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Do you know why this is so?  These are Roman Catholic dominated societies which have always been slower economically than Protestant countries or those countries where Protestants with their free enterprise, capitalism and self-sufficiency ruled.  Where Roman Catholics held people in serfdom (through what is called the Dark Ages and the Middle Ages until Calvin and Luther freed them from that system by standing against it, protesting it . . .  That is why the Churches that stood against the Roman Catholic system of error are called Protestant).  Socialism and communism too are coexistent with Roman Catholicism as the individual gives up his freedoms to the state or the "church," instead of owing allegiance to God alone.

Arise, O Lord, and judge Thy cause. A wild boar has invaded Thy vineyard. Arise, O Peter, and consider the case of the Holy Roman Church, the mother of all churches, consecrated by thy blood. Arise, O Paul, who by thy teaching and death hast illumined and dost illumine the Church. Arise all ye saints, and the whole universal Church, whose interpretations of Scripture has been assailed. (papal bull of Pope Leo X, 1520)

So this "pope" calls the Roman Catholic system of error, " . . . the mother of all churches . . . )  Yes, this is true and this statement comes from their own false leader, the pope.  Let's see what Holy Scripture says about this "Mother of all Churches," and her daughters that come out from her (the other "churches" which are at first Protestant, but then turn to be just like their "mommy". . .):


Revelation 17:1-6

 1And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: 

 2With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. 

 3So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 

 4And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: 

 5And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

 6And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.

She is the mother of churches, it is true.  She is the Great Whore who sits upon many waters (peoples,) and she is drunken with the blood of the saints and the blood of the martyrs of the Lord Jesus Christ!


It truly seems to me that if this fury of the Romanists should continue, there is no remedy except that the emperor, kings, and princes, girded with force and arms, should resolve to attack this plague of all the earth no longer with words but with the sword. . . . If we punish thieves with the gallows, robbers with the sword, and heretics with fire, why do we not all the more fling ourselves with all our weapons upon these masters of perdition, these cardinals, these popes, and all this sink of Roman sodomy that ceaselessly corrupts the church of God and wash our hands in their blood so that we may free ourselves and all who belong to us from this most dangerous fire? (Martin Luther, 1521) 

Young people have lost that deference to their elders on which the social order depends; they reject all correction. Sexual offenses, rapes, adulteries, incests and seductions are more common than ever before. How monstrous that the world should have been overthrown by such dense clouds for the last three or four centuries, so that it could not see clearly how to obey Christ's commandment to love our enemies. Everything is in shameful confusion; everywhere I see only cruelty, plots, frauds, violence, injustice, shamelessness while the poor groan under the oppression and the innocent are arrogantly and outrageously harassed. God must be asleep. (John Calvin, 1537)

For many centuries, the only people who were literate were the monks and the priests. A pious laymen might have certain books read to him—the Gospels, for example, or Psalms—but rarely was the layman able to read the Latin for himself. The most common exposure was when priests read out passages in Church, though this was always in Latin and so was merely nonsense to the congregation. The closest laymen got to scripture was when the priest would explain and expound upon some Bible passage. 

Still, the translation itself was held to have been divinely guided, and so further translations were not to be trusted. The clergy felt strongly that Jerome's bible (Roman Catholic's bible) was the one true Bible and any further translation must necessarily incur error to some degree.

By the twelfth century, though, there were increasing numbers of laymen who were literate—not in Latin, but in their own native tongues. We hear of a translation of the Bible into French in this century, a translation done by the Cathars, a group in southern France who were condemned as heretics and largely destroyed in the thirteenth century by the Roman Catholic church, who has the blood of the saints on her hands. 

Other translations cropped up in later centuries, but they were always associated with what the Roman Catholic system of error considered heretics (Wycliffe in England, Hus in Bohemia). Translating the Holy Bible was not in itself heretical, but it was not difficult for the Roman church authorities to make a connection. Reading the Holy Bible was tricky and dangerous unless "guided by a priest".

Not only were more commoners literate in the vernacular than in Latin, but French, German, and English were not considered as rich as Latin; they lacked precision and depth, so that any translation into these tongues must necessarily be inferior was the thought of the Roman Catholic church. Finally, the Vulgate version was the product of "a saint," one of the Church Fathers. His work was divinely inspired. Could a modern (medieval) translator dare to place himself on the same level as Jerome? 

The example then were made of the Cathars, the Lollards and the Hussites as they were sought out and killed for their "heretical belief" than man can Worship God without the Roman Catholic "priests" guiding them. The Holy Bible ought not be placed into the hands of the common believers, lest they be led astray and lose their souls. 

Against this position there arose in the fifteenth century a radically different approach to the Holy Bible. It was articulated best in groups like the Brethren of the Common Life, laymen who came together to try to lead a more pure Christian life. Unable to find spiritual nourishment in their local churches, disillusioned by the moansteries (the traditional haven for the ardent lay Christian), some men and women simply began sharing a common life on their own. Bible study was an important element in this movement. 

The Brothers read the Bible and discussed it in study groups, with no priest to guide them. The Brethren stayed orthodox, thereby demonstrating that Bible study was not only possible but was an important part of an active spiritual life. 

In the same century, humanists began to discover errors in the Vulgate (The Roman bible). Some had crept in over the centuries, and some had been made by Jerome himself. Some humanists began working on new editions, in pursuit of a purer version of the Word. 

When the impetus for Bible study joined with humanistic training, the result could be radical. Both Luther and Calvin had received humanistic training, and both were believers in Bible study. And both produced vernacular translations of the Bible. 

The printing press gave their work a revolutionary social impact, not so much because the press could turn out thousands of copies, as because the press made each copy affordable. Not only could a German artisan read the Holy Bible for himself, he could own that Bible, and he could be guided in his reading by the many essays and tracts of Calvin, Luther and others. 

So, even as some Christians were becoming persuaded that they did not need the Roman Catholic Church to ensure their salvation, they were discovering that they did not need the priests to teach them their religion. They could read it for themselves and they could teach one another.


When God writes His Law on our hearts, we will not have to have someone declare to us "know the LORD", for they who have His Laws written there (on their hearts - the Elect, The Chosen, The Called, The True Worshipers, the True Believers) shall know me.



Jeremiah 31:34
34And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.

Hebrews 8:11
11And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.


This is especially true of Israel:

 13And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD; and great shall be the peace of thy children.

 secondarily, of True Worshipers, that is true Believers:

John 6:45
 45It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.

1 Corinthians 2:10
10But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.

1 John 2:20
20But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.

1 John 2:27
 27But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.

Remember, anointing means Chosen by one's own hand, by one's own authority.  True Worshipers, True Believers are Chosen, Called, and Faithful. (Yep, He, that is God the Father did the Choosing, it is not man that chooses Him.  He Chose us in Him, before the foundation of the world, before man was even created, He Chose who would believe and who would then be saved by His Grace alone).

John 14:15-18

15If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

 16And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 

 17Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 

 18I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.

Those that believe will be persecuted by the world (satan's family) . . .  Remember, though, that we have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things that He, the Comforter, the Holy Spirit will teach us by His Anointing on us.


Luke 12:11-12

 11And when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unto magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought how or what thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall say: 

 12For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say.


John 14:26-27

 26But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 

 27Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.


We are to keep our focus, always, on the Lord Jesus Christ . . .


Titus 2:13-15

13Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 

 14Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

 15These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee.


God has made promises to Israel, and even though they are unfaithful and in their sins and iniquities they are separated from God so that God has hid His face from them so that He will not hear their cries, God will keep His Word:  Forgiveness . . . iniquity . . . remember their sins . . . no more--


Isaiah 59:1-3

 1Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: 

 2But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. 

 3For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness.

Isaiah 59:11-13

 11We roar all like bears, and mourn sore like doves: we look for judgment, but there is none; for salvation, but it is far off from us. 

 12For our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against us: for our transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them; 

 13In transgressing and lying against the LORD, and departing away from our God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falsehood.


Jeremiah 5:24-26

 24Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear the LORD our God, that giveth rain, both the former and the latter, in his season: he reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest. 

 25Your iniquities have turned away these things, and your sins have withholden good things from you. 

 26For among my people are found wicked men: they lay wait, as he that setteth snares; they set a trap, they catch men.



What God is like unto Jehovah God?



Jeremiah 33:8

 8And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned against me; and I will pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have transgressed against me.

Jeremiah 50:20

20In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found: for I will pardon them whom I reserve.

Micah 7:18-20

 18Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy. 

 19He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. 

 20Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old.


This pardon is extended to all True Worshipers, True Believers, the Elect of God:

Romans 4:6-8

6Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, 

 7Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 

 8Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.


Acts 10:43

43To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.


Hebrews 8:11-13

11And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest. 

 12For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more. 

 13In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.


Thank God for His Compassion and Mercy in the New Covenant, which is the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ shed for the remissions of sins for His people, the Elect of God.  (Is the forgiveness for everyone?  No, the New Covenant is for many not all.):



Matthew 20:27-29

27And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: 

 28Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 

 29And as they departed from Jericho, a great multitude followed him.



Matthew 26:27-29

 27And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; 

 28For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 

 29But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.


Mark 10:44-45

 44And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. 

 45For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.

Mark 14:23-25
 
23And he took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them: and they all drank of it. 

 24And he said unto them, This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many. 

 25Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new in the kingdom of God.


Matthew 22:12-14 

12And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. 

 13Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness, there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 14For many are called, but few are chosen.


Revelation 17:14-15

14These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful. 

 15And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.


Hebrews 10:16-18

16This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; 

 17And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. 

 18Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin.

Paul (<:)
Jesus first!


