Abraham, Chosen by God was as the beginning of the Old Testament Believers and the Jews followed from him.  Abraham is also the beginning for the Christian Church. The Jews continued branches of this tree (here representing God's Kingdom on earth) till, as a nation, they rejected the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth; after that, their relation to Abraham and to God was, as it were, cut off. 

John 15:4-6

 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 

 5I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

 6If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.


Believers are branches of this Vine. The Root (the Lord Jesus Christ) is unseen, and our life is hid with the Lord Jesus Christ; the Root bears the tree, diffuses sap to it, and in Christ Jesus are all supports and supplies provided to His Own, True Worshipers, Born Again Believers. The branches of the vine are many, yet, meeting in the Root, are all but one vine; thus all true Christians, though in place distant from each other, meet in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Root.  The Lord Jesus Christ as the Word of God was before the world began, as He created the world.  The Lord Jesus Christ certainly, therefore was before Abraham.  The wicked Jews hated the Lord Jesus Christ for declaring that He was God, who was before Abraham.

John 8:57-59


57Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 

 58Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. 

 59Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.



Believers, like the branches of the vine, are weak, and unable to stand alone and must be borne up. God the Father is the Husbandman. Never was any Husbandman so wise, so watchful, so loving about His vineyard, as God the Father is about His Church given to the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, which therefore must prosper. We as True Christians must be fruitful. From a vine we look for grapes, and from a Christian we look for fruits of the Holy Spirit:  a Christian temper, disposition, and life. We must honor God the Father through God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and do good as unto Christ; this is bearing fruit.  If we do not honor the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth then we do not honor God the Father no matter what we say.  Why, the Father and Son together with the Holy Spirit are One God.

John 5:22-24

 22For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: 

 23That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him. 

 24Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.


The unfruitful branches are broken off, cut off, and taken away. Yet, even fruitful branches need pruning:

Hebrews 12:5-7

 5And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 

 6For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 

 7If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?


Yes, even fruitful branches need pruning.  The best of Christians have notions, passions, and humors, that require to be taken away, which the Lord Jesus Christ has promised as the sanctification of believers, and after they are pruned they will be thankful, for them. The Word of the Lord Jesus Christ is spoken to all Believers; and there is a cleansing virtue in that Word, as it works Grace, and works out corruption. The more fruit we bring forth, the more we abound in what is good, the more our Lord is glorified. In order to fruitfulness, we must abide in the Lord Jesus Christ, and in so doing we have our union with Him by faith. It is the great concern of all Christ's disciples, constantly to keep up dependence upon the Lord Jesus Christ, and communion with Him. True Christians find by experience, that any interruption in the exercise of their faith, causes holy affections to decline, their corruptions to revive, and their comforts to droop. Those who abide not in Christ Jesus, though they may flourish for awhile in outward profession of faith, yet come to nothing. The fire is the fittest place for withered branches, those that are cut off; they are good for nothing else. 

The Gentiles were grafted into this tree; being admitted into the Church of God. Multitudes were made heirs of Abraham's faith, holiness and blessedness. It is the natural state of every one of us, to be wild by nature. Conversion, being Born Again is God's way through His Only Begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to adopt us into His family (world) is as the grafting in of wild branches into the good olive.  Certainly God did the grafting, as we were dead in our trespasses and sins.

Ephesians 1:4-14

 4According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 

 5Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 

 6To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 

 7In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 

 8Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 

 9Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 

 10That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 

 11In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

 12That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 

 13In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 

 14Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.

Ephesians 2:1

 1And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

The wild olive was always ingrafted into the fruitful one when the fruitful one began to decay, and this not only brought forth fruit, but caused the decaying olive to revive and flourish. The Gentiles (wild branches), of God's free Grace, had been grafted in to share advantages of now being in God's Family through adoption by the Lord Jesus Christ to Himself. The grafted in ones (Gentiles) therefore ought to always beware of self-confidence, and every kind of pride or ambition; lest, they be found to have only a dead faith, and an empty profession (tares within God's Church which appear to have been grafted in but never were, that these tares with their empty profession of the Lord Jesus Christ should turn from God and thus be found to be one who he cuts off:   Verses 22 " . . . otherwise thou also shalt be cut off." and grafts back in one of the formerly decaying vines (who once had a stoney heart).  Verses 23 And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be grafted in: for God is able to graft them in again. 

 24For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert grafted contrary to nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree? 

If we stand at all, it is by faith that God the Father gives each by Grace through His Only Begotten Son the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth according to the measure of the Gift of Christ;

Ephesians 4:6-7

 6One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 

 7But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.



" . . . Again it is God Who hath dealt to very man the measure of faith . . ."

Romans 12:2-5

2And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

 3For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 

 4For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 

 5So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.


We are guilty and helpless in ourselves, and are to be humble, watchful, afraid of self-deception, of being overcome by temptation.  Not only are we at first justified by faith, but kept to the end in that justified state by faith only; yet, by a faith which is not alone, but which worketh by love from God to man.  We have a High Priest that keeps us always, and He lives forever to do so . . .


Hebrews 3:1-3

 1Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; 

 2Who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house. 

 3For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than the house.

Hebrews 4:8-15

 8For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day. 

 9There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. 

 10For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his. 

 11Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. 

 12For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

 13Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 

 14Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 

 15For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

Hebrews 6:17-20

17Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: 

 18That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: 

 19Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; 

 20Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.

Hebrews 7:24-28

 24But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 

 25Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 

 26For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; 

 27Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. 

 28For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore.

Romans 11:1-36

 1I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 

 2God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel saying, 

 3Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life. 

 4But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal. 

 5Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 

 6And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. 

 7What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 

 8(According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day. 

 9And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a recompence unto them: 

 10Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway. 

 11I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 

 12Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness? 

 13For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office: 

 14If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and might save some of them. 

 15For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead? 

 16For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches. 

 17And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert grafted in among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree; 

 18Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. 

 19Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be grafted in. 

 20Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear: 

 21For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. 

 22Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. 

 23 And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be grafted in: for God is able to graft them in again. 

 24For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert grafted contrary to nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree? 

 25For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 

 26And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 

 27For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 

 28As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the father's sakes. 

 29For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 

 30For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief: 

 31Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. 

 32For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. 

 33O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 

 34For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 

 35Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? 

 36For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.

Paul (<:)

Jesus first!

