Islam teachings are very close to the teachings of the Old Testament in the Holy Bible. Since their "prophet" Muhammad "borrowed" much from the Holy Bible.  Muslims have prophets, and claim Abraham, too. They circumcise young boys, they fast, Muslim women are suppose to cover their heads, etc . . . . All these are teachings in the Holy Bible which came before the "founding" of the Muslim "religion".  Though these are in the Holy Bible, Christians due not practice them. Certainly, the greatest difference between these two is that Muslims do not believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  Muslims simply believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is only a "prophet" of theirs, and that he was never crucified as their god "allah" would never allow one of his "prophets" to hang on a tree.  Muslims simply say that the Lord Jesus Christ is not God (God the Son, the Only Begotten Son of the God the Father, Jehovah). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circumcision
Jewish law states that circumcision is a 'mitzva aseh ("positive commandment" to perform an act) and is obligatory for Jewish-born males and for non-circumcised Jewish male converts. It is only postponed or abrogated in the case of threat to the life or health of the child.[38] It is usually performed by a mohel on the eighth day after birth in a ceremony called a Brit milah (or Bris milah, colloquially simply bris), which means "Covenant of circumcision" in Hebrew. It is considered of such importance that in some Orthodox communities the body of an uncircumcised Jewish male will sometimes be circumcised before burial.[39]

Jewish groups oppose circumcision ban in US city . . .

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20110306/lf_afp/ushealthjewsreligioncircumcision;_ylt=AtM0f_aHGDcqwSWwSPbUzGCs0NUE;_ylu=X3oDMTJ1dmFpZ3VwBGFzc2V0A2FmcC8yMDExMDMwNi91c2hlYWx0aGpld3NyZWxpZ2lvbmNpcmN1bWNpc2lvbgRwb3MDNgRzZWMDeW5fbW9zdF9wb3B1bGFyBHNsawNqZXdpc2hncm91cHM-


Contrary to what Obama HUSSIAN Barack states, the United States was once a Christian nation, although the majority have been secular, they still followed the Judeo/Christian Law and belief system.  The WHO estimates prevalence in the United States at 75% (those who have been circumcised).


Philippians 3:3 

 3For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.


Circumcision is of the heart in the Holy Spirit, who is a Jew inwardly -- Christian.  Christians are those who Worship God in the Spirit (by the power and presence of the Holy Spirit,) and rejoice in the Lord Jesus Christ, and have no confidence in man or mans ability to be right with God.

Romans 2:29

 29But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.


Romans 15:8-9

 8Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers: 

 9And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, For this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name.


A strict Jew wouldn't allow himself to be a guest in a Gentile house, neither would he invite one to be a guest in his own home. A Scribal Law said that the dwelling places of Gentiles were unclean. 

Even the dirt from a Gentile country was also considered unclean. If anyone happened to track some Gentile dirt into Israel, the dirt remained defiled--it never mingled with Israel's soil; it just continually defiled the dirt of Israel. Consequently, whenever travelers left a Gentile country, they would always shake the dust off their feet, so they wouldn't bring Gentile pollution into Israel. When Jesus sent out the seventy to Preach the Gospel, He told them that if anyone didn't hear their words, they were to shake the dust off their feet

Matthew 10:14

14And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet.

In other words, they were to treat him as a Gentile (non-believer).  It is obvious that the Jews viewed Gentiles as unclean, and that had great ramifications. No food or drink prepared by a Gentile could be consumed by a Jew.  No Jew would ever eat with a Gentile. If a Gentile was ever invited to a Jewish house, he couldn't be left in the room lest he defile all the food in the room.  If cooking utensils were bought from a Gentile, they had to be purified by both fire and water. 

Israel's Absolute Diet:  In Leviticus 11 God laid down absolute standards regarding the diet of the people of Israel:

Leviticus 11:1-47

 1And the LORD spake unto Moses and to Aaron, saying unto them, 

 2Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, These are the beasts which ye shall eat among all the beasts that are on the earth. 

 3Whatsoever parteth the hoof, and is clovenfooted, and cheweth the cud, among the beasts, that shall ye eat. 

 4Nevertheless these shall ye not eat of them that chew the cud, or of them that divide the hoof: as the camel, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean unto you. 

 5And the coney, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean unto you. 

 6And the hare, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean unto you. 

 7And the swine, though he divide the hoof, and be clovenfooted, yet he cheweth not the cud; he is unclean to you. 

 8Of their flesh shall ye not eat, and their carcase shall ye not touch; they are unclean to you. 

 9These shall ye eat of all that are in the waters: whatsoever hath fins and scales in the waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, them shall ye eat. 

 10And all that have not fins and scales in the seas, and in the rivers, of all that move in the waters, and of any living thing which is in the waters, they shall be an abomination unto you: 

 11They shall be even an abomination unto you; ye shall not eat of their flesh, but ye shall have their carcases in abomination. 

 12Whatsoever hath no fins nor scales in the waters, that shall be an abomination unto you. 

 13And these are they which ye shall have in abomination among the fowls; they shall not be eaten, they are an abomination: the eagle, and the ossifrage, and the ospray, 

 14And the vulture, and the kite after his kind; 

 15Every raven after his kind; 

 16And the owl, and the night hawk, and the cuckow, and the hawk after his kind, 

 17And the little owl, and the cormorant, and the great owl, 

 18And the swan, and the pelican, and the gier eagle, 

 19And the stork, the heron after her kind, and the lapwing, and the bat. 

 20All fowls that creep, going upon all four, shall be an abomination unto you. 

 21Yet these may ye eat of every flying creeping thing that goeth upon all four, which have legs above their feet, to leap withal upon the earth; 

 22Even these of them ye may eat; the locust after his kind, and the bald locust after his kind, and the beetle after his kind, and the grasshopper after his kind. 

 23But all other flying creeping things, which have four feet, shall be an abomination unto you. 

 24And for these ye shall be unclean: whosoever toucheth the carcase of them shall be unclean until the even. 

 25And whosoever beareth ought of the carcase of them shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the even. 

 26The carcases of every beast which divideth the hoof, and is not clovenfooted, nor cheweth the cud, are unclean unto you: every one that toucheth them shall be unclean. 

 27And whatsoever goeth upon his paws, among all manner of beasts that go on all four, those are unclean unto you: whoso toucheth their carcase shall be unclean until the even. 

 28And he that beareth the carcase of them shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the even: they are unclean unto you. 

 29These also shall be unclean unto you among the creeping things that creep upon the earth; the weasel, and the mouse, and the tortoise after his kind, 

 30And the ferret, and the chameleon, and the lizard, and the snail, and the mole. 

 31These are unclean to you among all that creep: whosoever doth touch them, when they be dead, shall be unclean until the even. 

 32And upon whatsoever any of them, when they are dead, doth fall, it shall be unclean; whether it be any vessel of wood, or raiment, or skin, or sack, whatsoever vessel it be, wherein any work is done, it must be put into water, and it shall be unclean until the even; so it shall be cleansed. 

 33And every earthen vessel, whereinto any of them falleth, whatsoever is in it shall be unclean; and ye shall break it. 

 34Of all meat which may be eaten, that on which such water cometh shall be unclean: and all drink that may be drunk in every such vessel shall be unclean. 

 35And every thing whereupon any part of their carcase falleth shall be unclean; whether it be oven, or ranges for pots, they shall be broken down: for they are unclean and shall be unclean unto you. 

 36Nevertheless a fountain or pit, wherein there is plenty of water, shall be clean: but that which toucheth their carcase shall be unclean. 

 37And if any part of their carcase fall upon any sowing seed which is to be sown, it shall be clean. 

 38But if any water be put upon the seed, and any part of their carcase fall thereon, it shall be unclean unto you. 

 39And if any beast, of which ye may eat, die; he that toucheth the carcase thereof shall be unclean until the even. 

 40And he that eateth of the carcase of it shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the even: he also that beareth the carcase of it shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the even. 

 41And every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth shall be an abomination; it shall not be eaten. 

 42Whatsoever goeth upon the belly, and whatsoever goeth upon all four, or whatsoever hath more feet among all creeping things that creep upon the earth, them ye shall not eat; for they are an abomination. 

 43Ye shall not make yourselves abominable with any creeping thing that creepeth, neither shall ye make yourselves unclean with them, that ye should be defiled thereby. 

 44For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

 45For I am the LORD that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: ye shall therefore be holy, for I am holy. 

 46This is the law of the beasts, and of the fowl, and of every living creature that moveth in the waters, and of every creature that creepeth upon the earth: 

 47To make a difference between the unclean and the clean, and between the beast that may be eaten and the beast that may not be eaten.

Again, In other words, they were to treat him as a Gentile (non-believer, dog).  It is obvious that the Jews viewed Gentiles as unclean, and that had great ramifications. No food or drink prepared by a Gentile could be consumed by a Jew.  No Jew would ever eat with a Gentile. If a Gentile was ever invited to a Jewish house, he couldn't be left in the room lest he defile all the food in the room.  If cooking utensils were bought from a Gentile, they had to be purified by both fire and water. 

The Gentiles retaliated. They scorned the Jews. Circumcision, the Sabbath day rest, Worship of an invisible God, abstinence from certain foods, and all other aspects of the Jewish life-style were points of mockery for the Gentiles. 

Jews and Gentiles had been butting heads for centuries. Then came the Lord Jesus Christ, intending to make them one new man.  Two flocks to have but One Shepherd -- the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  This was a difficult thing for the Jew to practice.  The Apostle Peter had success in Acts 10, even though he experienced a few relapses later in his life.  In fact, this became so severe that the Apostle Peter was causing a wide division between the Brethren, including Barnabas that separated from the Apostle Paul over this issue.  So, the Apostle Paul had to correct the practice of the Apostle Peter. 


Galatians 2:11-14

 11But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. 

 12For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision. 

 13And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation. 

 14But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?


God to turn the dichotomy of Jew and Gentile into unity, He made some preparations . . .

I. GOD'S SOVEREIGN CALL

Acts 10:1-48 

 1There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band, 

 2A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway. 

 3He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. 

 4And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God. 

 5And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: 

 6He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do. 

 7And when the angel which spake unto Cornelius was departed, he called two of his household servants, and a devout soldier of them that waited on him continually; 

 8And when he had declared all these things unto them, he sent them to Joppa. 

 9On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour: 

 10And he became very hungry, and would have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance, 

 11And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending upon him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth: 

 12Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. 

 13And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. 

 14But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean. 

 15And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. 

 16This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven. 

 17Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should mean, behold, the men which were sent from Cornelius had made enquiry for Simon's house, and stood before the gate, 

 18And called, and asked whether Simon, which was surnamed Peter, were lodged there. 

 19While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. 

 20Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them. 

 21Then Peter went down to the men which were sent unto him from Cornelius; and said, Behold, I am he whom ye seek: what is the cause wherefore ye are come? 

 22And they said, Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God, and of good report among all the nation of the Jews, was warned from God by an holy angel to send for thee into his house, and to hear words of thee. 

 23Then called he them in, and lodged them. And on the morrow Peter went away with them, and certain brethren from Joppa accompanied him. 

 24And the morrow after they entered into Caesarea. And Cornelius waited for them, and he had called together his kinsmen and near friends. 

 25And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet, and worshipped him. 

 26But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; I myself also am a man. 

 27And as he talked with him, he went in, and found many that were come together. 

 28And he said unto them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another nation; but God hath shewed me that I should not call any man common or unclean. 

 29Therefore came I unto you without gainsaying, as soon as I was sent for: I ask therefore for what intent ye have sent for me? 

 30And Cornelius said, Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, and, behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, 

 31And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms are had in remembrance in the sight of God. 

 32Send therefore to Joppa, and call hither Simon, whose surname is Peter; he is lodged in the house of one Simon a tanner by the sea side: who, when he cometh, shall speak unto thee. 

 33Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well done that thou art come. Now therefore are we all here present before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God. 

 34Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 

 35But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him. 

 36The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) 

 37That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; 

 38How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. 

 39And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree: 

 40Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly; 

 41Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead. 

 42And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. 

 43To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins. 

 44While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 

 45And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

 46For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 

 47Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? 

 48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.


Verses 1-20 introduce the confrontation that resulted in the inclusion of the Gentiles in the Church. God prepares two people: God first prepares a Gentile, Cornelius, and then God prepares a Jew, the Apostle Peter. God gives each one a special vision that serves as preparation. Before the two could ever come together, God had to change their attitudes.



In verses 1-8 we see the vision given to Cornelius, and in verses 9-20 we will see the vision given to the Apostle Peter. So begins the inclusion of the Gentiles in the Church. By the time of Acts 11, the gospel spread to Antioch and many Gentiles were being saved. In Acts 13 the ministry of the Apostle Paul would be aimed at the Gentiles. The Apostle Peter, who opened up the Church to the Gentiles, would be sent to the Jews.  Jews and Gentiles were coming together in the Lord Jesus Christ. In Acts 11, the Apostle Peter reported to the leaders in Jerusalem that the Gentiles received the same gift of the Holy Spirit that they had received on the day of Pentecost.


Acts 11:17

 17Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God?

Finally, in Acts 15 the Council at Jerusalem was held. The Jewish Believers came to the conclusion that they would accept Gentile Believers as those who belong to the Lord Jesus Christ.  It all began in Acts 10.   I'm glad it did because I'm a Gentile. (<:)

As we see what God does with Cornelius and with the Apostle Peter, we will see principles that God uses when He deals with everyone in an evangelistic situation. We will see how God prepares the receiver of the gospel (Cornelius), and the messenger of the gospel (the Apostle Peter). At the perfect time, God brings the two together. These principles are important for our own understanding of how God prepares His messengers (Christians)  to communicate the gospel to prepared receivers at a divinely prepared moment.




Stationed in Caesarea, the capital of Roman Iudaea province, Cornelius is a Roman Centurion and is depicted in the New Testament as a God-fearing man who always prayed and was full of good works and deeds of alms. Cornelius receives a vision in which an Angel of God tells him that his prayers have been heard. The Angel then instructs Cornelius to send the men of his household to Joppa, where they will find the Apostle Peter, who is residing with a tanner by the name of Simon.

The conversion of Cornelius only comes after yet another vision given to the Apostle Peter (Acts 10:10-16). In the vision, the Apostle Peter sees all manner of four-footed beasts and birds of the air being lowered from Heaven in a sheet. Things that are called unclean for the Jews to eat.  A voice from Heaven Commands the Apostle Peter to eat. When he objects to eating those animals that are unclean to Mosaic Law, the voice tells him not to call unclean that which God has cleansed.

When Cornelius' men arrive, the Apostle Peter understands that the vision permits the conversion of the Gentiles. When Cornelius himself meets the Apostle Peter, Cornelius falls at his feet in adoration and Worship. Worship by bowing:  to bend the head, body, or knee in reverence, submission, or shame, to Worship by falling at one's feet.  This type of Worship is only to be given to a God.  The Apostle Peter corrects Cornelius:



Acts 10:25-26

 25And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet, and worshipped him. 

 26But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; I myself also am a man.


Picking Cornelius up, the Apostle Peter welcomes him. (Note:  the Roman Catholic "pope" who claims to come from this same Apostle Peter does not correct anyone who bows before him, but accepts their false Worship, which is blasphemy -- taking that which is due God to oneself.  (Blasphemy:  The act of insulting or showing contempt or lack of reverence for God; the act of claiming the attributes of deity; irreverence toward something considered sacred or inviolable)).

After the two men share their visions, and the Apostle Peter tells of the Lord Jesus Christ's ministry and His Resurrection, the Holy Spirit falls on all of them which heard the Word and Believed. The Jews among the group were amazed that Cornelius and other uncircumcised -- i.e.:  Gentiles, should begin speaking in tongues -- unknown language to them -- Hebrew, praising God. In other words, Gentiles who could not speak Hebrew spoke Hebrew to the Jews as a sign to the Jews that the Gentiles had received the same Holy Spirit as when the Apostle Peter, and the other Apostles, had spoken in tongues at Pentecost and the Gentiles heard the Gospel in their own language.

Therefore, the circumcised Jews who believed in Jesus Christ:  were astonished, as many as came with Peter; who were six brethren, as appears from Acts 11:1-15 these were amazed,  because that on the Gentiles also was poured out of the gift of the Holy Ghost; which they before thought was peculiar to the Jews; and this was according to their former notions, and the sentiments of the whole nation, 

Although the circumcised Jewish Believers were there, their belief as Jews was that the Calling was to the Jews ONLY.  Those at Pentecost, 3,000, that heard the Preaching of  the Apostle Peter and the other Apostles were Jews from other lands who heard the Gospel in their on language.  They did NOT believe the Gospel extended to the Gentiles.  So, although Believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, these Jewish Christians believed the Gentiles were excluded until the Gentiles spoke in Hebrew (or their new lands native tongue), a language they the Gentiles did not know.   So, these Jewish Believers were given a sign, which was the speaking in tongues (Hebrew or their adopted nations tongue (language)) by the Gentiles to the Jews and in their language -- and glorifying God to them.  Thus, although Believers, (but unbelieving at first that the Gentiles would ever be included) these Jews now were convinced, as was the Apostle Peter, that Gentiles were included in God's plan of Salvation.  The speaking in tongues was a sign unto them – the non-believers, the Jews (now Jewish Christians) since they didn't believe the Gentiles were included.  The sign was the same Holy Spirit had given the ability to Gentiles who could not speak Hebrew (or these other nations language) the ability to do so to Glorify God!

1 Corinthians 14:22

 22Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe.


Here, the Jews hear the men speak Hebrew (or their adopted native tongue) praising God -- and magnified God.  How would the Jews know that they were magnifying God unless the Gentiles spoke in Hebrew?  Thereupon, the Apostle Peter orders that Cornelius and his followers be baptized.


1. GOD CHOOSES THE RECEIVER

Acts 10:1-2 

 1There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band, 

 2A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway.

Note:  the Italian band was not a rock'n roll band.  It was an elite group of Centurions. (<:)

The first thing we learn about God's preparation of the receiver is that God Chooses him. God singled out Cornelius. There were many Gentiles who could have been saved and become the first Gentile to officially be introduced into the Church, but God Chose Cornelius. God is as involved in Choosing those to receive the Gospel as He is in Choosing the one to present it.   Both have to be Called by God. 

God's Plan . . .

John 6:37

37All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.

John 6:44 Jesus said, 

44No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.


Ephesians 1:4

4According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:


Acts 2:47

47Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.


Acts 13:48

48And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.

Acts 15:14

 14Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name.

Note:  Simeon=Apostle Peter

John 10:16

 16And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.

Note:  Other Sheep=Gentiles



The Apostle Paul is chastising Israel (Quoting from the Prophet Isaiah) for their failure to believe that the Gentiles were part of God's plan for Salvation:

Isaiah 65:1

 1I am sought of them that asked not for me; I am found of them that sought me not: I said, Behold me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called by my name.

Romans 10:20

20But Esaias is very bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought me not; I was made manifest unto them that asked not after me.


Romans 10:20 is specifically referring to the Gentiles. God sought them out before they ever asked for Him. 

God initially Chooses the receiver. That is His plan. He is building His body -- (the Church) by Calling out His sheep. God gives those who will believe the very desires of their heart, and makes a new heart of flesh out of a stony heart when man was sinful and not even looking for God. Thus, God Sovereignly Elects man to be Saved (from His wrath).

The Man and his City

Cornelius lived in Caesarea, one of the most beautiful places on earth.  It is a spot of land that juts out into the Mediterranean Sea. Today, there is nothing left but ruins. Caesarea was also the location of a military garrison. Pontius Pilate, and all the other Procurators of Palestine made their home there because the headquarters of the Roman government was located there. The population was dominated by Gentiles with a minimum number of Jews. Caesarea was located about thirty miles north of Joppa (which is known today as Tel Aviv). The Roman Emperor Augustus had given the city to Herod the Great as a gift. Consequently a fortune was spent to make it into a beautiful city. 

Cornelius's Occupation:  Centurion.

Cornelius was the Centurion of an Italian band. He was quite possibly of Italian extraction. The word "band" refers to a cohort.  A Centurion commanded a hundred men. A Roman legion had six thousand men and was divided into ten cohorts. Each cohort contained six hundred men, and each cohort had six centurions. Josephus indicates that five cohorts were stationed at Caesarea (The Wars of the Jews, II. xv). 

God selected, Elected, Called Cornelius as His man. He Choose him; Cornelius had a mind to know God -- he had a seeking heart by God's Calling. 


GOD'S CALL TO CORNELIUS . . .


Acts 10:2

 2A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway.

Cornelius was Sovereignly Chosen by God.  God reached down and gave him the disposition to turn and seek Him even when he was dead in his trespasses and sins.  As God gives each man their measure of faith:


Romans 12:3

3For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.


Ephesians 2:1

 1And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;



Why did God make the distinction between clean and unclean animals?

1. A SAFEGUARD FROM EPIDEMIC DISEASES . . . 

There are some animals that are more liable to carry epidemic diseases. Since the preparation of food in those days wasn't anything like it is now, God was purifying Israel from the threat of epidemic. The people lived in a close community. They moved in the wilderness as an army of people jammed together. If an epidemic ever broke out, it would have wiped them out. God preserved their existence.  Yes, God could have kept diseases from them by His sovereign power, but this was giving them a practical Code to live by in obedience to His Command. God was forming them into a unique people of His Own Choosing.  Giving them an unique identity in the world (satan's family) as Called out people, Chosen out of the world (satan's family) to be God's Elect, His Chosen:

Isaiah 45:4

4For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me.

2. A SEPARATION FROM OTHER NATIONS

The major reason is this: God had the people eat certain animals to distinguish them from other peoples. In those days, social intercourse mainly occurred at banquets. Their primary source of entertainment was feasts. So feasting was their primary means for developing relationships. God gave the Jews distinct dietary Laws so they couldn't mix socially with Gentiles. That was the main reason for the dietary Laws. When they did enter the land of Canaan, it was still easy for them to become intermingled with the Gentiles. God drew lines so that they would not be able to have social relationships with Gentiles--if they were obedient to those standards. The Gentiles were idolatrous neighbors.  Who worshipped anything and everything.  They did not have the Oracles of God, the Old Testament, and did not know God nor what God required of man.  The Jews, therefore, looked at Gentiles as unclean:  cattle, swine, or as dogs.  The Lord Jesus Christ Himself shows this to the Canaanite, that is PHOENICIAN woman:

Matthew 15:21-28


21Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. 

22And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. 

23But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us. 

24But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

25Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. 

26But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs. 

27And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table. 

28Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.


In the early years of the Church, a problem kept coming up: The Jews and the Gentiles who were in the Church wouldn't eat together. The Apostle Paul dealt with that problem in Romans 14. The Gentiles were abusing their privileges (their Liberty, freedom in Christ Jesus). It appears the Gentile Christians were inviting the Jewish Christians for dinner, and might have served ham.


Romans 14:13-15

 13Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way. 

 14I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean. 

 15But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not charitably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died.


Romans 14:1-3

1Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. 

2For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. 

3Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him.

God wanted to remove the barrier so that both groups could be one in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is clear from the Apostle Paul's teaching in Romans 14 above that God had abolished the Old Testament dietary Laws. 

The abolishment of those Laws doesn't mean that we should eat everything. We should have some discretion regarding what we eat. However, there are no ceremonial dietary Laws to keep people apart because God wants Christians together as one fold.



Elucidating the Teaching

Mark 7:14-23

14And when he had called all the people unto him, he said unto them, Hearken unto me every one of you, and understand: 

 15There is nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him: but the things which come out of him, those are they that defile the man. 

 16If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. 

 17And when he was entered into the house from the people, his disciples asked him concerning the parable. 

 18And he saith unto them, Are ye so without understanding also? Do ye not perceive, that whatsoever thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot defile him; 

 19Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, purging all meats? 

 20And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man. 

 21For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 

 22Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 

 23All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.


In the latter days, the antiChrist moves to keep people under the dietary laws . . .  (The Roman Catholic system of error).  The Roman Catholic Church teaches that all people are obliged by God to perform some penance for their sins, and that these acts of penance are both personal and corporate. Abstinence is asked throughout the year on Fridays, though the Bishops' conferences in some areas allow other penitential acts (e.g., prayer, abstinence from another food, giving up something like TV or chocolate).  The Knights of Columbus have long been proponents of holding fish fries on Fridays. Most parish based councils hold fish fries on Fridays during Lent, while other more well-off councils hold such events either monthly or bi-monthly throughout the year. Still others hold the event once or twice a year, according to demand and financial capabilities. Knights of Columbus fish fries are often advertised throughout the local parish or local community as a family event, often resulting in a social environment for parishioners to come together. The modern fish fry tradition is strongest in the state of Wisconsin, where more than 1,000 eateries hold a weekly fish fry on Fridays, and often on Wednesdays. The traditional Wisconsin fish fry is considered incomplete, to some, if missing the following ingredients: a choice of either fried or baked cod, bluegill, or perch, German-style potato pancakes and/or french fries, cole slaw, marbled bread, and at least two locally brewed beers. The strength of the tradition in Wisconsin is a fortuitous amalgam of various events and social processes. Wisconsin was settled heavily by German Catholics. The fish fry was also a means by which Wisconsinites successfully evaded many of the unpopular requirements of Prohibition. The tradition is perhaps strongest in southeastern Wisconsin. However, Scandinavian settlement of northern and eastern Wisconsin encouraged the preservation and development of the "fish boil", a variant on the fish fry, usually involving potatoes, white fish, kerosene, and a large cauldron. The current regulations concerning Lenten fasting and abstinence for Roman Catholics in the United States generally are as follows.Abstinence from all meat is to be observed by all Roman Catholics 14 years old and older on Ash Wednesday and on all Fridays of Lent.
Fasting is to be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday by all Roman Catholics who are 18 years of age but not yet 59.

Until the Second Vatican Council, Catholics were required to abstain from meat every Friday, as a form of penance in honor of the death of Jesus Christ on the Cross on Good Friday. Since Roman Catholics are normally allowed to eat meat, this prohibition is very different from the dietary laws of the Old Testament or of other religions (such as Islam) today.  Many Roman Catholics don't realize that Church still recommends abstinence on all Fridays of the year, not just during Lent. In fact, if Roman Catholics don't abstain from meat on non-Lenten Fridays, we're required to substitute some other form of penance.

The rules for fasting and abstinence in the Catholic Church are set forth in the Code of Canon Law (for the Roman Catholic Church) and in the Code of Canons of Oriental Churches (for the Eastern Catholic Churches). To a limited extent, they can be modified by the conference of bishops for each particular country (or, in the Eastern Churches, for each particular rite).

The Code of Canon Law prescribes (Canons 1250-1252):

Can. 1250: The penitential days and times in the universal Church are every Friday of the whole year and the season of Lent.

Can. 1251: Abstinence from meat, or from some other food as determined by the Episcopal Conference, is to be observed on all Fridays, unless a solemnity should fall on a Friday. Abstinence and fasting are to be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.

Can. 1252: The law of abstinence binds those who have completed their fourteenth year. The law of fasting binds those who have attained their majority, until the beginning of their sixtieth year. Pastors of souls and parents are to ensure that even those who by reason of their age are not bound by the law of fasting and abstinence, are taught the true meaning of penance.

In the United States, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has declared that "the age of fasting is from the completion of the eighteenth year to the beginning of the sixtieth." The USCCB also allows the substitution of some other form of penance for abstinence on all of the Fridays of the year, except for those Fridays in Lent. Thus, the rules for fasting and abstinence in the United States are:

Every person 14 years of age or older must abstain from meat (and items made with meat) on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and all the Fridays of Lent.

Every person between the age of 18 and 60 must fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.

Every person 14 years of age or older must abstain from meat (and items made with meat) on all other Fridays of the year, unless he or she substitutes some other form of penance for abstinence.  Silly as it seems, a 

If you are outside the United States, you should check with the bishops' conference for your country.

For the Eastern Catholic Churches, the Code of Canons of Oriental Churches prescribes (Canon 882):
Can. 882: On the days of penance the Christian faithful are obliged to observe fast or abstinence in the manner established by the particular law of their Church sui iuris.

Thus, Eastern Catholics should check with the governing body for their particular rite.

Since the Roman Catholic system of error teaches that it is through Grace and/or your Works that get you to Heaven, then they believe in paying "penance" for your sins.  Part of this penance is not to eat meat on Fridays.  They also forbid their "priests" from marrying or having a wife.


1 Timothy 4:1-5

 1Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 

 2Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 

 3Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. 

 4For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: 

 5For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.



The General Meaning of the Apostle Peter's vision . . .

In the Apostle Peter's vision, the clean animals represent the Jews -- circumcised, and the unclean animals represent the Gentiles -- uncircumcised. God was indicating that Jew and Gentile would be mixed together in His Church. The tarp, or sheet, is the Church. In the mind of God, the Church was born in Heaven. It then came down to earth and includes both Jew and Gentile Born Again Believers -- Christians. Significantly, at the end of the vision, the sheet was received up into Heaven. How will the Church leave this world? By the Rapture. God accepts His Church mixed with Jew and Gentile Born Again Believers -- Christians into Heaven. 

The Apostle Peter had learned that there was no more barrier regarding diet between Jews and the Gentiles. He had learned that God accepts both Jew and Gentile in His Church who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ alone as the Lord, God, and Savior. God was preparing the Apostle Peter's heart for His work.  God was Calling the Apostle Peter to be obedient. 


God Calls the Apostle Paul to also be obedient . . .

Acts 18:9-11 

 9Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: 

 10For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this city. 

 11And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.


God prepared the Apostle Paul to be His messenger.  God is in the business of doing that. (<:)  Everything happens according to God's Will and His Timing.


Colossians 2:1-23

 1For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh; 

 2That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; 

 3In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

 4And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words. 

 5For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ. 

 6As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 

 7Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. 

 8Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

 9For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

 10And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 

 11In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 

 12Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 

 13And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 

 14Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 

 15And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 

 16Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: 

 17Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. 

 18Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 

 19And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. 

 20Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, 

 21(Touch not; taste not; handle not; 

 22Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men? 

 23Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body: not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.

According to the Old Covenant, the Old Testament, Abraham circumcised his flesh (Genesis 17:9-14). Gentiles, non-Jews, normally did not practice circumcision.  Circumcision in the flesh was obedience to God done by man.  It was in the flesh to foreshadow the circumcision of the heart to be done by God.  In the New Testament, circumcision was not in the flesh of the private parts done by man, but in the heart by God. 

Galatians 2:7

7But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter;

The Apostle Paul was to Preach to the Gentiles (uncircumcision,) as the Apostle Peter was Called to Preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ among the Jews (circumcision).

Mark 16:15-16

15And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 

16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

To oversimplify the historical context: over time, the patristic Church taken over by (the Roman Catholic church/state system of error) came to believe that sin was transmitted sexually, and that Baptism washed away inherited original sin.  Therefore, babies were "baptized by sprinkling" for this purpose.  After the Reformation, many Churches kept this practice but changed its meaning to an act of dedicating a child to God.  Those in these Churches often see New Testament Baptism as a kind of continuity with Old Testament circumcision and/or an extension of Covenant to the next generation.

There is always this draw of those who do NOT understand the Truth of God to "drag the Old Testament into the New Testament!"  The Lord Jesus Christ taught a parable to explain this, but says you CANNOT do this!  The Lord Jesus Christ created a New Covenant, a New Testament which He says you cannot drag and put the old into the new.  No Priesthood of the Levites, for that was done away with.  No Tithe, as that was done away with, for the Tithe was for the Levites.  The Priesthood was now changed from the Tribe of Levi to the Tribe of Judah, under the Lord Jesus Christ alone, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah!

Matthew 9:16-17 

16No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worse. 

17Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved.

The Lord Jesus Christ says, if you do drag the Old Testament into the New Testament, by causing people to do things to be justified, then division!  What did the Lord Jesus Christ say?  Matthew 9:16, " . . . and the rent (rent in the Greek means:  division, to split into factions, be divided).  The Old Testament, being drug into the New Testament, would cause an even greater division among people who tried to follow the Old Testament (Jews) and the New Testament (with a mixture of both Gentiles and Jews Born Again Believers - Christians having conditions of the Old Testament sacrificial system drug into and attached to the new.  Why?  

Luke 5:36

36And he spake also a parable unto them; No man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with the old.

The rent is made worse: their new obedience to the traditions of men, making void the Law of God, instead of mending their garment making them righteous (right with God), marred their righteousness, and left them in a worse condition than it found them: (and besides, as it is in Luke 5:36, "the piece that was taken out of the new, agreeth not with the old")!

Luke 5:36

36And he spake also a parable unto them; No man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with the old.

Why, because the Lord Jesus Christ did away with the Priesthood of the Levis, their Tithe, and we don't live by the Old Testament and the Law, and the works required, the sacrifices to be done, Tithes to be paid . . . . We are NOT and CANNOT be justified, just -- right with God by following the Law (Old Testament,) but we are justified sinners, just - right with God, living by faith alone in Jesus Christ our Lord, God, King, Master by Grace alone!  Unless we follow ALL of the Law perfectly, not sinning even once, we are cursed of God, and are under His wrath!


Galatians 4:20-22 

9So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 

10For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 

11But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith.


The Apostle Paul said, I want to change my voice here -- have a different tone of voice with you here, to let you know how concerned and upset with you Galatians, as you have been taught the New Covenant of the Lord Jesus Christ, and now you desire to be brought back in under the Law (Old Testament requirements – circumcision, etc . . .):


Galatians 4:20-28

20I desire to be present with you now, and to change my voice; for I stand in doubt of you. 

21Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law? 

22For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. 

23But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise. 

24Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. 

25For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children. 

26But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. 

27For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children than she which hath an husband. 

28Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise.

 

We are children of promise -- The just shall live by faith.  ". . . The just shall live by faith."  Certainty here, shall, not might, maybe, if I think I should . . ."  Does this mean perfection, without stumbling, falling, sinning, backsliding?  No.  Our desire though is to please our Father in Heaven by being obedient to the Lord Jesus Christ and His command -- to be Baptized.

Galatians 2:1-13

 1Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also.

(Note:  The Apostle Paul says, it has been fourteen years ago I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas to speak against the Jews who were saying that Gentiles had to be circumcised.)

 2And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain. 

 3But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised: 

 4And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: 

 5To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you. 

 6But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: God accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added nothing to me:

(Note:  The Jews who claimed to have been converted and believed on the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth as their Lord, God, and Savior, were false brethren, although working together or at least seeming to work together against him, according to the Apostle Paul, could add nothing to what he had taught.)

 7But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; 

 8(For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:) 

 9And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.

(Note:  James, Cephas the Arabic name of Peter, and John, who seemed to be pillars.  What does that mean?  

The Apostles James, Peter, and John were esteemed so by others, and very rightly. They were pillars among the Apostles of the highest note and greatest eminence among them; they were the very chief of the Apostles; for though they were all in the same office, and had the same commission, and were employed in the same work, yet there were some who made a greater figure than others, as these did, and are therefore called pillars; they were more conspicuous, and to be observed, and taken notice of, than the rest; they were pillars in the church, set in the highest place there, and the ornaments of it. They are called so for their constancy and stability in preaching the Gospel, and suffering for the sake of Christ; they were steadfast and immovable in His work, nor could they be shaken or deterred from it by the menaces, reproaches, and persecutions of men; and they were the means of supporting others that were feeble minded, and of defending and maintaining the truths of the Gospel.  Paul states, though, that he is not a second rate Apostle, 2 Corinthians 12:11, and does not need to back down when these who are considered pillars err.)

 10Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which I also was forward to do. 

 11But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed.

(Note:  It must be understood, that the Apostle Paul did not withstand the Apostle Peter as an enemy, or use him with rudeness and ill manners; or as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, and false teachers resist the truth; but as a friend and a fellow Apostle, and equal and in an amicable manner, and yet with all uprightness: his reason for it was, because the Apostle Peter was to be blamed as Peter has already declared in the council at Jerusalem; though it is best to render the word, to be blamed, which shows that the Apostle Paul did not oppose him for opposition sake, rashly, and without any foundation; there was a just reason for it, for the Apostle Peter had done that which he was now culpable, and for which he was blameworthy; and what that was is mentioned in the next verse.) 

 12For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.

(Note:  Remember, the Jewish Christians, in Acts 11:1-3 had already attacked the Apostle Peter for eating with the Gentile Christians.  The Apostle Peter caved into their demands; therefore, this is why the Apostle Paul withstood the Apostle Peter in public before them all, in verse 12 above:  When the Apostle Peter met with Gentile Christians, and did eat with them, but fearing the Jewish Christians, " . . . but when they were come . . .  (that is when the Jewish Christians were come)"  " . . . he, that is the Apostle Peter, withdrew and separated himself from the Gentile Christians.  Why?  " . . . fearing them which were of the circumcision. (Jewish Christians, i.e.:  some of these were not converted at all and caused much trouble for the early Church, the Apostle Paul called them spies, false Brethren, Galatians 2:4 (actually coming in to destroy Christianity from within) those who upset many so much so that a council had to be called to straighten the mess out.  Why?  It was because these Jewish Christians had stated that the Gentile Christians had to be circumcised.  Acts 15 " 

While alone, the Apostle Peter, where the influence of heavenly Truth prevailed, he ate with the Gentile Christians, surrounding himself with the reputation of walking in the same liberty as others. However, when “certain persons” came from the Apostle James, from Jerusalem, where he himself habitually lived, the center where religious flesh and its customs still had (under the patient goodness of God) so much power, the Apostle Peter no longer dared to use a liberty which was condemned by those Jewish Christians who were still Jewish in their sentiments; the Apostle Peter withdrew himself then from the Gentile Christians  and would not eat with them. What a poor thing is man! Man is weak in proportion to our importance before men; when we are nothing, we can do all things, as far as human opinion is concerned. We exercise, at the same time, an unfavorable influence over others in the degree in which they influence us-in which we yield to the influence which the desire of maintaining our reputation among them exercises over our hearts: and all the esteem in which we are held, even justly, becomes a means of evil. The Apostle Peter, who fearedthose that came from Jerusalem, draws away all the Jews and even the Apostle Barnabas Acts 14:13-15 with him in his dissimulation. 

13And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation.


(Note:  dissembled means:

1. to take up another's statements in reference to what one has decided for one's self 

1. to reply, answer 

2. to make answer (speak) on the stage 

1. to impersonate anyone, play a part 

These Jewish Christians, joined in hypocrisy with one another by acting a part, that is acting the hypocrite, and referencing the Apostle Peter's comments or statements to such a degree that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy.

Now we see for the first time the explanation of why the Apostles Paul and Barnabas had a falling out.  The Apostles Paul and Barnabas was paired up and went on the Apostle Paul's first missionary journey together.  John Mark came as well, but departed during this first missionary journey.  The Apostle Barnabas started to be persuaded that the other Apostles, i.e.:  Peter, James, and John were correct in separating themselves from the Gentile Christians, as the Jewish Christians began to persuade the Apostle Barnabas that the Apostle Peter was correct in his actions.  This caused a rift between the Apostles Paul and Barnabas.  

The Apostle Barnabas then decided to take John Mark with him on his missionary journey; while the Apostle Paul took Silas.  John Mark was reconciled with the Apostle Paul, and is helpful to the aging Apostle.

2 Timothy 4:11

11Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry.

Acts 13:6-13

6And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Barjesus: 

 7Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God. 

 8But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith. 

 9Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him. 

 10And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? 

 11And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him by the hand. 

 12Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord. 

 13Now when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing from them returned to Jerusalem.

(Note:  John Mark departed from them and returned to Jerusalem during their first missionary journey.  An explicit reason is not indicated, however, it may be that Mark had held Simon the sorcerer (sorcerer =magos, singular of Magi), called Barjesus or Elymas, in high regard.  Remember, many of the Jews did.  This Simon the sorcerer, was withstood by the Apostles Peter, while there with Peter and the Apostle John, read here in Acts 8:9-25.)

Galatians 2:14-21

 14But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?

(Note:  verse 14 above, the Apostle Paul explains how he corrected the Apostle Peter before all of them.)

 15We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,

(Note:  verse 15, we are Jews by nature, that is birth . . . and not sinners of the Gentiles:  The Jews called the Gentiles sinners, because they were strangers to God's covenant, now called the Old Testament.  Paul, energetic and faithful, through Grace, alone remains upright: and he rebukes the Apostle Peter before them all. Why compel Gentiles to live as Jews in order to enjoy full Christian communion, when he, being a Jew, had felt himself free to live as the Gentiles? Themselves Jews by nature, and not poor sinners of the Gentiles, they had given up the Law as a means of securing the favor of God, and had taken refuge in the Lord Jesus Christ. They, however, sought to rebuild the edifice of legal obligations, in order to acquire righteousness, why had they overturned it? Thus acting, they made themselves transgressors in having overturned it.) 

 16Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. 

 17But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid. 

 18For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. 

 19For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. 

 20I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. 

 21I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.


This the Apostle Paul deeply felt; this he had been Called to set before the eyes and consciences of men by the power of the Holy Ghost. How many afflictions, how many conflicts, his task cost him! The flesh of man likes to have some credit; it cannot bear to be treated as vile and incapable of good, to be excluded and condemned to annihilation, not by efforts to annul itself, which would restore it all its importance, but by a work that leaves it in its true nothingness, and that has pronounced the absolute judgment of death upon it, so that, convicted of being nothing but sin, it has only to be silent. If it acts, it is only to do evil. Its place is to be dead, and not better.

We have both right and power to hold it as such, because the Lord Jesus Christ has died, and we live in His risen life. The Lord Jesus Christ has Himself become our life. Alive in the Lord Jesus Christ, I treat the flesh as dead; I am not a debtor to it. God has condemned sin in the flesh, in that His Son came in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin. It is this great principle of our being dead with the Lord Jesus Christ which the Apostle Paul sets forth at the end of the chapter (only first recognizing the force of the Law to bring death into the conscience). He had discovered that to be under a Law was to find himself condemned to death. He had undergone in Spirit the whole force of this principle; his soul had realized death in all its power. He was dead; but, if so, he was dead to the Law. The power of a Law does not reach beyond life; and, its victim once dead, it has no more power over him. Now the Apostle Paul had acknowledged this Truth; and, attributing to the principle of Law its whole force, he confessed himself to be dead by Law-dead then to Law.  How was he dead by the Law? Was it by undergoing the eternal consequences of its violation; for if the Law killed, it condemned too. 2 Corinthians 3:12-18  The Apostle Paul did not deny the authority of the Law, he acknowledged its force in his soul, but in death, in order that he might live to God.

Where then could he find this life, since the Law only slew him? This the Apostle Paul explains. It was not himself in his own responsibility, exposed as he was to the final consequences of the violation of the Law-who could find life in it! It was in and by the Lord Jesus Christ who had been crucified -- the Lord Jesus Christ who could suffer the curse of the Law of God, and death, and yet live in the mighty and Holy life which nothing could take away; which made it impossible for death to hold Him, although in Grace He tasted it. The Apostle Paul (whom this same Grace of God had reached) owning it according to the truth as a poor sinner in subjection to death, and blessing the God who granted him the Grace of life in and by the Lord Jesus Christ, thus, the Apostle Paul had been associated with the Lord Jesus Christ in God's counsels in His death (now realized by faith, and become true practically by the Lord Jesus Christ, who had died and risen again, being his life). He was crucified with Him, so that the condemnation of sin by the Law was gone for the Apostle Paul. It is the Lord Jesus Christ whom death under the Law had reached. The Law had reached Saul the sinner, in the Person of Him, the Lord Jesus Christ, who had given Himself for him.  In fact, and now Saul himself in conscience, and brought death there-but the death of the old man (see Romans 7:9-10) -and it had now no more right over him.  Nevertheless he lived: yet not he, but the Lord Jesus Christ, in that life in which the Lord Jesus Christ rose from among the dead-Christ now lived in him. Thus, the dominion of the Law over him disappeared (while ascribing to the Law all its force), because that dominion was connected with the life in regard to which he reckoned himself to be dead in and with the Lord Jesus Christ, who had really undergone death at The Cross for this very purpose. The Apostle Paul lived in that mighty and Holy life, in the perfection and energy of which the Lord Jesus Christ was risen from among the dead, after having borne the curse of the Law. With this, the Apostle Paul lived to God, and held the corrupt life of his flesh as dead. His life drew all its character, all its mode of being, from the source from whence it flowed.
 

Judaizer is "one who has Judaized", refers to “a Christian” who has accepted the necessity of adhering to the Mosaic Laws or to specific laws that have been superseded:  such as circumcision, Sabbath observance, or observation of the Passover. 


Remember, even the Apostle Paul had succumbed to pressure from the Judaizers, when the Apostle Paul circumcised Timothy: 

Acts 16:1-4

 1Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a Greek: 

 2Which was well reported of by the brethren that were at Lystra and Iconium. 

 3Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and took and circumcised him because of the Jews which were in those quarters: for they knew all that his father was a Greek. 

 4And as they went through the cities, they delivered them the decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the apostles and elders which were at Jerusalem.

Then, by the time the Apostle Paul had written Galatians, he now spoke the Truth of God instead of bowing to the pressure of the Judaizers:


Galatians 2:1-5

 1Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also. 

 2And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain. 

 3But neither Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised: 

 4And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage: 

 5To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour; that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.

Ephesians 2:8-13

 8For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

 9Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

 11Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 

 12That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 

 13But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.


Ephesians 2:19-22

 19Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 

 20And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 

 21In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 

 22In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

Here, the Apostle Paul is saying that the Ephesian Gentile Believers -- Christians, were once separated from salvation being Gentiles, but the Lord Jesus Christ broke the dividing wall between Jews and Gentiles, and that they (the Gentile Born Again Believers) became fellow citizens with the Jewish Born Again Believers -- Christians, in the household of God, being secure because they were built on the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, the Lord Jesus Christ being the foundation stone. They (Gentile Christians) are joined together (with Jewish Christians) in one Holy Temple, being continually built together by the Lord Jesus Christ.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circumcision
The American Medical Association report of 1999, which was "…confined to circumcisions that are not performed for ritualistic or religious purposes," states that "Virtually all current policy statements from specialty societies and medical organizations do not recommend routine neonatal circumcision, and support the provision of accurate and unbiased information to parents to inform their choice."[13]

The American Academy of Pediatrics (1999) stated: "Existing scientific evidence demonstrates potential medical benefits of newborn male circumcision; however, these data are not sufficient to recommend routine neonatal circumcision. In the case of circumcision, in which there are potential benefits and risks, yet the procedure is not essential to the child’s current well-being, parents should determine what is in the best interest of the child."[69] The AAP recommends that if parents choose to circumcise, analgesia should be used to reduce pain associated with circumcision. It states that circumcision should only be performed on newborns who are stable and healthy.[69]

The World Health Organization (WHO; 2007), the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS; 2007), and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC; 2008) state that evidence indicates male circumcision significantly reduces the risk of HIV acquisition by men during penile-vaginal sex, but also state that circumcision only provides partial protection and should not replace other interventions to prevent transmission of HIV.

Estimates of the proportion of males that are circumcised worldwide vary from one-sixth[60] to a third.[61] The WHO has estimated that 664,500,000 males aged 15 and over are circumcised (30% global prevalence), with almost 70% of these being Muslim.[9] Circumcision is most prevalent in the Muslim world, parts of South East Asia, Africa, the United States, The Philippines, Israel, and South Korea. It is relatively rare in Europe, Latin America, parts of Southern Africa, and most of Asia and Oceania. Prevalence is near-universal in the Middle East and Central Asia.[9] The WHO states that "there is generally little non-religious circumcision in Asia, with the exceptions of the Republic of Korea and the Philippines

The results showed that circumcision reduced vaginal-to-penile transmission of HIV by 60%, 53%, and 51%, respectively.[166] A meta-analysis of the African randomized controlled trials found that the risk in circumcised males was 0.44 times that in uncircumcised males.  Circumcision has been judged by the WHO to be a cost-effective method to reduce the spread of HIV in a population,[9] though not necessarily more cost-effective than condoms.  An inflammation of the glans penis and foreskin is called balanoposthitis; that affecting the glans alone is called balanitis. Both conditions are usually treated with topical antibiotics (metronidazole cream) and antifungals (clotrimazole cream) or low-potency steroid creams. Although not as necessary as in the past, circumcision may be considered for recurrent or resistant cases.  Circumcision was associated with a significantly reduced risk of urinary tract infection (UTI).  The American Academy of Pediatrics (1999) stated that studies suggest that neonatal circumcision confers some protection from penile cancer, but circumcision at a later age does not seem to confer the same level of protection.   

The Roman Catholic Church formally condemned the ritual observance of circumcision and ordered against its practice in the Ecumenical Council of Basel-Florence in 1442.[46] The Church presently maintains a neutral stance on circumcision as a medical practice.[47]  "Therefore it strictly orders all who glory in the name of Christian, not to practise circumcision either before or after baptism, since whether or not they place their hope in it, it cannot possibly be observed without loss of eternal salvation."

In other words, the Roman Catholic "church" states that if one becomes circumcised -- either before or after they are Baptized, whether or not they hope is placed there, that you cannot observe circumcision without a loss of eternal salvation.  Heresy.  Why?  What does the Holy Bible say?

1 Corinthians 7:19

19Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God. 


Here is another Heresy.  The decree of Roman Emperor Theodosius linked Rome with Saint Peter!

Emperor Theodosius was the first to officially decree that only those who believed in the myth of the “pope” descending directly from the Apostle Peter at Rome would now be considered Catholic or Universal. 


Emperor Theodosius I (347-395).
Emperor from 378 to 392.
Emperor Theodosius I was a roughneck Roman soldier from Spain. 

Pope Damasus I was also from Spain. 

In 380, Theodosius issued an edict that everybody in the Empire MUST believe that Pope Damasus was the successor of St. Peter.

Pope Damasus I (305-384). 
Pope from 366 to 384. 


Very soon after becoming Emperor, Theodosius issued a decree that everybody in the Empire MUST believe that Pope Damasus was the successor of St. Peter:  On January 19, 379, the emperor Gratian raised Theodosius to the rank of Emperor and gave him charge of the eastern half of the Empire. Theodosius was a general from Spain and a convinced partisan of Nicene orthodoxy. He did not wait long to show his colors. On February 28, 380, Theodosius issued an edict saying that anyone who did not follow the faith of Pope Damasus of Rome and Peter of Alexandria was a heretic. (The Church of the Ancient Councils, p. 104). 

Here's a copy of that edict :  It is our desire that all the various nations which are subject to our Clemency and Moderation, should continue in the profession of that religion which was delivered to the Romans by the divine Apostle Peter, as it hath been preserved by faithful tradition; and which is now professed by the Pontiff Damasus and by Peter, Bishop of Alexandria, a man of apostolic holiness. According to the apostolic teaching and the doctrine of the Gospel, let us believe the one deity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, in equal majesty and in a holy Trinity. 

We authorize the followers of this law to assume the title of Catholic Christians; but as for the others, since, in our judgement, they are foolish madmen, we decree that they shall be branded with the ignominious name of heretics, and shall not presume: to give to their conventicles the name of churches. They will suffer in the first place the chastisement of the divine condemnation, and in the second the punishment which our authority, in accordance with the will of Heaven, shall decide to inflict. (Theodosius, Edictum de fide catholica).

Emperor Constantine (false Christian) was the founder of both Latin and Orthodox Churches!


Emperor Constantine was the founder of the Latin Roman Papacy with headquarters at Rome, and the Orthodox Church with headquarters at Constantinople.

The English word CHURCH is translated from the Greek word EKKLESIA... In Acts chapter 19, EKKLESIA is used to describe a meeting place or assembly of the pagan goddess Diana of the Ephesians:

Acts 19:37

 37For ye have brought hither these men, which are neither robbers of churches, nor yet blasphemers of your goddess.

For ye have brought hither these men (Paul and Silas), which are neither robbers of churches (ekklesias), nor yet blasphemers of your goddess.


Statue of Constantine in York, England.     


Emperor Constantine divided the Roman Empire into two halves when he founded a new capital in the East called Constantinople.

The Western LEG of this divided Empire became known as the Latin Papacy, and around 1000 A.D., arrogated the name CATHOLIC or universal.  The Pope was also called Patriarch of the WEST until 2006!  The Eastern LEG of this divided Empire is based at Constantinople.
 
 
Colossal head of Constantine in Rome. 


These TWO churches represent the TWO LEGS of the metal image seen in the dream of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. 


FOUR world empires of Daniel 2. 

Daniel 2:28-49

 28But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these; 

 29As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter: and he that revealeth secrets maketh known to thee what shall come to pass. 

 30But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than any living, but for their sakes that shall make known the interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart. 

 31Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. 

 32This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, 

 33His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 

 34Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 

 35Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 

 36This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. 

 37Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. 

 38And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold. 

 39And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. 

 40And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. 

 41And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. 

 42And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. 

 43And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. 

 44And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 

 45Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure. 

 46Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they should offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him. 

 47The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret. 

 48Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon. 

 49Then Daniel requested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, over the affairs of the province of Babylon: but Daniel sat in the gate of the king.

The King of Babylon (confusion) had a dream in which he saw all of world history from his day to the end of time.

Daniel the Prophet interpreted the dream as a colossal statue composed of four different metals, representing four successive world empires.

The legs of iron represented the divided Roman Empire between East, Roman, West, and Constantinople. 

The stone or Rock that destroys the image represents Christ at His Second Coming.     


Four metals statue of Daniel 2. 


According to the inerrant and infallible Word of God, these TWO religions would be DIVIDED—but continue side by side until the end of time. 

Obviously you cannot give an organization the appellation (officialy name or title) Catholic or universal if it is confined only to the Western world. 

The Filioque finalized the rift between East and West!
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Filioque
The establishing of another capital of the Roman Empire at Constantinople split the Empire, but doctrinal differences, and later additions to the ecumenical councils by the Latins, finalized the separation or rift. 

Filioque, Latin for "and (from) the Son", was added by the Latin church to the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed. 

At the Council of Nicaea (325 A.D.) presided over by Emperor Constantine, a creed or statement of faith was promulgated which was binding on all the Roman Empire.

The Nicean Creed was further ratified by the Council of Constantinople in 381.   It's amazing that BOTH of these "churches" that claim authority, Rome in the West, and Constantinople in the East can be wrong about things that are written down and plain in the Holy Bible.

Notice how the Roman Catholic "church" changed a part:

In 325, they stated this:  Who for us men, and for our salvation, came down and was incarnate and was made man;

The Roman Catholics meet again in 381 and change that phrase to:  who for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man.

(We begin to see the honor now being given to Mary as opposed to only the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth).

In one holy catholic and apostolic Church; we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

This statement of faith included the error that baptism leads to the remission of sins or makes a person a Christian.  It does not.  It isn't Grace by Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ alone and His blood sacrifice and water baptism.  It is Grace by Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ alone and His blood sacrifice alone that saves.  It is not the Lord Jesus Christ's blood and Saint Louis water that saves.  It is the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ alone, by faith, given by God's Grace that saves.  If water can cleanse from sin, then Christ shed his BLOOD in vain!


Yes, there is one baptism, but not for the remission of sins.


Ephesians 4:4-6

 4There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 

 5One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

 6One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.


The Jews used many kinds of washings: but here a peculiar kind of washing is spoken of, which contains within it true baptism by repentance which is amendment of life due to forgiveness of sins.  Baptism of repentance: because John the Baptist required repentance antecedent (or repentance as a preceding event, condition, or cause) to Baptism, and administered Baptism upon profession of repentance, and as an open testification of it; and this for, or unto the remission of sins: not for the obtaining the remission of sins, as if either repentance, or baptism, were the causes of pardon of sin; but the sense is, that John the Baptist Preached that men should repent of their sins, and believe in the one to come, the Messiah, the Christ, who was to come; and upon their repentance and faith (Given as Grace by God the Father), then once that had occurred, repent (turn from previous way of not placing their faith in hope in the Messiah to come) to then be baptized; in which ordinance, they might be led to a fresh view of the free and full forgiveness of their sins, through the Lord Jesus Christ upon His appearing; Whose blood was to be shed for many.

Mark 1:4
John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.

Luke 3:3
And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins;

Only those who repented (turn directions from going away from God to following and seeking God) were fit subjects of John the Baptist's baptism. Hence it was called the "baptism of repentance." Repentance signifies, not only sorrow for sin, but the resolve to sin no more, such then also was for remission of sins. This indicates the object of repentance and baptism. Those who repented were forgiven and desired to be baptized as an outward show of an inward change.  You received the baptism of repentance once you've repented.

The great promise the Lord Jesus Christ makes in His Gospel to those who have repented, and have had their sins forgiven them; They shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost, shall be purified by His Graces, and refreshed by His comforts.

Mark 1:8
I indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.

Acts 1:5
For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.

Acts 11:16
Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.

Lastly, All those who follow the Lord Jesus Christ's Doctrine by repentance and who Believe are baptized (submersion) with water, as the manner of the Jews was to admit proselytes, in token of their cleansing themselves by repentance and reformation (which were the duties required) and done by the Holy Spirit within a man, and of God's cleansing a man both by remission of sins and by Sanctification, and of eternal life, which were the blessings promised. 

By the words of John the Baptist Preached the necessity of repentance -- in order to the remission of sins, and that the baptism of water was an outward sign of that inward cleansing and renewal of heart, which attend, or are the effects of true repentance, as well as a profession of it. 

In the ministry of John the Baptist, in which the way is made for the Gospel into the heart, by taking down high thoughts, and bringing them into obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ, by leveling the soul, and removing all that hinders us in the way of the Lord Jesus Christ and His Grace, then preparation is made to welcome the Salvation of God. Here are general warnings and exhortations which John the Baptist gave:  The guilty, corrupted race of mankind is become a generation of vipers; hateful to God, and hating one another. There is no way of fleeing from the wrath to come, but by repentance; and by the change of our way the change of our mind must be shown. If we are not really Holy, both in heart and life, our profession of religion and relation to God and His Church, will stand us in no stead at all; the sorer will our destruction be, if we do not bring forth fruits meet for repentance which is by proving we had been Saved by Grace by Faith alone in the Lord Jesus Christ alone.  John the Baptist gave instructions to several sorts of persons. Jews and Gentiles were baptized by John the Baptist.  Those that profess and promise repentance, must show it by reformation, according to their places and conditions. The Gospel requires mercy, not sacrifice; and its design is, to engage us to do all the good we can, and to be just to all men.  This same principle which leads men to forgo unjust gain, leads them to restore that which is gained by wrong.  John the Baptist tells the soldiers their duty. Men should be cautioned against the temptations of their employments. These answers declared the present duty of the inquirers, and at once formed a test of their sincerity. As none can or will accept the Lord Jesus Christ's Salvation without true repentance, so the evidence and effects of this repentance are here marked out.

It was Prophesied by the Prophet Malachi that John the Baptist (not specifically by name) but of Elijah the Tishbite, the Prophet, would be send before the Lord Jesus Christ appeared.  The Jews were looking for a reincarnation of Elijah, and because of this they missed not only the fullness of John the Baptist who was ". . . in the spirit and power of Elias," (Elias=Elijah) but they also missed Lord Jesus Christ as well.

The Jews thought that Elijah would come to refine and to cleanse (i.e. to pronounce what things are clean or unclean), and to remove afar off, and to bring near (i.e. to determine what was legitimate or illegitimate).  Elijah, though, was to compose differences; neither to remove, nor to bring near, but to make peace between God and man, therefore "behold, I send unto you Elijah the prophet, . . ."  How, looking for the Messiah, seeking God's Man to come and Save, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

John the Baptist did not have Elijah's miraculous power, for John did no miracle"

John 10:41

41And many resorted unto him, and said, John did no miracle: but all things that John spake of this man were true.

but his power of Preaching to "turning the heart," or with like success in his ministry. Both, Elijah and John the Baptist fell on degenerate times; both witnessed fearlessly for God; neither appeared much to us in Holy Scripture except in the direct exercise of their ministry; both were at the head of schools of Disciples; the success of both was similar, and both turned the Jews back to Worship the True God from their false “worship”. 

Now, the work of John the Baptist, though, was "to make ready" this people, by pointing out to them, in a ministerial way, wherein their readiness lay, to meet the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and be forever with Him in Heaven; not in a civil, moral, or legal righteousness; or in outward humiliation for, and abstinence from sin; nor in a submission to Gospel ordinances, and in a mere profession of religion, and in an observance of a round of duties; but in Justification by the Righteousness of Christ Jesus alone, and in regeneration and sanctification, by the power of the Holy Spirit and God's Grace; the one giving a right to, the other a meet (to come together with especially at a particular time or place d) for the heavenly inheritance: and John the Baptist as any other Gospel minister, may be said to make ready a people, in this sense; when they are Called by God to be the Lord Jesus Christ's instruments of the regeneration and conversion of sinners, and of leading them to the Righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ, alone, for their justification before God, and acceptance with Him.

Malachi 4:4-6

 4Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments. 

 5Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: 

 6And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.

Turn the hearts of the father (the Jews) and the heart of the children (Gentile Christians which came from the Hebrew religion) to their father . . .

Zacharias was a Priest and Prophet.  He was the father of John the Baptist.  Zacharias spoke this of his son, John:


Luke 1:1-17

 1Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us, 

 2Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; 

 3It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, 

 4That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed. 

 5THERE was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. 

 6And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 

 7And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were now well stricken in years. 

 8And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest's office before God in the order of his course, 

 9According to the custom of the priest's office, his lot was to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. 

 10And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incense. 

 11And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 

 12And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. 

 13But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. 

 14And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth. 

 15For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb. 

 16And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. 

 17And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.

Verse 17, "And he shall go before him . . ."  As a messenger went before a King, and when you see him coming -- the King's messenger in a hurry, you know the King is not far off.  John the Baptist came with great haste, and having the authority given Him of the King to announce the coming of the King. " . . . in the spirit and power of Elias, Elijah the Prophet, . . ." Thus, John the Baptist, sought to turn them back to God as Elijah had done.


John the Baptist was Prophesied by the Prophet Isaiah . . .


Isaiah 40:1-5

 1Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 

 2Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD's hand double for all her sins. 

 3The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

 4Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: 

 5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.


Hosea 3:5

 5Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the LORD their God, and David their king; and shall fear the LORD and his goodness in the latter days.

Two places are mentioned in the Old Testament concerning Elijah, it is not meant Elijah the Tishbite in his own person, but some one writing or to come in the spirit and power of him. 

2 Chronicles 21:12

12And there came a writing to him from Elijah the prophet, saying, Thus saith the LORD God of David thy father, Because thou hast not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat thy father, nor in the ways of Asa king of Judah,

Malachi 4:5

5Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:

John the Baptist was to go before him, go before the Lord Jesus Christ, in the power and spirit of Elijah - i.e.:  With the same integrity, courage, austerity, and fervor, and the same power attending His Word: to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children - To reconcile those that are at variance, to put an end to the most bitter quarrels, such as are very frequently those between the nearest relations: and the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just - And the most obstinate sinners to true wisdom, which is only found among them that are Called and know they were great sinners but are now righteous before God by the Lord Jesus Christ and His sacrifice for them at the Cross at Calvary.


John the Baptist, was to make ready for the Lord a people prepared [for him]. The custom was to have a close "friend", or "go-between", who comes before and prepares the bride to understand and appreciate her bridegroom:

John 3:22-29

 22After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea; and there he tarried with them, and baptized. 

 23And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized. 

 24For John was not yet cast into prison. 

 25Then there arose a question between some of John's disciples and the Jews about purifying. 

 26And they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him. 

 27John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven. 

 28Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him. 

 29He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.

Luke 1:17

 17And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.


So, did Elias (Elijah) turn God's people back to God from Baal?  Let's see . . .


1 Kings 18:1-46

 1And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the LORD came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth. 

 2And Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab. And there was a sore famine in Samaria. 

 3And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly: 

 4For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water.) 

 5And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all fountains of water, and unto all brooks: peradventure we may find grass to save the horses and mules alive, that we lose not all the beasts. 

 6So they divided the land between them to pass throughout it: Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself. 

 7And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah met him: and he knew him, and fell on his face, and said, Art thou that my lord Elijah? 

 8And he answered him, I am: go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here. 

 9And he said, What have I sinned, that thou wouldest deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay me? 

 10As the LORD thy God liveth, there is no nation or kingdom, whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee: and when they said, He is not there; he took an oath of the kingdom and nation, that they found thee not. 

 11And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here. 

 12And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from thee, that the Spirit of the LORD shall carry thee whither I know not; and so when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me: but I thy servant fear the LORD from my youth. 

 13Was it not told my lord what I did when Jezebel slew the prophets of the LORD, how I hid an hundred men of the LORD's prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water? 

 14And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here: and he shall slay me. 

 15And Elijah said, As the LORD of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I will surely shew myself unto him to day. 

 16So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him: and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 

 17And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel? 

 18And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and thou hast followed Baalim. 

 19Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table. 

 20So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. 

 21And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word. 

 22Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 

 23Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: 

 24And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken. 

 25And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under. 

 26And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made. 

 27And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. 

 28And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them. 

 29And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. 

 30And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down. 

 31And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name: 

 32And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed. 

 33And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. 

 34And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third time. 

 35And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water. 

 36And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. 

 37Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. 

 38Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 

 39And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God. 

 40And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there. 

 41And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain. 

 42So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees, 

 43And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up, and looked, and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times. 

 44And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down that the rain stop thee not. 

 45And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel. 

 46And the hand of the LORD was on Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.


John the Baptist Call was . . . To turn the hearts of the fathers. These are the last words of the Old Testament, there uttered by the Prophet Malachi, here expounded by an Angel in Doctor Luke's Gospel; there concluding the Old Covenant, as the Old Testament ends at Malachi,

Malachi 4:5-6

 5Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: 

 6And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.


Luke 16:16

 16The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.



To make ready a people prepared for the Lord. This was his mission, but it was only partially successful. The common people, who heard him gladly, received with gladness the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth; however, the Scribes and Pharisees, who rejected the forerunner -- John the Baptist, rejected also the King of Glory, the King of Righteousness, the Almighty God, the Prince of Peace, the Way, the Truth, and the Life, the Light of the world, the Bread of Life i.e.:  the Manna that came down from Heaven, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the first and last, the Alpha and Omega, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

Here then is the beginning of the Gospel. 


Matthew 1:1

 1The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.


Acts 2:38

38Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

The testimony was addressed to the Jews; nevertheless it was not confined to them, and it was separative. "Separate yourselves from this untoward generation." This separation was founded on a real and moral work-"repent": the past was all to be judged, and publicly demonstrated by their reception amongst Christians by Baptism, in order to receive the remission of their sins, and participate in this heavenly gift of the Holy Ghost.   This work is individual although the Apostle Peter was Preaching to a group.  God Calls whom He pleases.

Acts 2:36-47

36Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made the same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 

 37Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 

 38Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

 39For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the LORD our God shall call. 

 40And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation. 

 41Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. 

 42And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

 43And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 

 44And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 

 45And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need. 

 46And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 

 47Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.

Thus the assembly, the Lord Jesus Christ's Church was formed; and the Lord added to it daily the remnant of Israel, who were to be saved from the judgments that should fall on a nation which had rejected the very Son of God, their Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth; and, thank God, from yet deeper ruin. God brought into the assembly-thus owned of Him by the presence of the Holy Ghost-those whom He spared in Israel.  A new order of things had commenced, marked by the presence of the Holy Ghost. Here was found the presence and the house of God, although the old order of things still existed until the execution of judgment upon it by God when He brought the Romans against the Nation of Israel in 70 AD.

The assembly was formed therefore by the power of the Holy Ghost come down from heaven, on the testimony that the Lord Jesus Christ, who had been rejected, was raised up to heaven, being made of God both Lord and Christ. It was composed of the Jewish remnant who were to be spared, with the reserve of bringing in Gentiles whenever God should Call them. 

Repent and be baptized everyone of you; that repents and believes; that is, in water, in which John the Baptist administered the Ordinance of Baptism; in which the Lord Jesus Christ Himself was baptized, and in which the Apostles of Christ administered it; in this Philip the Evangelist, a Deacon in the Church baptized the Eunuch; and in this were the persons baptized that were converted in Cornelius's house; and it is distinguished from the Baptism of the Spirit, or with fire, the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit mentioned in the last clause of this verse; and which ordinance of water baptism was administered by immersion, as the places, Jordan and Aenon, 


John 3:23
And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized.

where John the Baptist performed it, and the instances of it particularly baptizing the Lord Jesus Christ, and also the eunuch.  Also, the end of it, which is to represent the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ which the Born Again Believer shares with Christ, as well as the primary signification of the word, show. Furthermore, this is to be done, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ; not to the exclusion of the Father, and of the Holy Spirit, in whose name also this ordinance is to be administered,


Matthew 28:19

19Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

but the name of the Lord Jesus Christ is particularly mentioned, because of these Jews, who had before rejected and denied him as the Messiah; but now, upon their repentance and faith, they are to be baptized in His Name, by His Authority, according to His Command; professing their faith in Him, devoting themselves to Him, and calling on His Name. 

The end for which this was to be submitted to, is, for the remission of sins; not that forgiveness of sin could be procured either by repentance, or by baptism; for this is only obtained by the blood of Christ; but the Apostle Peter advises these awakened, sensible, repenting, and believing souls, to submit to baptism, that by it their faith might be led to the Lord Jesus Christ, who suffered and died for their sins, who left them buried in His grave, and Who rose again for their justification; all which is, in a most lively manner, represented in the Ordinance of Baptism by Immersion: the encouragement to it follows -- and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost: not the Grace of the Holy Spirit, as a regenerator and sanctifier; for they that now Believed had that already; and is necessary, as previous to baptism; but rather the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit, particularly the gift of speaking with tongues there at Pentecost, which the Lord Jesus Christ had received from the Father and had given them by His Own Breath,

John 20:21-23

 21Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 

 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 

 23Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.

and had now shed on His Apostles who carried this power of the Holy Spirit forward to those who did not believe as a sign, not only tongues but also to Prophecy -- speaking the Truth of God and Glorifying God by His Word.



Acts 19:5

 1And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 

 2He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 

 3And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. 

 4Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 

 5When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

 6And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. 

 7And all the men were about twelve.


Only in the Gospel of Luke we have nothing of baptism.


Luke 24:47-49

 47And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

 48And ye are witnesses of these things. 

 49And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.


John 15:26-27

 26But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 

 27And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.



Paul (<:)
Jesus first!



