Isaiah 26:1-6

1 In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks.

2 Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in.

3 Thou wilt keep him in *perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.

4 Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength:

5 For he bringeth down them that dwell on high; the lofty city, he layeth it low; he layeth it low, even to the ground; he bringeth it even to the dust.

6 The foot shall tread it down, even the feet of the poor, and the steps of the needy. 
Note:  The phrase perfect peace in the Hebrew above means: Completeness, soundness, welfare, peace, rest.  Below, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth speaks to us concerning what He provides to a Born Again Believer, a True Worshiper, one Called of God -- God's Peace, i.e.:  Perfect Peace, Rest for Christians, Philippians 4:7, True Sabbath (a day of rest) which is no longer a day, but a person, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is our Sabbath (a Christian's rest): 



Matthew 11:27-29

27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.

28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.




Mark 2:27-28

27 And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath:

28 Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath.





Psalm 37:7

7 Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. 

Psalm 38:3

3 There is no soundness in my flesh because of thine anger; neither is there any rest in my bones because of my sin. 



Ecclesiastes 2:22-24

22 For what hath man of all his labour, and of the vexation of his heart, wherein he hath laboured under the sun?

23 For all his days are sorrows, and his travail grief; yea, his heart taketh not rest in the night. This is also vanity.

24 There is nothing better for a man, than that he should eat and drink, and that he should make his soul enjoy good in his labour. This also I saw, that it was from the hand of God. 

Isaiah 57:1-3

1 The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart: and merciful men are taken away, none considering that the righteous is taken away from the evil to come.

2 He shall enter into peace: they shall rest in their beds, each one walking in his uprightness.

3 But draw near hither, ye sons of the sorceress, the seed of the adulterer and the whore.

Note:  Draw near to God, repent from witchcraft (sorceress) which is the seed of the adulterer and the whore.  Here, God threatens the wicked hypocrites, who under the pretense of the name of God's people, derided God's Word and His promises: boasting openly that they were the children of Abraham, but because they were not faithful and obedient as was Abraham, God calls them bastards and the children of sorcerers -- who forsook God, and fled to wicked (sorceress, i.e.:  witchcraft) as a means for their comfort trying to find peace, rest for their souls (as opposed to turning to God for their comfort.)
Genesis 45:9-11

9 Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not:

10 And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast:

11 And there will I nourish thee; for yet there are five years of famine; lest thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast, come to poverty. 
Note:  Goshen was a grant of land given to the Israelites by the Pharaoh. In a spiritual sense, from how it is presented in the Holy Bible, Goshen means (to draw near,) see verse 10 directly above, . . . 10 And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, . . .).  It was inhabited by both Canaanites and Egyptians before the Israelites arrived. Joseph, after being sold into slavery by his own brothers, was taken to Egypt, where Joseph was eventually given the second most prominent position in the land of Egypt after the Pharaoh. When a famine hit the land of Canaan where Joseph's family lived, Joseph's brothers came to Egypt to purchase food. Joseph revealed himself to them and welcomed them into his home. Joseph told them that God had sent him ahead of them "to preserve life" (yes, indeed their lives) and that they were now in the land of Goshen, a land of plenty.



Genesis 45:4-6

4 And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt.

5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life.

6 For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and yet there are five years, in the which there shall neither be earing nor harvest. 
Genesis 50:20

20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. 

Note:  The Egyptians disdained (hated) shepherds and people who worshiped the True God, Jehovah, so they kept the Israelites separate from the rest of the population by placing them in a city called Goshen. This prevented them (Israelites) from assimilating and losing their culture and religion. Furthermore, this set them up for the Goshen blessing!

God protected them from the plagues that afflicted the rest of Egypt. God led them out of slavery and into freedom. God promised to be with them always.


Genesis 43:32

32 And they set on for him by himself, and for them by themselves, and for the Egyptians, which did eat with him, by themselves: because the Egyptians might not eat bread with the Hebrews; for that is an abomination unto the Egyptians. 

Genesis 46:30-34

30 And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, because thou art yet alive.

31 And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto his father's house, I will go up, and shew Pharaoh, and say unto him, My brethren, and my father's house, which were in the land of Canaan, are come unto me;

32 And the men are shepherds, for their trade hath been to feed cattle; and they have brought their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have.

33 And it shall come to pass, when Pharaoh shall call you, and shall say, What is your occupation?

34 That ye shall say, Thy servants' trade hath been about cattle from our youth even until now, both we, and also our fathers: that ye may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination unto the Egyptians. 

Goshen has a supernatural provision from God that promises His people prosperity in the midst of crisis. Sometimes God's blessing requires separation.  This could mean being ushered into a season where you feel that you are losing friends or stripped of material possessions as you are being prepared for much more.  Goshen is a place of separation. It is a spiritual place that is set apart from the rest of the world. In order to access Goshen, one must be willing to separate themself from the things of this world. This includes separating oneself from their own sinful ways and repenting. Once you've done this, you can then dwell in Goshen, i.e.:  draw near to God, and God Who never has moved, appears to then draw near to you.


Isaiah 29:13

13 Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:


Note:  Precept in the Hebrew means Commands or Commandments.




Isaiah 57:3

3 But draw near hither, ye sons of the sorceress, the seed of the adulterer and the whore.



Psalm 73:25-28

25 Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee.

26 My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever.

27 For, lo, they that are far from thee shall perish: thou hast destroyed all them that go a whoring from thee.

28 But it is good for me to draw near to God: I have put my trust in the Lord God, that I may declare all thy works.




Hebrews 10:22

22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.


Note:  The spiritual significance of dwelling in Goshen is that it represents a place of safety, plenty, peace, and rest, in place of certain death when we draw near to God. It's a place where we get nourished and refreshed surrounded by the spiritual drought and death all around us in the world without God the Father, God The Son (the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth,) and God the Holy Spirit.


Amen.  
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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