If there was such a thing as "Apostolic Succession," then there would have been a direct Command concerning such, as there is for the Offices of the Christian Church:  Bishop and Deacon, both to be the husband of one wife, 1 Timothy 3:2; 1 Timothy 3:12.  As women today who breach the direct Command of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, and usurp the authority over the man, 1 Timothy 2:12, making themselves Pastors or Preachers, which are those who do also Teach, as Pastors and Teachers hold the same position, so do those too who falsely claim "Apostolic Succession" usurp the authority of Holy Scripture by adding to it, going against the direct Command of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.




Let's see this parallel:


1 Corinthians 12:28 
28And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.

Now, the same order, with the addition of Evangelists in between.  Evangelists are Elders who hold the Office of Bishop, and are Preachers, but are not necessarily assigned to one Church, such as a missionary.  There are those also who as Elders hold the Office of Bishop who also Teach (Teachers, one who is an Elder, or Pastor).  Both, as you can see are Elders who hold the Office of Bishop, which is to be the husband of one wife.

Ephesians 4:11 
11And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

Note:  In the Greek, Evangelist means:  An evangelist, bearer of good tidings is a Preacher (a man who is an Elder, a Bishop,) but not assigned to one Church, i.e.:  a Missionary.  An evangelist may have also presided over other elders.  Every Christian is Called to share the Gospel, i.e.:  to witness, but an Evangelists does so as a vocation, which includes Preaching which is his Office, that of Bishop, to Preach the full message of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ's Salvation (the whole Gospel, all the counsel of God). 
Pastors and Teachers are also Evangelist:


Timothy was a Preacher sent to the Church at Corinth by the Apostle Paul:

2 Corinthians 1:1-2
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, unto the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia:

2 Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.
"and Timothy, . . ." whom the Apostle Paul calls, ". . .our brother, . . ." not so much on account of his being a partaker of the same Grace, as for Timothy being a Minister, a Preacher of the same Gospel.  The Apostle Paul mentions Timothy, because the Apostle Paul had sent Timothy to them, to know their state.  Timothy was joined and agreed with him in the substance of this Epistle. Moreover, the former Epistle, 1 Corinthians, is directed as "unto the church of God which is at Corinth," so to all that call upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ in every place.  This is directed also to the same Church, together with all the Saints which are in all Achaia.  Achaia was a very considerable part of Greece, and of which Corinth was the key metropolis.  The Apostle Paul's intention in directing it in this form was, that copies of this letter might be sent to them, who equally, with this Church, stood in need of the reproofs, exhortations, and instructions which are in it.

2 Timothy 4:1-5
1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;

2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doctrine.

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.
Note:  First work, the work of an Preacher/evangelist/teacher was to Preach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth:
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Some have argued that an Evangelist was an Officer, then in the early Church, distinct from the Apostles and Prophets on the one hand, and Pastors and Teachers on the other hand.  They believe that the “Office of Evangelist” was below Apostles and Prophets, but above that of Pastors and Teachers.  Some had argued that Evangelist, being above Pastors and Teachers were thus used in aiding, and assistants to, the Apostles.

However, I have a huge problem with this.  There are no qualifications for this "Office".  It is never spoken of except on three occasions in the Holy Bible, and such an one Timothy may be thought to be, but Timothy is not mentioned as an Evangelist, just Called to do the job of Evangelist.  A Preacher, an Elder, a Pastor, one holding the Office of a Bishop, was a man who was assigned to a specific Church, and was in a permanent fixed location, where they shepherded their flocks.  There were those Preachers, Elders, Pastors who also were Called to do work outside their local Church, and they had similar duties to that of an Evangelist, that is to Preach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth outside of his assigned Church.  Timothy was one such Preacher, who was assigned a local Church at Corinth.  However, Timothy was Called to travel and Preach "and to do the job of an Evangelist".  An Evangelist was one who had no permanent assigned Church, but who traveled and Preached.  Therefore, the Preacher Timothy was in Rome, in Philippi, Thessalonians, Macedonia:  Acts 17:13-15, Romans 16:21, Philippians 1:1, and as such did the job of an Evangelist .  Thus, a Preacher and an Evangelist had qualification to Preach the Gospel in common.  Their work was NOT to read lectures of morality, or to Preach up justification and Salvation by the "works of the Law," nor to mix Law and Gospel together, and confound them both.  Their job in common was to Preach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, of peace, pardon, righteousness, life, and Salvation alone by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, alone, and through the free Grace of God to His Own Elect, the True Worshipers, those Called of God, those who are Born Again. 



Acts 8:5-6 
5Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them.

6And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.

Acts 8:34-35
34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man?

35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.


Some fifteen people in the New Testament are referred to as Apostles, a few as Prophets, several as Teachers, and a few (local Church Elders) as Pastors of their Churches. Only one person, however, is called an Evangelist:  Philip. The Apostle Paul Commands that the Preacher Timothy “. . . do the work of an evangelist, . . .”:




2 Timothy 4:5
5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

However, the Preacher Timothy was never called an Evangelist, only Commanded to do the work of an Evangelist:  Preach.  Only Philip, one of the original seven Deacons, was called and Evangelist:

Acts 6:3-6
3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.

4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.

5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch:

6 Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them.



Acts 21:8
8 And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him.

The Greek word for Evangelist is “euaggelistes,” Phonetic Spelling: “yoo-ang-ghel-is-tace,” which means: Bearer of good tidings, a missionary, “a Preacher of the Gospel,” but one who is not assigned a local Church, whose main spiritual vocation is Preaching, and thus must meet the qualification for that Office, that of a Bishop. Thus, from the beginning the term Evangelist was used to describe all Preachers of the good news not assigned to a local Church. In this sense it referred to a large group of New Testament Ministers who functioned in this capacity, including those we call Missionaries today. Yet, Preaching the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was but only one of the many functions of the Apostles, Prophets, Pastor, and Teachers. There were those whose entire Ministry was but to Preach the Gospel, to bring the message of Salvation to the unsaved. Philip, who was appointed along with Stephen as one of the original seven Deacons in Jerusalem, is the only New Testament example we are given of an Evangelist.  As a Deacon, Philip was assigned a local Church, Philippians 1:1. However, Philip must have also traveled to Preach, and in this capacity then was an Evangelist as in his traveling he wasn't then assigned to just his local Church doing the work of a Deacon.

Over the centuries this Ministry, that of an Evangelist has not been given proper recognition on the local Church level and it has slipped into gray territory. We often have Evangelists trying to Pastor local Churches, and Pastors who are trying to travel as an Evangelists. This creates confusion for the Saints, frustration for the Ministers, and a lack of fruitfulness for the Kingdom of Heaven.

Apostles, we Called by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to spread the Gospel throughout the whole world, and the Lord Jesus Christ did not assign to each of them certain limits or locals, but would have them, wherever they went, to discharge the Office of Apostle as Ambassadors among all nations and languages.  This Office, the Office of Apostle, has ceased.  Ambassadors were established statesman who was authorized to speak as God's emissary, speak in God's place, as someone respected as trustworthy (loyal and knowledgeable), especially in the opinion of those they know and belong to.

Pastors, however, are tied to their particular Churches. The Office of Bishop, held by a man called an Elder, was to be a Pastor, to Preach the Word of God, is his Calling, and His Commission was NOT to Preach the Gospel over the whole world, but to take care of the Church as its under-shepherd that has been committed to his charge. 

Pastors and Teachers, (Plural, always more than one in a Church, that are Elders who holds the Office of Bishop) consists in taking care that sound Doctrines be maintained and propagated, in order that the purity of religion may be kept up in the Church. They are both to be Watchmen for their Church.

And there are differences of administrations, 1 Corinthians 12:5-31, or ministries, Offices in the Church, ministered in and by different persons, as Apostles, Prophets, Pastors and Teachers, and Deacons.  These men were employed in planting and forming of Churches, ordaining Elders, Preaching the Word of God, Administering the Christian Ordinances, and taking care of the poor.  Different gifts were bestowed on them by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, as they do not all have the same Office, nor the same gifts of the Holy Spirit, nor the same Calling for that Office.



Apostles, we Called by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth to spread the Gospel throughout the whole world, and the Lord Jesus Christ did not assign to each of them certain limits or locals, but would have them, wherever they went, to discharge the Office of Apostle as Ambassadors among all nations and languages.  This Office, the Office of Apostle, has ceased.  Ambassadors were established statesman who was authorized to speak as God's emissary, speak in God's place, as someone respected as trustworthy (loyal and knowledgeable), especially in the opinion of those they know and belong to.

Pastors, however, are tied to their particular Churches. The Office of Bishop, held by a man called an Elder, was to be a Pastor, to Preach the Word of God, is his Calling, and His Commission was NOT to Preach the Gospel over the whole world, but to take care of the Church as its under-shepherd that has been committed to his charge. 

Pastors and Teachers, (Plural, always more than one in a Church, that are Elders who holds the Office of Bishop) consists in taking care that sound Doctrines be maintained and propagated, in order that the purity of religion may be kept up in the Church. They are both to be Watchmen for their Church.

And there are differences of administrations, 1 Corinthians 12:5-31, or ministries, Offices in the Church, ministered in and by different persons, as Apostles, Prophets, Pastors and Teachers, and Deacons.  These men were employed in planting and forming of Churches, ordaining Elders, Preaching the Word of God, Administering the Christian Ordinances, and taking care of the poor.  Different gifts were bestowed on them by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, as they do not all have the same Office, nor the same gifts of the Holy Spirit, nor the same Calling for that Office.



Again, those too who falsely claim "Apostolic Succession" usurp the authority of Holy Scripture by adding to it, going against the direct Command of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.



Revelation 22:18-19

18 For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:

19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.


The Roman Catholic "church," is a false system of lies, and they are worshipers of Baal, worshipers of idols (conveniently named icons, which simply means an idol.  Icon (Icon:  an object of uncritical devotion :  idol),) worshipers of Mary, and only give "lip service" -- honor the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, with their mouths, but their hearts are far from Him.


In order to try and take the Authority and Headship of the New Testament Churches away from the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Roman Catholicism, papist, make false claims that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth founded His Church, but then "gave it" to the Apostle Peter.



1 Corinthians 11:3
3 But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.



Nowhere in the Holy Bible is there any indication that the Apostle Peter was the first "pope," nor did the Apostle Peter ever reign in Rome.  The Apostle Peter was an Elder, a man who held the Office of Bishop, a Preacher to the circumcision, the Jews, not the Gentiles.  Also, the word "pope" is not even in the Holy Bible, but a Greek word meaning papa or father, and thus the so called "father, i.e.:  'pope'" falsely takes that name, and blasphemies further by being called the "Holy Father"!  Doing this, they have the NAMES of blasphemy upon the so called "pope," the antiChrist.  The words Holy Father is used ONCE in all of Holy Scripture, the Holy Bible, and it refers to God the Father alone.  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth said, that if we loved Him, we would keep his Commandments.



John 14:15 
15If ye love me, keep my commandments.



Revelation 17:3 
3So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.
Note: " . . . and I saw a woman sit upon . . ."  Woman here is a "church".  The Roman Catholic "church" full of names of blasphemy.




Matthew 23:9 
9And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.



John 17:11 
11And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.


Gentiles, nonbelievers, desire to exercise authority one over the other, but it shall not be so with the Apostles, for they are all Brethren.


Matthew 20:25-28

25 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them.

26 But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister;

27 And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant:

28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.



Matthew 23:1-10

1 Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples,

2 Saying The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat:

3 All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they say, and do not.

4 For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers.

5 But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments,

6 And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues,

7 And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi.

8 But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.

9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.

Note:  The Roman Catholic system of Baal worship, denies the Headship of the Lord Jesus Christ -- Who is the Head of every man . . . , and place their "priests" in a position of God, denying the direct Command of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, who they falsely claim to worship, by calling themselves "father".  As they take the name of God the Father, by calling themselves "father," and their leader as "pope" papa or Father, and "Holy Father".  Their false leader, their "pope" claims infallibility in the spiritual realm, and claims equality as the co-head with the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, making the "pope" a "god".
Any living thing with two heads is a monster!
 The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth has no co-head, as He alone is the Head over every man.
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40. But we must not think that He rules only in a hidden [59] or extraordinary manner. On the contrary, our Redeemer also governs His Mystical Body in a visible and normal way through His Vicar on earth. You know, Venerable Brethren, that after He had ruled the "little flock" [60] Himself during His mortal pilgrimage, Christ our Lord, when about to leave this world and return to the Father, entrusted to the Chief of the Apostles the visible government of the entire community He had founded. Since He was all wise He could not leave the body of the Church He had founded as a human society without a visible head. Nor against this may one argue that the primacy of jurisdiction established in the Church gives such a Mystical Body two heads. For Peter in view of his primacy is only Christ's Vicar; so that there is only one chief Head of this Body, namely Christ, who never ceases Himself to guide the Church invisibly, though at the same time He rules it visibly, through him who is His representative on earth. After His glorious Ascension into Heaven this Church rested not on Him alone, but on Peter, too, its visible foundation stone. That Christ and His Vicar constitute one only Head is the solemn teaching of Our predecessor of immortal memory Boniface VIII in the Apostolic Letter Unam Sanctam; [61] and his successors have never ceased to repeat the same.

Note:  What blasphemy.  The so called "pope" who claims the name of God the Father, as Father, and Holy Father, claims to be the Vicar (substitute) of the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  The substitute for the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the Holy Spirit, John 14:15-18!
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10 Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.


1 Corinthians 11:3 
3But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.



1 Timothy 2:5
5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;


We don't make the Holy Bible say anything.  If Apostolic Succession was true, was of importance at all, the Holy Bible would declare so.  It does not concerning Apostolic Succession.  Here the Holy Bible speaks concerning succession, though, as this was important:


Matthew 1:1-18

1 The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.

2 Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his brethren;

3 And Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram;

4 And Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab begat Naasson; and Naasson begat Salmon;

5 And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse;

6 And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias;

7 And Solomon begat Roboam; and Roboam begat Abia; and Abia begat Asa;

8 And Asa begat Josaphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and Joram begat Ozias;

9 And Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham begat Achaz; and Achaz begat Ezekias;

10 And Ezekias begat Manasses; and Manasses begat Amon; and Amon begat Josias;

11 And Josias begat Jechonias and his brethren, about the time they were carried away to Babylon:

12 And after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel; and Salathiel begat Zorobabel;

13 And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor;

14 And Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat Achim; and Achim begat Eliud;

15 And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob;

16 And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.

17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David until the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations.

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.



Again, when it is important, the Holy Bible speaks and shows us what is has to say.  It says nothing about Apostolic succession.  This was never done concerning the Apostles.

Even who Baptized who was NOT of importance.  If Apostolic Succession was important, than who was Baptized by whom would have been of utmost importance.  Again, who had Baptized who was not important.  Period.  The Apostle Paul declares this to us through the Corinthian "church," easily the most pagan "church," that had brought all sorts of false worship into their Assembly.  However, there were some that believe, so the Apostle Paul speaks to them, the Brethren:


1 Corinthians 1:9-31

9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.

12 Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.

13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?

14 I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;

15 Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name.

16 And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any other.

17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.

18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.

19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.

20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?

21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.

22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:

23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;

24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.

25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:

27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;

28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:

29 That no flesh should glory in his presence.

30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.


If there was Apostolic Succession, this would assume people who received it had power; power to do signs and wonders as did the Apostles.  These "powers/authority" was done away with as was the speaking in tongues, for they were temporary until the the Book of Revelation was written and the New Testament Canon completed.  Not all had these powers/authority, i.e.:  signs and wonders of an Apostle, and not all spoke in tongues.  These powers/authority, supernatural gifts would have caused people to seek this power, to try and purchase it, or even to kill for it, and there would then be division in the body of Christ, Acts 8:9-24.  Therefore, the Apostle Paul speaks not once, but twice concerning this division within the early Church.  The first here being shown concerning the Apostle Peter, where satan was attempting to divide the body of the Lord Jesus Christ through the Apostle Peter, whom the Apostle Paul rebuked at Antioch:



Galatians 2:11-21

11 But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed.

12 For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.

13 And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation.

14 But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?

15 We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,

16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.

17 But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid.

18 For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.

19 For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God.

20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

21 I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.




The second attempt to divide the body of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth was by those at the Corinthian "church":



1 Corinthians 1:11-13

11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.

12 Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.

13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?



Furthermore, if there was Apostolic Succession, and if the Apostle Peter was the Head of the Church, which he certainly was and is not, as the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the Head of every man and the Head of His Church, we would have seen the Apostle Peter in charge no matter what the circumstance:


However, when the Elders and Apostles met in Jerusalem, Acts 15 to decide how to handle the question of circumcision, the Apostle JAMES was in charge. Yes, the Apostle Peter spoke, as did the Apostles Paul and Barnabas, as Barnabas, was too, an Apostle, Acts 14:13-16.  However, it was the Apostle James who was in charge and handed down the final decision.  Again, the Apostle Peter did not have the position of absolute authority over anyone. The Apostle Paul spoke of the Apostle James as a pillar, as was the Apostle John, along with the Apostle Peter, Galatians 2:9-14.  Again, the Apostle Paul REBUKED the Apostle Peter to his﻿ face because he was in error.  The Apostle Peter was to blame for dividing the body of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. This shows clearly in the leadership of the Church that the Apostle Peter was not the Head, was not infallible, and was not the "father, i.e.:  the pope".

"pope" Leo XIII, approved this himself:

"At first Peter confined himself to preaching to the Jews, passing through Judea and Samaria, then into Asia Minor, where for eight years he resided at Antioch. After this he passed over to Rome, where he fixed his see, and for twentyfive years, as Bishop of Rome, governed the whole Church. The Popes, being the successors of Peter, are also called Bishops of Rome, where with but short interruptions, they have always resided."

This is laughable.  There is no record in the Holy Bible that the Apostle Peter ever Pastored in, or even went to, Rome. What account of the Apostle Peter's "Pastorate in Rome" there is, is a secular history which we receive ONLY via the Vatican. It is true that God told the Apostle Peter that Peter was to open the door to the Gentiles in his ministry, but the Apostle Peter was to be and was a Preacher to the circumcision, the Jews, Galatians 2:7-9.  There is no record in the Holy Bible that the Apostle Peter ever ministered to the Romans, directly. The Book of Romans was written by the Apostle PAUL, not the Apostle Peter.

Any local Roman Catholic "bishops" which were located in Rome, were not "popes" that ruled over the entire Christian world. Any influence they may have had was local. All the lists the Roman Catholic "church"  has "officially" distributed do not always agree with one another during this time!  If the early "popes" were recognized by God, you'd think He would have kept better records and preserved them for His "holy" succession!




The clear Hoax of "Apostolic Succession"

The Roman Catholic "church" claims that the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth "gave" the Apostle Peter to be the first "pope," and that all the "popes" then followed from the Apostle Peter until the present day are because of "Apostolic Succession."  The Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth told the Apostle Peter, that He, the Lord Jesus Christ would build His Church.  His Church.  It was personal.  It was His, and He wasn't giving it to anyone, including the Apostle Peter.  Let's study the Holy Bible, and see what it says concerning this issue:


Matthew 16:18
18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

REWRITTEN SO AS TO SHOW THE COMPARISON:  18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art petros, and upon this petras I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
Note:  ". . . That thou are petros (Peter,) . . ."  Petros in the Greek means:  rock.  Literally a small stone, a pebble, a small rock found along a pathway or roadside.  An isolated rock.  A stone . . . such as a man may throw.  A rock or stone that can be easily moved.  The Lord Jesus Christ said that you, Petros, Peter, are just a small stone or pebble, one I found along a pathway or roadside, a rock or stone that can easily be moved.  Upon this Petras, rock (Himself, the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth,) I will build my church; upon himself, He would build His Church". . . and upon this (Petras) rock . . . "  The word Petras (Rock) here is a different word from Peter or petros.  Rock now mentioned in the Greek is petra which means:  A rock, ledge, cliff, cave, stony ground.  A mass of connected rock, a detached great stone or boulder, a huge mass of rock (a boulder), such as a projecting cliff, a majestic projecting rock, cliff.  The Lord Jesus Christ Himself, the (Petras) the rock, was and is the rock of offense.  Yes, the one the Apostle Peter calls the Rock of Offence . . .


1 Peter 2:1-8
1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,

2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:

3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious,

5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.

7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,

8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.
Again, the major problem with this is that the criteria used to be an Apostle was that the men Chosen to be Apostles had to have been Chosen and "ordained" by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Himself!  Apostles MUST HAVE SEEN the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth personally AFTER His resurrection from the dead, and received direction from Him in that the Lord Jesus Christ spoke directly to them, and the Apostles received their Calling specifically from Him for their Ministry.  The proof that they were Called as Apostles was that they did miracles, i.e.:  signs and wonders.  When the Apostle's wrote, the Apostle's words were not their words, but those given them by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth alone, and by His Holy Spirit.  Over 500 people had seen the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth after His resurrection from the dead, 1 Corinthians 15:1-6, but they never received a Calling of Ministry from Him, nor were they ever given direct instruction by the Lord Jesus Christ, neither were they ever given powers/authority by Him, nor were they able to do signs and wonders, neither were they given a Ministry from Him, and thus they were never considered Apostles!

 

I contend that the Roman Catholic "popes," and all other "churches" which claim Apostolic Succession . . . are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the Apostles of Christ. 



2 Corinthians 11:13-15

13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.

14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.

15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.


This is exactly what the so called "popes" of the Roman Catholic "church," and other such "churches" have done.  They have transformed themselves into the "apostles of Christ," because the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth never Called them, nor did He give them His power by signs and wonders as proof of their Apostleship!

Although the Church at Ephesus had shortcomings and was rebuked by the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Lord Jesus Christ still commended them for being able to spiritually discern "false apostles," the very thing that many in the "churches" today cannot seem to discern:


Revelation 2:1-7

1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;

2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:

3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.

4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.

5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.
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6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which I also hate.

Note:  www.alemattec.com/Tongues again.doc

7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

www.alemattec.com/Preachers and organizations outside the established Church and the error of Rome . . . .doc

Through the Word of God we can see the evil, satanic, working of the Roman Catholic system of error, and other such false "churches" concerning their so called "Apostolic Succession" which is a lie and a hoax, as they do the will of their "father," who is the father of lies, John 8:44!  Naturally, then, in their eyes, in the eyes of the Roman Catholic "church," and other such "churches," this makes ME a heretic, anti-Catholic, and a "hate mongering fundamentalist".  Guilty then as charged, as I am glad then to be considered in their eyes a heretic, as one who opposes this false, Baal worshiping Roman Catholic system and one who seeks to uphold the Truths displayed throughout the Holy Bible.


-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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