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Presbyterians Vote to Allow Same-Sex Marriages
DETROIT — The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) voted at its General Assembly on Thursday to change its constitution’s definition of marriage from “a man and a woman” to “two people,” and to allow its ministers to perform same-sex marriages where it is legal.

Both measures, passed by large majorities, are a reversal for a church that in 1991 and in 2008 barred its pastors from performing same-sex marriages, and that has held ecclesiastical trials for ministers who violated the ban and blessed gay couples.
The Presbyterian Church, a historic mainline Protestant denomination that spans a broad spectrum from liberal to conservative evangelicals, has been mired in the debate over homosexuality for about three decades. The General Assembly’s decision in 2010 to ordain openly gay ministers caused many congregations, including some of the largest, to depart.

About 350 of the denomination’s congregations have left since 2010, when the General Assembly voted to ordain openly gay clergy members, said the Rev. Gradye Parsons, the church’s stated clerk, in an interview. But it is still the nation’s largest Presbyterian denomination, with 10,038 churches in 2013 and about 1.8 million members.


Heath Rada, the newly elected moderator of the church, said at a news conference that he thought the measures passed because many Presbyterians were simply tired of having themselves and their church defined by the controversy over homosexuality.


Note:  While we attend to the great things of God's Law and of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, we must not neglect the smallest matter God has appointed.  The Ninevites had hearkened to Jonah, the Queen of Sheba to King Solomon, without even one miracle being wrought before them.  Then appeared a Bright Light, a Great Light, whom the Jews could not comprehend, Isaiah 9:1-3; Isaiah 10:16-18; Isaiah 42:5-7; Isaiah 51:4; Isaiah 60:1-3; Isaiah 60:18-20; John 11:9-10; John 3:19; John 8:12; John 9:5; John 11:9; John 12:34-36; Acts 9:3; Acts 12:7; Acts 13:47; John 12:46; 2 Corinthians 4:4, the Holy One of Israel, a Greater than Jonah was now among them, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  If the True Light, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth shone fully into the heart, there remained no darkness in it.  If the perfect (Perfect:  Whole or complete) Truth of God's Will was presented according to God's Own Wisdom, and Power, by the perfect Word of God (By the Word of Truth of God, The Power of God, and God's Wisdom, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth,  1 Corinthians 1:24, 2 Corinthians 6:7, John 14:6, this perfect Truth of God, Word of God, by Whom no one comes to the Father without) it was thus the evil, wicked, darkened heart that rejected it. The eye was that of evil, wickedness, and darkness, in which the notions and motives of a heart at a distance from God only darkened it further.  A heart that had but one object:  God and His Glory, would be full of Light, John 17:1-5.  Moreover, light does not merely display itself or show itself to itself, nor keep itself within itself, as light enlightens all around it. If God's Light, John 9:5, were given to a man, his standing before God, would be a man presented sinless before God the Father, for His seed (The Seed of the Holy Spirit of God placed in a man Called of God, one Born Again, the Elect of God, a True Worshiper, would become before God as one full of God's Light, which is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth,) Who remaineth in them, 1 John 3:9, and therefore, the man/woman would be full of Light before God and no part dark.


Luke 11:34-36


34 The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness.

35 Take heed therefore that the light which is in thee be not darkness.

36 If thy whole body therefore be full of light, having no part dark, the whole shall be full of light, as when the bright shining of a candle doth give thee light.

The Rev. Jeffrey Bridgeman, pastor of El Montecito Presbyterian Church, in California, served as the moderator of the 71-member committee that voted overwhelmingly to endorse both resolutions, even though, personally, he is opposed to same-sex marriage. He said in an interview before the vote that 10 of the 33 churches in his presbytery had left in the past two years, but that his quite conservative church was staying for now because “they feel they have a ministry.”

2 Corinthians 6:14-18

14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?

15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?

16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.

18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.


Revelation 18:1-6


1 And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. 
2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.

3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.

4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.

5 For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.

6 Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double.
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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