According to the Roman Catholic's Encyclopedia:  Absolution is the remission of sin, or of the punishment due to sin, granted by the Church. (For remission of punishment due to sin, see CENSURE, EXCOMMUNICATION, INDULGENCE.) 

Absolution proper is that act of the priest whereby, in the Sacrament of Penance, he frees man from sin. It presupposes on the part of the penitent, contrition, confession, and promise at least of satisfaction; on the part of the minister, valid reception of the Order of Priesthood and jurisdiction, granted by competent authority, over the person receiving the sacrament. That there is in the Church power to absolve sins committed after baptism the Council of Trent thus declares: "But the Lord then principally instituted the Sacrament of Penance, when, being raised from the dead, He breathed upon His disciples saying, 'Receive ye the Holy Ghost. Whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven them, and whose sins you shall retain, they are retained.' By which action so signal, and words so clear the consent of all the Fathers has ever understood that the power of forgiving and retaining sins was communicated to the Apostles, and to their lawful successors for the reconciling of the faithful who have fallen after baptism."

(My note now, concerning what the Roman Catholic System of error states concerning absolution.) 

The Lord Jesus Christ said, Receive ye the Holy Ghost, thus showing that their spiritual life, as well as all their ability for their work, would be derived from Him, that is the Lord Jesus Christ and depended upon Him. Every word of Christ which is received in the heart by faith, comes accompanied by this Divine breathing of His Holy Spirit; and without this there is neither light nor life. 

John 20:21-23

19Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.

"My note: . . . "being the first day of the week, . . ." i.e.: Sunday which is a pagan name for the sun god, but here after called the Lord's Day by early Christians or the first day of the week. Thus, the first day of the week is consecrated as the Lord's Day when He gave the Holy Spirit to the Apostles).

20And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the LORD.

21Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 

22And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 

23Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.

24But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 

25The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the LORD. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. 

26And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 

27Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 

28And Thomas answered and said unto him, My LORD and my God. 

29Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.


Thomas represents the Jews in the last days, who will believe when they see. Blessed are they who have believed without seeing. But the faith of Thomas is not concerned with the position of sonship. He acknowledges, as the remnant -- believing Jews in the last days will do, that Jesus is his Lord and his God. 


Jude 1:3-5

3Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 

4For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

5I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not.

Nothing is seen, known, discerned, or felt of God, but through this. After this, Christ directed the apostles to declare the only method by which sin would be forgiven. This power did not exist at all in the Apostles as a power to give judgment, but only as a power to declare the character of those whom God would accept or reject in the day of judgment.



John 20:22-23
22And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:
23Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.

Note:  “and saith unto them, receive ye the Holy Ghost: . . .”  Meaning not the Grace of the Holy Ghost in regeneration or being Born Again, which they had received already; but the gifts of the Holy Spirit, to qualify them for the work the Lord Jesus Christ was now sending them to do, and which were not now actually bestowed for by the Lord Jesus Christ's Own words when He ascended to God the Father He would then send another Counselor (the Holy Spirit) to teach them all things; this breathing on them, and the words that attended it, were a symbol, a pledge, and a confirmation, of what they were to receive on the day of Pentecost: hence it appears, that it is the Spirit of God, Who, by His gifts and Grace, makes and qualifies men to be Ministers of the Gospel; and our Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth by this action, and these words, gives a very considerable proof of His deity. The Roman Catholic system of error, the Papists, show their impudence and wickedness, in imitating Christ by their insufflations (insufflation - an act or the action of blowing on, into, or in: as a : a Christian ceremonial rite of exorcism performed by breathing on a person), or breathing on men; pretending thereby to convey the Holy Spirit to them and thus casting out demons or devils.


“. . . and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.”  God only can forgive sins, and Christ being God, has the power to do so likewise; but He never communicated any such power to His Apostles; nor did they ever assume any such power to themselves, or pretend to exercise it; it fact is is the mark of antichrist, to attempt anything of the kind; who, in so doing, usurps the Divine prerogative to forgive sins, places himself in His seat as King, Lord, Judge, and shows himself as if he was God: but this is to be understood only in a doctrinal, or ministerial way, by Preaching the full and free remission of sins, through the blood of Christ alone, according to the riches of God's Grace, to such as repent of their sins, and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ alone as the only way to God through His Grace alone; declaring, that all such persons as do so repent and believe, all their sins are forgiven for Christ's sake: and accordingly, they are remitted unto them; in agreement with Christ's own words, in His declaration and commission to His Disciples.

Mark 16:16

16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.


On the other hand the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth signifies, that whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained: that is, that whatsoever sins ye declare are not forgiven, they are not forgiven; which is the case of all final unbelievers, and impenitent sinners; who dying without repentance towards God, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, according to the Gospel declaration, shall be damned, and are damned; for God stands by, and will stand by and confirm the Gospel of his Son, faithfully Preached by his ministering servants (slaves); and all the world will sooner or later be convinced of the validity, truth, and certainty, of the declarations on each of these heads, made by them.

In any literal and authoritative sense this power was never exercised by even one of the Apostles, and plainly was never understood by themselves as possessed by them or conveyed to them with this power to, by their own authority, to declare binding our loosing of one's sin. The power to intrude upon the relation between men and God cannot have been given by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to His Ministers in any but a ministerial or declarative sense--as the authorized interpreters of His Word, while in the actings of His Ministers, the real nature of the power committed to them is seen in the exercise of Church discipline. It is simply agreeing with what Holy Scripture has already declared, if one will not follow as a True Worshiper would, but one who claims to be and this one goes and sins freely before the Church causing a trespass agaist another Believer, then we ALL can say that this person is bound in his sin. However, if there is sin against another in the Church, then we are to follow what Matthew 18:15-20 shows us the authority for discipline within the Christian Church lies within each Believer, but only when two or more agree, and when followed by what Holy Scripture declares. If the person refuses to repent after being Scripturally corrected, then they are to be treated as a heathen, non-believer and a sinner (publican) and again he is bound in his sin. If he repents, turns from the trespass unto righteousness then we all can declare that he is free from his sin. This is a huge problem with "seeker friendly" "churches" that bring all sorts into the Church, as they cannot discipline since all manner of false worship and trespass happens within their assembly.

Matthew 18:12-20

12How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray? 

13And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray. 

14Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish. 

15Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 

16But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 

17And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. 

18Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

19Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 

20For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.


The binding and loosing was expressly extended to all the Believers not just to the Apostles (see Matthew 18:18 above); so that the claim of Supreme Uuthority in the Church, made up for Peter by the “church” of Rome (Roman Catholics), and then arrogated to themselves by their “popes” as "supposedly" the legitimate successors of the Apostle Peter, is baseless and impudent. As first in confessing the Lord Jesus Christ, the Apostle Peter got this commission before the rest, and with these "keys," on the day of Pentecost, he first "opened the door of faith" to the Jews, and then, in the person of Cornelius, he was honored to do the same to the Gentiles. Hence, in the lists of the Apostles, the Apostle Peter is always first named. One thing is clear, that not in all the New Testament is there the vestige of any authority either claimed or exercised by the Apostle Peter, nor conceded to him alone, above the rest of the Apostles – a thing conclusive against the Romish claims in behalf of that Apostle Peter.



Matthew 23:8

8But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.

We see that both Apostles James and John wanted to rule over the others (see Mark 10 below), but the Lord Jesus Christ tells them they will not rule like the Gentiles do by having authority one over another, or lording it over one another. The Lord Jesus Christ says it will not be so with you as Apostles, for all ye are brethren. If you want to be great, become like the Son of God and become the servant of all.


Mark 10:35-45

35And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire. 

36And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you? 

37They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory. 

38But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? 

39And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: 

40But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared. 

41And when the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased with James and John. 

42But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. 

43But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister:

(Minister in verse 43 above, Diakonos, in the Greek means: one who executes the commands of another, especially of a master, a servant, attendant, minister, that is if you want to be great, you must become a subordinate servant (as a slave).)

44And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. 

(servant, Doulos, means in the Greek: bondslave, a slave, bondman, man of servile condition 
a slave)

The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth shows them that the dominion given man was generally abused in the world. If Jesus would gratify all our desires, it would soon appear that we desire fame or authority, and soon are unwilling to taste of His cup, or to have His baptism; and should often be ruined by having our prayers answered. He loves us, and will only give His people what is good for them.

The magistrates according to God's appointment rule over their subjects: but His Pastors are not called to rule, but to serve according to the example of the Son of God Himself who went before them, for in doing such He also was a minister of his Father's Will.

And whosoever of you will be the chiefest,.... Is desirous of the highest place and the greatest honor . . . shall be servant (slave of lowest order) of all: for the ministers of the Gospel are not only the servants (slaves) of Christ Jesus, but also of the Churches for His sake; and in serving them dutifully as a slave, they serve Christ: not that they are to be the servants (slaves) of men and to take their instructions from them and act according to rules prescribed by them, but instead to take instruction by Holy Scripture and follows those commands. Nor are they to seek to please men for then they would not be the servants (slaves) of Christ: but they become servants (slaves bound and owned if you will to those they Serve) to all that they may win souls to Christ, and increase His Churches, and enlarge His interest; and such as are most useful this way are the chiefest in the Gospel Church state; they are thus honored by Christ and esteemed by His people.

There are some that abuse the Lord's Graciousness toward them, the great encouragements Christ has given us in prayer. He hath said, Ask, and it shall be given you; and it is a commendable faith to ask for the great things He has promised and that the Father's Will alone be done; but it was a culpable presumption in these two Apostles to make such a boundless demand upon their Master; We would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire. You (the Lord Jesus Christ) serve as, and do what we desire of you. We had much better leave it to Him, the Lord Jesus Christ, to do for us what He sees fit, and He will do more than we can desire.

Ephesians 3:10-21

10To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 

11According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: 

12In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him. 

13Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory. 

14For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

15Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 

16That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 

17That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 

18May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 

19And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. 

20Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 

21Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.


What would ye that I should do for you? He would have them go on with their suit, that they might be made ashamed of it. 

Many have been led into a snare by false notions of Christ's Kingdom, as if it were of this world, and like the kingdoms of the potentates (kings) of this world. James and John conclude, If Christ rise again, he must be a King, and if he be a King, his Apostles must be great as well, and if we are great, let us two be greatest among our peers, and one of these would willingly be the Primus par regni—The first peer of the realm, and the other next him as equal brother, so that together they could be Chiefest above the others like Joseph in Pharaoh's court, or Daniel in Darius's Court.

The Lord Jesus Christ tells us, though, that His Kingdom is not of this world, and they will not rule as the Gentiles by Lording it over others.


John 18:35-37

35Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done? 

36Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 

(Note: It's interesting in verse 36 above, that the Lord Jesus Christ refers to "my servants" as Huperetes in the Greek, not Doulos (bondslaves). Huperetes means: of the attendants of a king, servants, retinue (retinue - a person attached or owing service to a household), the soldiers of a king.)

37Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.


The Apostle Peter makes no special claim other than he is an Elder (One who holds the Office of Bishop) and an Apostle, and forbides others to lord it over others as an Elder (Pastor) but to feed the flock . . .



1 Peter 5:1-4

1The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: 

2Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 

3Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being examples to the flock. 

4And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.


1 Peter 1:1-2

1Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 

2Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.



Mark 10:45

45For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.
Note:  There is no more offering for sin; there may be other offerings, as of praise and thanksgiving, but none for sin; there is no need, nor is any required, there is no need of the reiteration of Christ's sacrifice, nor will He be offered up any more, nor of the repetition of legal sacrifices by priests under the Old Covenant, nor ought they to continue any longer.


Hebrews 10:16-22


16This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; 

17And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. 

18Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin. 

19Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 

20By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 

21And having an high priest over the house of God; 

22Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

One of the unOfficial Titles of the “pope” is Vicar of the Son of God.

VICARIUS FILII DEI
	THE LITERAL MEANING:
	VICARIUS - substituting for, or in place of 

	
	FILII - means son 

	
	DEI - means God 
V/U – Are interchangeable when Roman Numerals are converted to Latin.


	 V = 5
	 F = no value
	D = 500

	 I = 1
	 I = 1
	E = no value

	 C = 100
	 L = 50
	I = 1

	 A = no value
	 I = 1
	-------------

	 R = no value
	 I = 1
	501

	 I = 1
	 --------------
	

	 U = 5
	 53
	

	 S = no value
	
	

	 ---------------
	
	

	 112
	112 + 53+ 501 = 666



Paul (<:)
Jesus first!
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