After satan had tried to tempt the very Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth returns unto Galilee, and Preaches in the synagogue on the Sabbath day.  Now, before I continue, I need to give you a bit of background as to why I chose this text to study.  A female friend of mine, whom I only know by commercial trade, is having a very difficult time of it financially.  She has been struggling for years, but it has only gotten worse during these tough economic times.  She has decided she needs to get her life right with the Lord as she feels the economic hardship was because she was far from God.  She does not have a religious upbringing.  So, she goes to one of the mega-Churches here, Grace (non-denomination).  Grace "preaches" the "prosperity gospel".  She told me Saturday, that she was trying to be right with God, and has begun Tithing, but things are only getting worse.  She has taken to hiding her car, where ever she is as she is afraid of it being repossessed.  She told me that the "preacher" preached on Luke 4 and the woman who gave what she had to God, and God blessed her and she was never hungry again.  This is NOT the point of this encounter, nor was it the reason the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth Preached it in the synagogue.

http://www.alemattec.com/The_Truth_about_Tithing.doc


Luke 4:14-32

14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through all the region round about.

15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.

16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.

17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written,

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,

19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.

21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

22 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph's son?

23 And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy country.

24 And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country.

25 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was throughout all the land;

26 But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow.

27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian.

28 And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath,

29 And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him down headlong.

30 But he passing through the midst of them went his way,

31 And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on the sabbath days.

32 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power.


In Luke 4:25-29 above, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth mentions the woman, which refers to the Prophet Elijah in 1 Kings 17 . . .

Note the Lord God of Israel spoke to the Prophet Elijah, and told him that God was providing food and water for him.  Water by the brook Cherith, and God had Commanded ravens to feed the Prophet.

1 Kings 17:1-24

1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.

2 And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying,

3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan.

Note:  Cherith in the Hebrew means:  destroy, fail, lack, cease, to cut off:  a brook where Elijah was hidden.  The Prophet Elijah was Commanded by God to hide himself. If Providence calls us to solitude and retirement, it becomes us to go in obedience: when we cannot be useful, we must be patient; and when we cannot work for God, we must sit still quietly for Him, and wait on Him to move us. The ravens were appointed by God to bring the Prophet Elijah meat, and did so. Let those who have but from hand to mouth, learn to live upon God's Providence, and trust it for the bread of the day, in the day that God has provided. God could have sent His Angels to minister to the Prophet; but God chose to show that He can serve his own purposes by the meanest and smallest of His creatures, as effectually as by the mightiest. The Prophet Elijah seems to have continued thus for more than a year. The natural supply of water, which came by common Providence, thus failed; but the miraculous supply of food, made sure to him by God's Promise, failed not. If the heavens fail, the earth fails of course; such are all our creature-comforts: we lose them when we most need them, like the still waters of brooks in summer. However, there is a river which makes glad the City of God, that never runs dry, a well of water that springs up to Eternal Life. Lord, God, give us that Living Water!


4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.

5 So he went and did according unto the word of the Lord: for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan.

6 And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the brook.

7 And it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land.

8 And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying,

9 Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee.

10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.



Note:  Many widows were in Israel in the days of the Prophet Elijah, and some, it is likely, would have bidden him welcome to their houses if they knew that he would provide for them; yet the Prophet Elijah is sent to honor and bless with his presence a City of Sidon, a Gentile city, and so becomes the first prophet of the Gentiles. Sidon or Saïda (Arabic: صيدا, Ṣaydā; Phoenician: , Ṣydwn; Greek: Σιδών; Latin: Sidon; Hebrew: צידון‎, Ṣīḏōn, Turkish: Sayda) is the third-largest city in Lebanon.  The person appointed by God, Commanded by God to provide for the Prophet Elijah is not one of the rich or great men of Sidon; but a poor widow woman, in want, and desolate, in desperate need of food, starving to death, and she is made by God both able and willing to sustain the great Prophet of God, Elijah. It is God's way, and it is His Glory, to make use of, and put honor upon, the weak and foolish things of the world.


1 Corinthians 1:24-29

24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.

25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:

27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;

28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:

29 That no flesh should glory in his presence.



1 Kings 17 continued . . .

11 And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand.

12 And she said, As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.

13 And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son.

14 For thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth.

15 And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days.

16 And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by Elijah.

17 And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in him.

18 And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son?

19 And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed.

20 And he cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?

21 And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into him again.

22 And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived.

23 And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth.

24 And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth.

Note:  The widow saw the miracle performed with food, but that was not enough to convince her who this man of God was, but when he healed her son, that showed her plainly that Elijah was truly a Prophet of God.  The woman was faithful to God's Calling, and had done what God had Commanded she would do; without the woman's knowledge that God was working on her behalf.  Nevertheless, she was obedient to provide food for the great Prophet Elijah.  Neither her faith nor obedience, however, shut out afflictions and death. Her child being dead, the mother spake to the Prophet, to vent her loss and the affliction in her soul of her great sorrow, rather than speak to the Prophet Elijah in hope of relief from an obvious impossible occurrence, her son's death. When God removes our comforts from us, He remembers our sins against us, perhaps the sins of our youth, though long since past and maybe conveniently forgotten by us. When God remembers our sins against us, His designs is to teach us to remember them against ourselves, and in thus doing to repent of them by fleeing to the Only One Who can forgive them forever, that is to flee to God Himself in our prayers.  The Prophet Elijah's prayer was doubtless directed by the Holy Spirit. The child revived, was brought back to life. Thus, we can see demonstrated here yet again, the power of prayer, and the power of Him who hears prayer, in and by His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth the sole mediator between man and God -- ALWAYS, even in the time of the great Prophet Elijah. 


The whole point of Luke 4:25-29 is NOT the "prosperity gospel" preached by false teachers.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth spoke this to show the Power of God, and that God moves in and by all things He Commands to do His Will.  Period.  Whether it be Ravens, or His Prophets, or a windowed Gentile woman.  God does all things by the council of His Own Will.  (Ephesians 1:10-12; James 1:18).  The Lord Jesus Christ showed the Jews that they might not be included in God's Grace, as all those in Israel are not of Israel, Romans 9:6, and that God has Chosen even Gentiles to receive His Grace.  The Jews so hated this, that they sought to kill the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth after this one short Sermon. 



Luke 4:25-29

25 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was throughout all the land;

26 But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow.

27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian.

Note:  Elisha the Prophet, not Elijah the Prophet, turned the Syrian to God, (a Gentile) and healed Naaman of leprosy, when Naaman was not even looking for God.  2 Kings 5:1 1Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, and honourable, because by him the Lord had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper.
 

28 And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath,

29 And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him down headlong.



James 5:17-20

17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months.

Note:  Elias, meaning the Prophet Elijah, was a man, just like any other man.  One who was failed like all men, but Called by God to speak His, God's Truth.

18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.

19 Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him;

20 Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.



Amos 8:10-12

10 And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; and I will bring up sackcloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourning of an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter day.

11 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord:

12 And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find it.

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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