Let's connect the dots . . .


Obama seeks to shift conservative tilt of D.C. Circuit 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2013/04/02/d0cdde58-9bc3-11e2-a941-a19bce7af755_story.html

Principal Deputy Solicitor General Sri Srinivasan, right, argues in front of the Supreme Court about the constitutionality of the Defense of Marriage Act in this courtroom drawing released on March 27, 2013.

Giving liberals a greater say on the D.C. Circuit is important for Obama as he looks for ways to circumvent the Republican-led House and a polarized Senate on a number of policy fronts through executive order and other administrative procedures. 
In recent days, Obama has intervened in the push for Srinivasan, said a White House official who spoke on the condition of anonymity because the confirmation process is not complete. The president has used meetings with Republican and Democratic senators to make a case for swift confirmation, the official said. 

The president mentioned the issue of judicial nominations during a recent Google Plus video chat, and the White House has spread the message online about the D.C. Circuit’s vacancies.
“There are few things more vital on the president’s second-term agenda,” said Constitutional Accountability Center President Doug Kendall, who co-wrote an upcoming Environmental Forum article on the subject with his group’s senior counsel, Simon Lazarus. “With legislative priorities gridlocked in Congress, the president’s best hope for advancing his agenda is through executive action, and that runs through the D.C. Circuit.”


The New Yorker

April 8, 2013 
The Supreme Court Nominee-in-Waiting
By Jeffrey Toobin
http://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/the-supreme-court-nominee-in-waiting


The next Supreme Court confirmation hearing begins on Wednesday afternoon, April 10th. Technically, Sri Srinivasan is just a candidate for the United States Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, but few are misled. The stakes in this nomination are clear: if Srinivasan passes this test and wins confirmation, he’ll be on the Supreme Court before President Obama’s term ends. 

Srinivasan, who is forty-six years old, is currently the Obama Administration’s principal deputy solicitor general. He’s had twenty or so arguments in the Supreme Court, including part of the Administration’s attack on the Defense of Marriage Act last month.

Plus, if Srinivasan runs the confirmation gauntlet now, it will be difficult for Republicans to argue that he’s unconfirmable just months later. His credentials would surely appeal to Obama, who has a fondness for technocrats, and his thin paper trail would make him difficult to attack. Which is why it looks very much like this hearing isn’t just a test for Srinivasan—it’s a dress rehearsal.



Who Is Sri Srinivasan? Indian-American Judge In Race To Replace Justice Antonin Scalia
By Sneha Shankar @SnehaShankar30 On 02/14/16 AT 5:05 AM
http://www.ibtimes.com/who-sri-srinivasan-indian-american-judge-race-replace-justice-antonin-scalia-2306734

Srinivasan, who has served on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit since May 2013, was confirmed with a 97-0 vote by the Senate three years ago. His appointment to the District Court of Appeals was a part of an effort to sway the court from its conservative penchant, the Washington Post reported, adding that this was the main reason why the Republicans had fought his nomination.

In 2013, Srinivasan also reportedly argued for the same sex marriage under the Defense of Marriage Act.

Obama reportedly plans to make the nomination soon, ignoring the calls from Republicans that no nominations should be made until November’s presidential election. Media reports also said that if a Democratic nominee replaces Scalia, then there would be significant change in the ideologies in the high court, which has been dominated by conservatives for decades.
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The Switch
These 3 judges hold the fate of the Internet in their hands
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-switch/wp/2015/11/24/these-3-judges-hold-the-fate-of-the-internet-in-their-hands/

By Brian Fung November 24, 2015

At stake are the government's net neutrality rules banning telecom and cable companies from unfairly discriminating against new or potential rivals. Using their power in the marketplace to control what services consumers can access from their smartphones, tablets and PCs, Internet providers could be granted more latitude to favor preferred Web sites — if the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit says so.

Three judges from the D.C. Circuit have been named to hear the oral argument on Dec. 4. Much like the Supreme Court, the very makeup of this panel could subtly shape the course of events. What do we know about the judges? Are they familiar with the issues? How might they vote?

The Senate unanimously confirmed Sri Srinivasan as a circuit judge for the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit in May 2013. 
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David S. Tatel



NAPABA and AAJC Applaud Confirmation of Sri Srinivasan
Jun 07, 2013
http://www.advancingjustice-aajc.org/news-media/news/napaba-and-aajc-applaud-confirmation-sri-srinivasan

The National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (NAPABA) is the national association of Asian Pacific American attorneys, judges, law professors and law students. NAPABA represents the interests of over 40,000 attorneys and 64 local Asian Pacific American bar associations. Its members represent solo practitioners, large firm lawyers, corporate counsel, legal service and non-profit attorneys, and lawyers serving at all levels of government. NAPABA continues to be a leader in addressing civil rights issues confronting Asian Pacific American communities. Through its national network of committees and affiliates, NAPABA provides a strong voice for increased diversity of federal and state judiciaries, advocates for equal opportunity in the workplace, works to eliminate hate crimes and anti-immigrant sentiment, and promotes professional development of people of color in the legal profession.


NAPABA Stands Up Against Anti-Muslim Hate and Bigotry

Dec. 16, 2015

http://www.napaba.org/news/268503/NAPABA-Stands-Up-Against-Anti-Muslim-Hate-and-Bigotry.htm
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Statement of Mee Moua On President Obama’s First Visit to a U.S. Mosque 
Feb 03, 2016

http://www.advancingjustice-aajc.org/news-media/news/statement-mee-moua-president-obama%E2%80%99s-first-visit-us-mosque



Pronouncing a Supreme Court Justice Dead in West Texas
Posted on February 14, 2016

http://marfapublicradio.org/blog/pronouncing-a-supreme-court-justice-dead-in-west-texas/

A federal official, who asked not to be named, said there was no evidence of foul play and it appeared that Scalia died of natural causes.

When Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia died Saturday in Presidio County, it wasn’t easy to arrange the inquest, which is the judicial inquiry into the death.
At a gathering in Marfa that night, Jeanette Duer, the judge of neighboring Jeff Davis County, explains how it works. “Our county has 2,400 square miles. We have about 2,400 people. We have one Justice of the Peace who does the inquest. If she’s not available, it falls to me, as county judge.”

Presidio County is one of the largest in the state. David Beebe is the Justice of the Peace for Precinct 1. He explains how the request for county personnel to pronounce Scalia dead – first fell to Juanita Bishop, the J.P. for Precinct 2.
Beebe said, “The other justice of the peace from the County who covers the area of Cibolo Creek Ranch, where the dead body was found, called me to see if I could cover for her area, because she was out of town. I was on my way to the candidate forum in Alpine, so I said “Well, no, I’m already busy.” So she said “Alright I’ll handle it later.” At that point she apparently contacted County judge Cinderella Guevara, who’s able to does these inquests when we are not.”
Judge Guevara was also busy – but she DID handle the inquest – over the phone – pronouncing Justice Scalia dead just before 2 PM.

The Cibolo Creek Ranch outside of Marfa, Texas, where Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia was quail hunting is a 30,000-acre resort owned by former Vice Admiral, Ronald Reagan's National Security Adviser, John M. Poindexter.

John Marlan Poindexter (born August 12, 1936) is a retired United States naval officer and Department of Defense official. He was Deputy National Security Advisor and National Security Advisor for the Reagan administration. He was convicted in April 1990 of multiple felonies as a result of his actions in the Iran–Contra affair, but his convictions were reversed on appeal in 1991. More recently, he served a brief stint as the Director of the DARPA Information Awareness Office for the George W. Bush administration.

Iran-Contra Affair:
The Iran-Contra affair resulted from the discovery of the United States' involvement in sending money and weapons to Iran for the release of American hostages from Lebanon, and sending aid to the Contras. This involvement was in violation of the Boland Amendment, which prevented the United States from directly or indirectly being involved with the Contras. Evidence revealed that Poindexter was a leader in the organization of the transfer of the weapons to Iran and oversaw other people involved in the affair, such as Oliver North.

Poindexter and North communicated through a channel, known as the "Private Blank Check," that Poindexter set up on a National Security Council (NSC) computer. Through this system, Poindexter and North were able to send messages back and forth without being intercepted by other NSC staff members.  This system, however, was not successful. Even though both Poindexter and North attempted to delete the messages, the White House Communications Agency was able to recover some of them, later used in trying Poindexter and North.  On November 25, 1986, after the public disclosure of the Iran-Contra affair, Poindexter was forced to resign from his position as National Security Advisor.

Poindexter was convicted on April 7, 1990, of five counts of lying to Congress and obstructing the Congressional committees investigating the Iran-Contra Affair, which were investigating the Reagan Administration's covert arms sales to Iran and the diversion of proceeds to insurgents fighting the Marxist Government in Nicaragua.  The convictions were reversed in 1991 on appeal on the grounds that several witnesses against him had been influenced by his testimony before Congress (even though Congress had given him immunity for that testimony).
John Poindexter  National Security Advisor
http://www.brown.edu/Research/Understanding_the_Iran_Contra_Affair/profile-poindexter.php
WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON; The Buck Stops There!
By James Reston 

Published: July 19, 1987
http://www.nytimes.com/1987/07/19/opinion/washington-the-buck-stops-there.html



Lawyers Bring Poindexter Trial To a Heated End
By DAVID JOHNSTON, Special to The New York Times 

Published: March 31, 1990
http://www.nytimes.com/1990/03/31/us/lawyers-bring-poindexter-trial-to-a-heated-end.html
THE IRAN--CONTRA HEARINGS : Poindexter Credibility Hurt by Past Efforts at Deception

July 17, 1987|DOYLE McMANUS | Times Staff Writer
http://articles.latimes.com/1987-07-17/news/mn-2876_1_contra-hearings

The Consortium
The Iran-Contra Affair, secret lies . . .
https://consortiumnews.com/archive/lost5.html
Scalia could have been poisoned: forensic pathologist
http://nypost.com/2016/02/18/scalia-could-have-been-poisoned-forensics-pathologist/
5 faith facts on Trump’s Supreme Court pick, Neil Gorsuch
By Kimberly Winston| January 31, 2017

http://religionnews.com/2017/01/31/5-faith-facts-on-the-presumed-supreme-court-nominees/
Undocumented (Illegal Aliens) own U.S. homes, pay billions in taxes
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/undocumented-own-u-s-homes-and-pay-billions-in-taxes/
Report: Illegal immigrants would earn more if court approves Obama action
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/social-issues/report-illegal-immigrants-would-earn-more-if-high-court-approves-obama-action/2016/02/24/60025e66-db39-11e5-891a-4ed04f4213e8_story.html
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