Matthew 18:15-20

King James Version

15 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.

16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.

17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.

18 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

19 Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.

20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 
Note: This is the simplest form of a Church, when two or more are gather together in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Christ Jesus is there in their midst.



Malachi 3:16
King James Version

16 Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name.
Matthew Henry's Notes

The promise here refers to the meetings where two or three are gathered in His name, not only for Church discipline, but also for religious worship, or any act of Christian communion. Assemblies of Christians for holy purposes are hereby appointed, directed, and encouraged.


[1.] They are hereby appointed; the Church of Christ in the world exists most visibly in religious assemblies; it is the will of Christ that these should be set up, and kept up, for the honour of God, the edification of men, and the preserving of a face of religion upon the world. When God intends special answers to prayer, He calls for a solemn assembly, Joel 2:15-16. If there be no liberty and opportunity for large and numerous assemblies, yet then it is the will of God that two or three should gather together, to show their good-will to the great congregation. Note, When we cannot do what we would in religion, we must do as we can, and God will accept us.

[2.] They are hereby directed to gather together in Christ's name. In the exercise of Church discipline, they must come together in the name of Christ, 1 Corinthians 5:1-5 (chiefly verse 4). That name gives to what they do an authority on earth, and an acceptableness in Heaven. In meeting or worship, we must have an eye to Christ; must come together by virtue of His warrant and appointment, in token of our relation to Him, professing faith in Him, and in communion with all that in every place call upon Him. When we come together, to worship God in a dependence upon the Spirit and Grace of Christ as Mediator for assistance, and upon His merit and righteousness as Mediator for acceptance, having an actual regard to Him as our Way to the Father, and our Advocate with the Father, then we are met together in His name.

[3.] They are hereby encouraged with an assurance of the presence of Christ; There am I in the midst of them. By His common presence He is in all places, as God; but this is a promise of His special presence. Where His Saints are, His sanctuary is, and there He will dwell; it is His rest (Psalm 132:13-14), it is His walk (Revelation 2:1); He is in the midst of them, to quicken and strengthen them, to refresh and comfort them, as the sun in the midst of the universe. He is in the midst of them, that is, in their hearts; it is a spiritual presence, the presence of Christ's Spirit with their spirits, that is here intended. There am I, not only I will be there, but I am there; as if He came first, is ready before them, they shall find Him there; He repeated this promise at parting (Matthew 28:20), Lo, I am with you always. Note, The presence of Christ in the assemblies of Christians is promised, and may in faith be prayed for and depended on; There am I. This is equivalent to the Shechinah, or special presence of God in the Tabernacle and Temple of old, Exodus 40:34; 2 Chronicles 5:14.

Though but two or three are met together, Christ is among them; this is an encouragement to the meeting of a few, when it is either, First, of choice. Besides the secret worship performed by particular persons, and the public services of the whole congregation, there may be occasion sometimes for two or three to come together, either for mutual assistance in conference or joint assistance in prayer, not in contempt of public worship, but in concurrence with it; there Christ will be present. Or, Secondly, By constraint; when there are not more than two or three to come together, or, if there be, they dare not, such as they for fear of the Jews, yet Christ will be in the midst of them, for it is not the multitude, but the faith and sincere devotion, of the worshippers, that invites the presence of Christ; and though there be but two or three, the smallest number that can be, yet, if Christ make one among them, Who is the principal One, their meeting is as honourable and comfortable as if they were two or three thousand assembled.
 
. . . I'm in the midst -- By My Spirit, to quicken their prayers, guide their counsels, and answer their petitions.
Luke 10:1-3

King James Version


1 After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come.

Note:  The first two here in the Greek, ana, means:  Two (Two:  Upward, indicating the goal.) 

Original Word: ἀνά
Part of Speech: Preposition
Transliteration: ana
Phonetic Spelling: (an-ah')
Definition: as a preposition denotes upwards, up, as a prefix denotes up, again, back (toward a goal).


The second two here in the Greek, duo, means: Two (Two:  A primary numeral; "two" -- both, twain, two.) 

duo: two
Original Word: δύο
Part of Speech: Adjective; Indeclinable (Indeclinable:  No other form.) Numeral (Adjective)
Transliteration: duo
Phonetic Spelling: (doo'-o)
Definition: the number two
Usage: two.

Thus, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth sent the 70 upward, toward the goal he gave them, with another worker, or by twos that each one might have a helper, a counselor, and a sympathizer.

2 Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest.

3 Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves. 

Genesis 49:10; John 20:19; John 20:26; Romans 16:5; 1 Corinthians 5:4; 1 Corinthians 16:19; Colossians 4:15; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; Philemon 1:2

Matthew 28:20; Exodus 20:24; Zechariah 2:4-5; John 8:58; Revelation 1:11-13; Revelation 2:1; Revelation 21:3
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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