Why do we as Christian American's Celebrate Thanksgiving unto the Lord?

Rush Limbaugh--The True Story of Thanksgiving, November 18, 2021

Rush Limbaugh:  If you have no idea, then what the hell was the answer, “Well, you know, what’s being taught is we gave thanks to the Indians gave thanks, the Indians teaching how to grow corn, maize, popcorn, and all that”? It is amazing when you stop and think about it. I don’t know what you were taught about Thanksgiving, but I was taught a version that goes like this: The Pilgrims showed up, and they were incompetents. They were well-intentioned good-hearted people but incompetent, and they didn’t know how to do anything. They were stumbling and bumbling around in a foreign place, had no idea even where they were.

And as they’re on the verge of starvation, the Indians stumbled upon ’em — across them — and showed them how to basically live, gave them everything, showed them how to grow crops and kill turkey and build tepees and stuff, and so the Pilgrims survived, and we were giving thanks, that Thanksgiving is to acknowledge the Indians’ role in saving the first Pilgrims. Now, it’s a quaint story, and it has attached itself to a number of people, but it is nothing to do…

Well, I can’t say that it’s nothing to do, but it is very far removed from what the first Thanksgiving is really about. Thanksgiving. George Washington first proclaimed it, Thanksgiving. Well, who was thanking who for what? That’s the root of the error. The root of it is that the Pilgrims must have been giving thanks to the Indians for saving them. That’s not what the Pilgrims were thankful for, as you will soon hear.

“The story of the Pilgrims begins in the early part of the seventeenth century (that’s the 1600s for those of you in Rio Linda, California). The Church of England under King James I was persecuting anyone and everyone who did not recognize its absolute civil and spiritual authority.” The first Pilgrims were Christian rebels, folks. “Those who challenged [King James’] ecclesiastical authority and those who believed strongly in freedom of worship were hunted down, imprisoned, and sometimes executed for their beliefs” in England in the 1600s.

Note:  The Church of England was simply the Roman Catholic 'church' with the King/Queen at its Head instead of the 'pope' of Rome.  It was/is Evil to this very day.  The Head of a Christian Church is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, not a mere man, 1 Corinthians 11:3; Ephesians 5:23; Colossians 1:12-29.  People also falsely claim that the Pilgrims were Puritans.  Simply not true.  They claimed that Puritans wanted to "purify" the satanic false Church of England, which was virtually the same as the satanic false Roman Catholic 'church'.  No, the Pilgrims were NOT Puritans but were Calvinist Separatist.  They did not want to purify the Church of England but to completely break, separate from it altogether.  They were persecuted by the Church of England.  They were called Brownists who were a Christian group in 16th-century England that were English Dissenters, early Separatists from the Church of England. They were named after Pastor Robert Browne, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Browne_(Brownist), who was born at Tolethorpe Hall in Rutland, England, in the 1550s. The terms Brownists or Separatists were used to describe them by outsiders.  Much like the term Christians, Acts 11:26, was first used as a slander against the followers of The Way, John 14:6, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  The followers of The Way, Christ Jesus, were considered a heresy which deviated from the Jews false belief concerning the Messiah, the Christ.  Heresy means -- Negatively, a personal (decisive) choice.  In early Christianity, the term heresy began to take on a much more negative connotation, referring to groups that deviated from what the satanic Roman Catholic 'church' called their false 'Apostolic Teachings' which caused division within their satanic 'church'.  Protestants (Protestant: Means to protest.  Protest the false satanic Doctrines, teachings of the Roman Catholic 'church,') were called by Rome a heresy.  The Apostle Paul was accused by the Jews of this heresy, and he proclaimed that he was a follower of The Way, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Acts 24:14.  The majority of the Separatists aboard the Mayflower in 1620 were Brownists, and the Pilgrims were known into the 20th century as the Brownist Emigration.  


Exodus 17:1
17 And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, after their journeys, according to the commandment of the Lord, and pitched in Rephidim: and there was no water for the people to drink.

The wilderness of Sin through which they journeyed into this valley is very barren, as the Wilderness of Sin has extremely dry and thirsty aspect, little or no water is to be found, parched, scarcely even a dwarfish shrub to be seen, and the only shelter to the children of Israel (and so too these panting Pilgrims) is under the shadow, and the only cooling to be provided, is only of the great overhanging cliffs.  (Note:  The Great overhanging cliff is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Who is the Rock of Offence, Isaiah 8:13-15; Romans 9:30-33; 1 Peter 2:1-8, and by His Own Words to the Apostles, specifically to the Apostle Peter; is that He, that is the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, is this "Rock," and this Greek Word petra that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth speaks of Himself declares this to the Apostles and to the world):



Matthew 16:18
18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter (petros--a peeble, a small rock found on the roadside), and upon this rock (petras--huge overhanging cliff, Christ Jesus) I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.


Matthew 16:18
18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.


4074 Greek for Peter means:
Original Word: Πέτρος, ου, ὁ
Part of Speech: Noun, Masculine
Transliteration: Petros
Phonetic Spelling: (pet'-ros)
Short Definition: Peter
Definition: Peter, a Greek name meaning rock.  A small stone, a pebble, found along a pathway or road side.
4074 Pétros (a masculine noun) – properly, a stone (pebble), such as a small rock found along a pathway. 4074 /Pétros ("small stone").  (petros) is a stone . . . such as a man might throw".

 
The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth declares to the pebble -- the Apostle Peter -- the small rock, small stone found along a pathway or road side, that He, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is "this Rock":

The word "rock" in the Greek here that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth speaks is of Himself, and means:

4073 petra: a (large mass of) rock
Original Word: πέτρα, ας, ἡ
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine
Transliteration: petra
Phonetic Spelling: (pet'-ra)
Short Definition: rock
Definition: A rock, ledge, cliff, cave, stony ground, a projecting rock, a crag (Crag:  A steep rugged rock or cliff), a massive overhanging cliff.

4073 pétra (a feminine noun) – "A mass of connected rock," 4073 (pétra) is a "Solid or native rock, rising up through the earth, (think of the Rock of Gibraltar)" A huge mass of rock (a boulder), such as a projecting cliff, an overhanging cliff.  4073 (petra) is "A projecting rock, cliff."

Notice that the Apostle Peter never refers to himself as the Rock.  The Lord Jesus Christ, as a King, renamed the Apostle Peter to Cephus, John 1:42.  It was the prerogative of a King to change someone's name, to grant them a title, such as Barron, Protector, etc . . .  The only person, other than Christ Jesus changing the Apostle Peter's name to Cephus to use the name Cephus in the New Testament is the Apostle Paul.  The name Cephus means, a rock or stone, and as we found out a peeble, a small rock or stone found along the roadway.  The name "Cephas" is Aramaic, the common language spoken by Jews in Palestine during the time of the Lord Jesus Christ on earth. By giving Simon the name Cephas, Christ Jesus was not only acknowledging the Apostle Peter's role in the early Church, but also connecting him to the Jewish heritage and the Prophetic tradition of God renaming individuals to signify their Divine purpose (e.g., Abram to Abraham, Jacob to Israel).
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“A group of separatists,” Christians who didn’t want to buy into the Church of England or live under the rule of King James I, “first fled to Holland and established a community” of themselves there. “After eleven years, about forty of them” having heard about this New World Christopher Columbus had discovered, decided to go. Forty of them “agreed to make a perilous journey to the New World, where [they knew] they would certainly face hardships, but” the reason they did it was so they “could live and worship God according to the dictates of their own consciences” and beliefs.
https://www.Alemattec.com/Why the Pilgrims Really Came to America - Thanksgiving Special.pdf
The Pilgrims' Legacy
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/thanksgiving/the-pilgrims-legacy-1364598.html
Pilgrims and Puritans in 17th Century New England
https://sail1620.org/Pilgrims_and_Puritans_in_17th_Century_New_England
Calvinism in History: Calvinism in America by Loraine Boettner
https://archive.ph/jl8Ma
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“On August 1, 1620, the Mayflower set sail. It carried a total of 102 passengers, including forty Pilgrims,” now known as Pilgrims, “led by William Bradford. On the journey, Bradford set up an agreement, a contract, that established” how they would live once they got there. The contract set forth “just and equal laws for all members of the new community, irrespective of their religious beliefs,” or political beliefs. “Where did the revolutionary ideas expressed in the Mayflower Compact come from? From the Bible.

The Pilgrims were a “devoutly religious people completely steeped in the lessons of the Old and New Testaments. They looked to the ancient Israelites for their example. And, because of the biblical precedents set forth in Scripture, they never doubted that their experiment would work.” They believed in God. They believed they were in the hands of God. As you know, “this was no pleasure cruise, friends. The journey” to the New World on the tiny, by today’s standards, sailing ship. It was long, it was arduous.

There was sickness, there was seasickness, it was wet. It was the opposite of anything you think of today as a cruise today on the open ocean. When they “landed in New England in November, they found, according to Bradford’s detailed journal, a cold, barren, desolate wilderness. There were no friends to greet them, he wrote. There were no houses to shelter them. There were no inns where they could refresh themselves.” There was nothing.

“[T]he sacrifice they had made for freedom was just beginning. During the first winter, half the Pilgrims — including Bradford’s own wife — died of either starvation, sickness or exposure.” They endured that first winter. “When spring finally came,” they had, by that time, met the indigenous people, the Indians, and indeed the “Indians taught the settlers how to plant corn, fish for cod and skin beavers” and other animals “for coats.” But there wasn’t any prosperity. “[T]hey did not yet prosper!” They were still dependent. They were still confused. They were still in a new place, essentially alone among like minded people.
“This is important to understand because this is where modern American history lessons often end. Thanksgiving is actually explained in some textbooks as a holiday for which the Pilgrims gave thanks to the Indians for saving their lives, rather than what it really was. That happened, don’t misunderstand. That all happened, but that’s not — according to William Bradford’s journal — what they ultimately gave thanks for. “Here is the part that has been omitted: The original contract” that they made on the Mayflower as they were traveling to the New World… 
They actually had to enter into that contract “with their merchant-sponsors in London,” because they had no money on their own. The needed sponsor. They found merchants in London to sponsor them. The merchants in London were making an investment, and as such, the Pilgrims agreed that “everything they produced to go into a common store,” or bank, common account, “and each member of the community was entitled to one common share” in this bank. Out of this, the merchants would be repaid until they were paid off.

“All of the land they cleared and the houses they built belong to the community as well.” Everything belonged to everybody and everybody had one share in it. They were going to distribute it equally.” That was considered to be the epitome of fairness, sharing the hardship burdens and everything like that. “Nobody owned anything. It was a commune, folks. It was the forerunner to the communes we saw in the ’60s and ’70s out in California,” and other parts of the country, “and it was complete with organic vegetables, by the way.

“Bradford, who had become the new governor of the colony, recognized that” it wasn’t working. It “was as costly and destructive…” His own journals chronicle the reasons it didn’t work. “Bradford assigned a plot of land” to fix this “to each family to work and manage,” as their own. He got rid of the whole commune structure and “assigned a plot of land to each family to work and manage,” and whatever they made, however much they made, was theirs. They could sell it, they could share it, they could keep it, whatever they wanted to do.

What really happened is they “turned loose” the power of a free market after enduring months and months of hardship — first on the Mayflower and then getting settled and then the failure of the common account from which everybody got the same share. There was no incentive for anybody to do anything. And as is human nature, some of the Pilgrims were a bunch of lazy twerps, and others busted their rear ends. But it didn’t matter because even the people that weren’t very industrious got the same as everyone else. Bradford wrote about how this just wasn’t working.

“What Bradford and his community found,” and I’m going to use basically his own words, “was that the most creative and industrious people had no incentive to work any harder than anyone else… [W]hile most of the rest of the world has been experimenting with socialism for well over a hundred years — trying to refine it, perfect it, and re-invent it — the Pilgrims decided early on,” William Bradford decided, “to scrap it permanently,” because it brought out the worst in human nature, it emphasized laziness, it created resentment.

Because in every group of people you’ve got your self-starters you’ve got your hard workers and your industrious people, and you’ve got your lazy twerps and so forth, and there was no difference at the end of the day. The resentment sprang up on both sides. So Bradford wrote about this. “‘For this community [so far as it was] was found to breed much confusion and discontent, and retard much employment that would have been to their benefit and comfort.

“For young men that were most able and fit for labor and service did repine that they should spend their time and strength to work for other men’s wives and children without any recompense,'” without any payment, “‘that was thought injustice.’ Why should you work for other people when you can’t work for yourself? What’s the point? … The Pilgrims found that people could not be expected to do their best work without incentive.

“So what did Bradford’s community try next? They unharnessed the power of good old free enterprise by invoking the undergirding capitalistic principle of private property. 

Note:  Again, the Pilgrims were Calvinist.  This was what Calvinist believed concerning work.  It is referred to as the Protestant Work Ethic, or the Calvinist Work Ethic, and sometimes mistakenly as the Puritan Work Ethic since there were those that mistakenly called the Pilgrims Puritans.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestant_work_ethic.

The early Christians, being persecuted, shared all things in common in order to survive, Acts 2:44-45.  However, communal ownership, sharing, did not work as in normal times, those not in distress, people's nature is not to work for the group but for self-interest.  The Apostle Paul recognized that there were like 'parasites' who lived off the Church and did not contribute since others did the providing.  Therefore, the Apostle Paul Commanded, 2 Thessalonians 3:10.
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Every family was assigned its own plot of land to work and permitted to market its own crops and products. And what was the result? ‘This had very good success,’ wrote Bradford, ‘for it made all hands [everybody] industrious, so as much more corn was planted than otherwise would have been.’ …
“Is it possible that supply-side economics could have existed before the 1980s. … In no time, the Pilgrims found they had more food than they could eat themselves. Now, this is where it gets really good, folks, if you’re laboring under the misconception that I was, as I was taught in school. So they set up trading posts and exchanged goods with the Indians. The profits allowed them to pay off their debts to the merchants in London. 
“And the success and prosperity of the Plymouth settlement attracted more Europeans and began what came to be known as the ‘Great Puritan Migration.'” The word of the success of the free enterprise Plymouth Colony spread like wildfire and that began the great migration. Everybody wanted a part of it. There was no mass slaughtering of the Indians. There was no wiping out of the indigenous people, and eventually — in William Bradford’s own journal — unleashing the industriousness of all hands ended up producing more than they could ever need themselves.

So trading post began selling and exchanging things with the Indians — and the Indians, by the way, were very helpful. Puritan kids had relationships with the children of the Native Americans that they found. This killing the indigenous people stuff, they’re talking about much, much, much, much later. It has nothing to do with the first thanksgiving.

The first Thanksgiving was William Bradford and Plymouth Colony thanking God for their blessings. That’s the first Thanksgiving. Nothing wrong with being grateful to the Indians; don’t misunderstand. But the true meaning of Thanksgiving — and this is what George Washington recognized in his first Thanksgiving proclamation.

President George Washington's Thanksgiving Proclamation, 3 October 1789
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/05-04-02-0091

Psalm 100:1-5
1 Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.

2 Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing.

3 Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.

5 For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.


Enjoy Thanksgiving and remember to be thankful to God for all the blessing you receive.  God bless,

Paul (<:') 
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first!
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