Pope Francis on Easter: Cling to faith amid wars and hatred
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2017/04/16/pope-francis-on-easter-cling-to-faith-amid-wars-and-hatred.html

Pope decries ‘vile’ attack on Syrians in Easter address 
http://www.seattletimes.com/nation-world/faithful-flock-to-vatican-as-pope-celebrates-easter-sunday/
Traditionally, the pope gives no homily during the late-morning Easter Mass, saving his reflections for the "Urbi et Orbi" message at noon.

But Francis broke with that tradition, giving an off-the-cuff homily during Mass, www.alemattec.com/'pope's' 'infallibility,' the man of sin . . . , God obeys the Roman Catholic  'priests,' filthy evil Roman Catholic mass . . . .doc, about what he described as a nagging question for many faithful: Why are there so many tragedies and wars if Jesus has risen from the dead, a belief that Christians celebrate each Easter?

"The Church never ceases to say, faced with our defeats, our closed and fearful hearts, 'stop, the Lord is risen.' But if the Lord is risen, how come these things happen?" Francis asked.

Note:  "The Church never ceases to say, . . . 'stop, the Lord is risen.'  "The Church never ceases to say, faced with our defeats, our closed and fearful hearts, stop, the Lord is risen." "The Church never ceases to say, . . . The LORD IS RISEN!" But if the Lord is risen, how come these things happen?" Francis asked.  Implication, leaves the reader and hearer to doubt.  
If is used to introduce an indirect question.  IF the Lord is risen, not being clear that the Lord IS risen (from the dead).   But IF the Lord is risen". . . how come these things happen?" Francis asked.

Very subtle (Subtle:  Cunning, wily, or crafty) indeed!

Genesis 3:1
1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

Note:  The Serpent, the one who is crafty, a tempter, Genesis 3:1,2,4,13,14, the man who was satan, that old devil, was more subtil:  cunning (usually in a bad sense) -- crafty, prudent, subtil.  Certainly a deceiver! 
A deductive argument is an argument that is intended by the arguer (Arguer:  Argue for or against.  To persuade, drive, etc., by reasoning.  To show, prove, imply, indicate.) to be deductively valid, that is, to provide a guarantee of the truth of the conclusion provided that the argument's premises are true. This point can be expressed also by saying that, in a deductive argument, the premises are intended to provide such strong support for the conclusion that, if the premises are true, then it would be impossible for the conclusion to be false. An argument in which the premises do succeed in guaranteeing the conclusion is called a (deductively) valid argument. If a valid argument has a true premises, then the argument is said also to be sound. All arguments are either valid or invalid, and either sound or unsound; there is no middle ground, such as being somewhat valid.
Here is a valid deductive argument:
It's sunny in Los Angeles. If it's sunny in Los Angeles, then he won't be carrying an umbrella. So, he won't be carrying an umbrella.
The conclusion follows the word "So". The two premises of this argument would, if true, guarantee the truth of the conclusion. However, we have been given no information that would enable us to decide whether the two premises are both true, so we cannot assess whether the argument is deductively sound. (Same way as the "pope" uses the word IF above.)  It is one or the other, but we do not know which. If it turns out that the argument has a false premise and so is unsound, this won't change the fact that it is valid argument but we cannot assess whether the argument is deductively sound (or completely True).

"The Church never ceases to say, faced with our defeats, our closed and fearful hearts, 'stop, the Lord is risen.' But if the Lord is risen, how come these things happen?" Francis asked.

Etymology
From the Latin meaning "leading"
"The fundamental property of a deductively valid argument is this: If all of its premises are true, then its conclusion must be true also -- because the claim asserted by its conclusion already has been stated in its premises, although usually only implicitly.
Note:  So, a valid deductive argument " . . . if the Lord is risen,"  Let's the reader deduct whether this is true based on the arguer then.  If, then, how?  If the Lord is risen, (then) how come these things happen?  This allows one to look at this argument in one of two ways:

1.)  The Lord must not have risen, because these things happen.  Then, the Lord Jesus Christ and all of the Apostles and disciples lied, the whole New Testament, and indeed the whole Holy Bible is thus false.

2.)  The Lord is risen, (but) how come these things happen?  Thus, we cannot assess whether the argument is deductively sound.  All arguments are either valid or invalid, and either sound or unsound; there is no middle ground, such as being somewhat valid.  The Lord is risen, BUT . . .  Sounds EXACTLY the argument of a non-believer.


"The Church never ceases to say, faced with our defeats, our closed and fearful hearts, 'stop, the Lord is risen.' But if the Lord is risen, how come these things happen?" Francis asked.

If is used to introduce an indirect question.  IF the Lord is risen, not being clear that the Lord IS risen (from the dead).   But IF the Lord is risen". . . how come these things happen?" Francis asked.

Note:  The Serpent, the one who is crafty, a tempter, Genesis 3:1,2,4,13,14, the man who was satan, that old devil, was more subtil:  cunning (usually in a bad sense) -- crafty, prudent, subtil.  Certainly a deceiver!

1 John 5:10
10 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.


Revelation 2:2-3
2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:
3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.
Revelation 21:8
8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

2 John 1:7
7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.
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"The Church never ceases to say, faced with our defeats, our closed and fearful hearts, 'stop, the Lord is risen.' But if the Lord is risen, how come these things happen?" Francis asked.


If is used to introduce an indirect question.  IF the Lord is risen, not being clear that the Lord IS risen (from the dead).   But IF the Lord is risen". . . how come these things happen?" Francis asked.

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth indeed has risen from the Dead, and sits on the right hand of God the Father in Heaven.  The Lord Jesus Christ told us that things would NOT change, that they would be as in the days of Noe (Noah,) and in the days of Lot.

Luke 16:20-31; Acts 10:1-48; Romans 14:7-9; 1 Corinthians 15:1-58; Matthew 12:40; Matthew 26:59-68; Matthew 27:40; Matthew 27:62-64; Mark 8:27-31; Mark 14:57-59; Mark 15:28-30; John 2:18-22


Matthew 26:64; Mark 14:62; Mark 16:19; Psalm 110:1; Luke 20:42-43; Luke 22:69; Acts 2:32-35; Acts 5:31; Acts 7:1-60; Romans 8:34; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 1:3; Hebrews 1:13; Hebrews 8:1-2; Hebrews 10:11-13; Hebrews 12:2; 1 Peter 3:21-22


Even as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was raised from the dead, the Lord Jesus Christ said that everything WOULD remain the same until He returned:

Luke 17:22-37
22 And he said unto the disciples, The days will come, when ye shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, and ye shall not see it.

23 And they shall say to you, See here; or, see there: go not after them, nor follow them.

24 For as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven; so shall also the Son of man be in his day.

25 But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected of this generation.
26 And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.

27 They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all.

28 Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded;

29 But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all.

30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.

31 In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not come down to take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back.

32 Remember Lot's wife.

33 Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it.

34 I tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left.

35 Two women shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the other left.

36 Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.

37 And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said unto them, Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered together.

Note:  "Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered together."  The meaning:  Where there are unrepentant sinners -- there judgments from Heaven will not be wanting. Job 39:30; Proverbs 30:17; Matthew 24:28; Luke 17:37; Revelation 8:13. 

President Carter, am I a Christian? 
https://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/commentary/2017/04/17/president-carter-am-christian
Question to Jimmy Carter, "What about someone like me whose faith is in the Sermon on the Mount, who aspires to follow Jesus' teachings, but is skeptical that he was born of a virgin, walked on water, multiplied loaves and fishes or had a physical resurrection? Am I a Christian, President Carter?"

Jimmy Carter's response, "I do not judge whether someone else is a Christian. Jesus said, "Judge not ..." I try to apply the teachings of Jesus in my own life, often without success."
www.alemattec.com/Judge not, not!, 2.doc
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Note:  The Holy Bible is clear on this issue, there is no other name under Heaven by which a man can be Saved.  Denying the Lord Jesus Christ brings about eternal damnation.  Works of righteousness, which a man does counts nothing toward a man's Salvation :

This man said his faith was in the Sermon on the Mount, a teaching, not in the Author and the finisher of the faith, Hebrews 12:1-2, not on the Lord and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  You are a reprobate, if the Lord Jesus Christ is not in you.  Thus, he as a non-Believer who comes denying the Lord, having his faith in the Sermon on the Mount . . . not in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, does not enter Heaven nor have Eternal Life unless he comes to know the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal, perfect, Lord and Savior -- alone, having none other who can Save him.  

2 Corinthians 13:5
5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?
Note:  Reprobates here in the Greek means:  A certain one or thing, a man of a certain kind, meaning:  A certain kind of man, i.e., one who is a non-beliver, injudicious (Injudicious:  Showing lack of judgment (spiritual judgment); unwise; imprudent; indiscreet.) and disapproved (Disapproved:  The reverse of approved.)  As reprobate, a certain kind of man, a non-believer, a man rejected of Christ.
Jude 1:3-4

3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.
4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Peter 2:1

1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.
Romans 5:1-2

1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:

2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
Acts 26:1-23
1 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth the hand, and answered for himself:

2 I think myself happy, king Agrippa, because I shall answer for myself this day before thee touching all the things whereof I am accused of the Jews:

3 Especially because I know thee to be expert in all customs and questions which are among the Jews: wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently.

4 My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews;

5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.

6 And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God, unto our fathers:

7 Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to come. For which hope's sake, king Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews.

8 Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the dead?

9 I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

10 Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them.

11 And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities.

12 Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests,

13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me.

14 And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.
15 And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.
16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee;

17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee,

18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.
19 Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision:

20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.

21 For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill me.

22 Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come:

23 That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles.
Ephesians 2:8-9
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
Romans 4:1-7
1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found?

2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God.

3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.
4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.

5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.

6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works,
7 Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered.
Titus 3:1-7
1 Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work,

2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men.

3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.

4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,
5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Matthew 10:32
32 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.

33 But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.
34 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword.

Acts 4:8-13
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel,

9 If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what means he is made whole;

10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole.
11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner.
12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.
13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.
John 14:6
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
John 6:40
40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.
John 6:44
44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.
John 5:25-27
25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.
26 For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself;
27 And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man.
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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