that he might know how much every man had gained by trading.
16 Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds.

17 And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities.

18 And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds.

19 And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities.

20 And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin:

21 For I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: thou takest up that thou layedst not down, and reapest that thou didst not sow.

22 And he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere man, taking up that I laid not down, and reaping that I did not sow:

23 Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the bank, that at my coming I might have required mine own with usury?

24 And he said unto them that stood by, Take from him the pound, and give it to him that hath ten pounds.

25 (And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.)
26 For I say unto you, That unto every one which hath shall be given; and from him that hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away from him.

Matthew 13:10-13
10 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables?

11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given.
12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.
13 Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand.
2 Timothy 2:15
15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
Luke 16:19-31
19 There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day:

20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores,

21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.

22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;

23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.

25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.

26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.

27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house:

28 For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.

29 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.

30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.

31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.

Matthew 4:5-6
5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,

6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.

2 Corinthians 11:13-15
13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.
14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.

15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.
2 Thessalonians 2:9-12
9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,

10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.

11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:

12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
1 Thessalonians 4:15-18
15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

Note:  A person sleeps (in the grave) until he is bodily resurrected as the Lord Jesus Himself was after his death.  In this sleep of death, the person is unconscious, the resurrection is to him/her the next instant when he/she awakes! Therefore, instead of a baby who dies going to a strange place alone, the next thing he knows when he awakes is his mother's smiling kiss! The parents will take up the raising of their departed child right where it left off!  Will you accept the Lord Jesus Christ's assurance that we will all go to Heaven together, at the same time, after the resurrection with those that are still alive at the time of Christ Jesus' Second Coming?  Then, comfort one another with these words!  I've struggled with this, and this seems like a likely assumption, but one verse shows that this assumption is wrong.  First, this from the Old Testament:
Ecclesiastes 12:1-7
1 Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;
2 While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain:

3 In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened,

4 And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of musick shall be brought low;

5 Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail: because man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the streets:

6 Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern.
7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.
The last verse here, verse 46 below, shows that the Lord Jesus Christ at the moment He died His Spirit went directly to Paradise (Heaven):
Luke 23:35-46
35 And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God.
36 And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar,

37 And saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself.

38 And a superscription also was written over him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, This Is The King Of The Jews.

39 And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.

40 But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation?

41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss.

42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.

43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.

44 And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour.

45 And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst.
46 And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost.

Paradise (Heaven) Tree of Life – The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth:
Revelation 2:7
7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 
Revelation 22:1-2
22 And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.
2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.

Revelation 22:14
14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 
Wisdom (Godly Wisdom to understand that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth IS the Tree of Life) is the Tree of Life.
John 10:10
10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 
1 Corinthians 1:24
24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 
Proverbs 3:1-18
1 My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments:
2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee.

3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart:

4 So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man.

5 Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil.

8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.

9 Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:

10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

11 My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of his correction:

12 For whom the Lord loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.

13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.

14 For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold.

15 She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her.

16 Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour.

17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.
18 She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her.
Note:  “She is a tree of life . . .”  She here is referring to wisdom, Godly wisdom, see scripture at close to the top of the previous page, that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth IS the Wisdom of God!
The Tree of Life (in the Paradise of God – in the midst of Heaven,) IS the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
Revelation 2:7
7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God. 
Revelation 22:1-2
22 And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.

2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.
Revelation 22:14
14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 
Luke 16:19-31
19 There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day:

20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores,

21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.

22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;

23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.

25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.

26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.

27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house:

28 For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.

29 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.

30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.

31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.

Note:  If this parable provided the only information the Holy Bible gives on death, we would have to conclude that the dead go directly to Heaven or Hell, but it is not. This teaching comes in the middle of a group of parables and indeed itself is a parable, for it uses figurative language throughout--i.e., Lazarus went to Abraham's bosom, etc . . . Those in Hell and Heaven can see and talk to each other; and a drop of water suffices to cool one's tongue in Hell.  In this parable Christ Jesus used common Jewish and Greek ideas (as evidenced in Josephus' works that the people of that day fully understood) in order to teach that (1.) the rich have no advantage for Salvation, (2.) this life provides our only chance for Salvation, and (3.) the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible, are/is all sufficient for a man's Salvation. The Lord Jesus Christ was not teaching a new Doctrine on death, or He would be contradicting what He Himself repeatedly taught in other places.
Isaiah 28:9-10
9 Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.

10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:
1 Corinthians 2:13
13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.
1 Corinthians 2:14
14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

2 Thessalonians 2:11-12
11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:

12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.



Daniel 12:1-4
1 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.

2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.

3 And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.
4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.
Job 26:1-6
1 But Job answered and said,

2 How hast thou helped him that is without power? how savest thou the arm that hath no strength?

3 How hast thou counselled him that hath no wisdom? and how hast thou plentifully declared the thing as it is?

4 To whom hast thou uttered words? and whose spirit came from thee?
5 Dead things are formed from under the waters, and the inhabitants thereof.

6 Hell is naked before him, and destruction hath no covering.
Note:  Those bodies who have been completely destroyed, such as in horrific car crashes, battles, etc . . . will not be able to hide from Christ Jesus' judgment; before God they have no covering.  God will bring all bodies back from where ever they are, those bodies destroyed all pieces of flesh will be reunited miraculously to stand in Judgment before the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
Revelation 20:12-13
12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.

13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.
Death and Hell:   The unseen world which hides from our view those who have departed from earth. The thought of the verse is that all the dead shall be judged.  All.  "And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; . . ."  Which is not to be interpreted metaphorically of the world, and the men of it, who are like the troubled sea -- but literally of the sea.  The sea and of all such who have been drowned in the waters of it, as were Pharaoh and his host; or have died upon the mighty waters, and have been cast into them, and those devoured by the fishes; and particular regard may be had to the men of the old world -- drowned by the flood but including all sense; these shall be raised from thence; the sea shall deliver them up to stand before the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to be judged.

The persons to be judged (v. 12): The dead, small and great; that is, young and old, low and high, poor and rich. None are so mean but they have some talents to account for, and none so great as to avoid the jurisdiction of this Divine Court; not only those that are found alive at the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, but all who have died before; the grave shall surrender the bodies of men, hell shall surrender the souls of the wicked, the sea shall surrender the many who seemed to have been lost in it.

The rule of Judgment settled: The books were opened. What books? The Books of God's omniscience and Eternal power, He Who is greater than our consciences, and knows all things (there is a Book of Remembrance, Malachi 3:13-18, with Him both for good and bad); and the Book of the sinner's conscience, which, though formerly secret, will now be opened. "And another book shall be opened . . ." – the Book of the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible, the Statute-book of Heaven, the "Rule of Life".  This Book is opened as containing the Law of God, the touchstone by which the hearts and lives of men are to be tried. This Book determines matter of right, of Eternal Truth; the other books give evidence of matters of fact. Some, by the other book, called the Book of life, Revelation 20:15, understand the Book of God's Eternal Counsels; but that does not seem to belong to the affair of Judgment: in Eternal Election God does not act judicially, but "with absolute sovereign freedom".

The cause to be tried; and that is, the works of men, what they have done and whether it be good or evil. By their works men shall be justified or condemned; for though God knows their state and their principles, and looks chiefly at these, yet, being to approve Himself to both Angels and men as a righteous and just God, He will try their principles by their practices, and so will be justified when he speaks and clear when he judges, Psalm 51:1-4.
The issue of the trial and judgment; and this will be according to the evidence of fact, and rule of judgment.  All those who have made a covenant with death, and an agreement with hell, Isaiah 28:14-18, shall then be condemned with their infernal confederates, cast with them into the Lake of Fire, as not being entitled to Eternal Life, according to the rules of life laid down in Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible.  Those whose names are written in that Book (that is, those that are justified and acquitted by the Gospel faith in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth ALONE for their Salvation) shall then be justified and acquitted by the Judge, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and shall enter into Eternal Life, having nothing more to fear from death, or Hell, or wicked men; for these are all destroyed together.  Let it be our great concern to see on what terms we stand with our Bibles, whether they justify us or condemn us now; for the Judge of all will proceed by that Rule of God. Christ shall judge the secrets of all men according to the Gospel, Romans 2:10-30. Happy are those who have so ordered and stated their cause according to the Gospel as to know beforehand that they shall be justified in the Great Day of the Lord!




Zephaniah 1:14
14 The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lord: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly.
John 6:39
39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. 
John 6:44
44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. 
John 6:54
54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. 
Note:  What a glorious sight that will be when millions of True Worshipers are all raised at once to life from the grave to meet the Lord Jesus Christ in the air!
1 Timothy 6:1-21
1 Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honour, that the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed.

2 And they that have believing masters, let them not despise them, because they are brethren; but rather do them service, because they are faithful and beloved, partakers of the benefit. These things teach and exhort.

3 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness;

4 He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings,

5 Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.

6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.

7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.

8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.

9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.

10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.

12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.

13 I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession;

14 That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ:

15 Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;

16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.
17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;

18 That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate;

19 Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.

20 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called:

21 Which some professing have erred concerning the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen.
Thanks to my brother Skip – now you have me thinking.  I'm going to add this part to the study!
I'm still vacillating back on forth on this issue.  I just looked at another Scripture that swings me back toward my previous view below:  Death, Hell . . . .doc (Link below).

Revelation 20:4
4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 
Although not explicitly stated, we can put two and two together, to see that from the time Christ Jesus ascended (spiritually) to Heaven the moment He died, until all the Apostles and the Disciples present saw and believed that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth had been raised from the dead four things happened:  (1.)  Jesus Christ spiritually had gone to Heaven during the time He died on the Cross until His Resurrection three days later.  (2.) At the Tomb, on the first day of His resurrection, He Commanded Mary Magdalene not to touch Him as His body had not yet gone to Heaven.  (3.)  Sometime between seeing Mary Magdalene and walking with the Disciples on the Road to Emmaus, Luke 24:13-40, the Lord Jesus Christ had bodily ascended into Heaven.

(4.) Then, later that same evening, (first day of His resurrection,) after walking with some of the Disciples on the road to Emmaus, Christ Jesus then appeared to the Disciples in the Upper Room, breathed on them and gave them the Holy Spirit and told them to handle Him.  That is what we know that we can logically assume.  Christ Jesus said, “ . . . handle me”, Luke 24:39-40, meaning it was now allowed as He had bodily ascended to Heaven; The Apostle Thomas was absent at this meeting.  Eight days later, during the time from the first day (evening) meeting with the Disciples in the Upper Room and breathing on them the Holy Spirit, until meeting again with them eight days later when Thomas was now there --  Christ Jesus had allowed all of the Apostles and Disciples that were present to touched Him as He had gone bodily into Heaven.  Jesus the Christ had physically ascended to Heaven, and returned to earth, to show first all of the Disciples, except for the Apostle Thomas, that He was alive; then eight days later Thomas, too, who was told also to touch Him, to see that He was not a spirit, John 20:18-31.

https://www.Alemattec.com/Death, Hell . . . .doc
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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