Theologians divide Old Testament Laws into three general categories:

1.  Moral
2.  Ceremonial
3.  Civil

Note:  The Holy Bible itself does not divide the Law into these three categories, and indeed many of the Laws overlap in their purpose.



Isaiah 56:1-8
1 Thus saith the Lord, Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for my salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed.

2 Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil.

3 Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself to the Lord, speak, saying, The Lord hath utterly separated me from his people: neither let the eunuch say, Behold, I am a dry tree.
4 For thus saith the Lord unto the eunuchs that keep my sabbaths, and choose the things that please me, and take hold of my covenant;

Note:  It is NOT Commanded that all people of every nation take hold of the Old Testament Mosaic Covenant, but those who voluntarily choose to keep the Sabbaths and to take hold of the Mosaic Covenant . . .

5 Even unto them will I give in mine house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and of daughters: I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off.

6 Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the Lord, to serve him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant;

7 Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people.

8 The Lord God, which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather others to him, beside those that are gathered unto him.

Moral Laws, spoken of as "Ordinances," are timeless, eternal, and universal, and apply to all of mankind.  These Ordinances, the Moral Laws are based on God’s Own Character, and are continually enforced throughout all times and are applicable to all peoples whether peoples of other nations accept them or not.  Ceremonial Laws were given to and are specific to the Hebrews.  Christians find that the Moral Laws, the Ordinances that we fall short of, break, and therefore sin against a just, Holy, perfect God, Romans 3:23-28, have been nailed to the Cross of Calvary, and the Laws condemnation therefore CANNOT touch a Christian, for the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth paid the penalty for a Christian's breaking of God's Ordinances, Colossians 2:1-23.
  
People’s assumptions about morality are often correct, however, sometimes they are not.  So then, before we claim that one of the Old Testament Laws is a Moral Law (an Ordinance,) we need to examine whether or not the Law is truly timeless, eternal, and universally applicable to all peoples. 

For example, one Law in the Old Testament, number nine of the 10 Commandments, "Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.", Exodus 20:16 is an Ordinance.  A witness in a court of law must tell the truth.  This Law, number nine of the 10 Commandments, Exodus 20:16, is a specific application of God’s desire that all people tell the truth.  This is based on God’s own character, God's Truth — what God declares that He always speaks is Truth, Psalm 119:160; 2 Corinthians 1:18-20, and therefore God and His Word can be counted on as true.  God is utterly faithful AND God's Word is always yea, always true.  This principle is reaffirmed in the New Testament, too – i.e.:  that all people should tell the truth.  All of the 10 Commandments are Moral Laws -- except the THE Fourth – the Sabbath, and the Fifth which is directed to the Jews and speaks of their blessing in their land if they keep the Fifth Commandment.   
This Law, Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour, Exodus 20:16, is universal — applicable to everyone, in every nation, in every time, as people should be honest and tell the truth.  Even Angels should be honest, if not they are cursed of God, 2 Corinthians 11:3-4; Galatians 1:3-12.  The principle is always true, and the specific application of God's Law, number nine of the 10 Commandments is also applicable in a court of law.  No one should give false testimony. Therefore, this is a Moral Law.

Some people in what is claimed to be Christian churches, in effect have become a cult, dragging the Old Testament Ceremonial Law into the New Testament as did the Judaizers, by making claim that the weekly Sabbath is a Moral Law, and therefore required today for all peoples – including all Christians to follow.  They often claim this simply because they assume that the Ten Commandments are all Ordinances, i.e.:  Moral Laws.

God Himself does not keep the Sabbath as a six-day/one-day cycle of work and then rest.  God did not before creation, and God does not now.  Angels do not keep the weekly Sabbath, either.  Christians in Heaven, in the new heavens and the new earth when there is no nighttime, will NOT have to change their behavior according to days of the week.  No nighttime, so no stars for signs, seasons, days, or years, Genesis 1:14-19.  In the new heavens and the new earth, Revelation 7:16-17; Revelation 22:1-5, everyone will be in God’s Eternal Rest in Christ Jesus all the time.
Although the seventh-day Sabbath has a basis in what God did once, the six-one cycle does not reflect what God is eternally.  Although the weekly Sabbath rest looked forward to the Eternal Rest, the seventh-day Sabbath is not universal nor is it an eternal Law for all peoples, but is Commanded for the Jews and those who took hold of the Ceremonial Laws of the Mosaic Covenant.

The Sabbath Law says that behavior acceptable during the rest of the week is forbidden the next day, the seventh day, and is God’s people’s day of rest.  God Commanded it to be so for the Jews.  God’s Morality does not change with the days of the week.  Therefore, if a day is moral one day, it is moral as well all other days of the week.  God has the right as the Creator, certainly to require different things on different days, and does require the Jews to keep the Sabbath -- which is a Ceremonial Law, not a Moral Law, Exodus 31:13; Ezekiel 20:12; Ezekiel 20:20; Leviticus 24:8.

The Apostle Paul tells us that the Gentiles, even without the written Law, had a law written on their hearts, Romans 2:14-15. The Gentiles could know by nature that honesty was proper, as this is God's Moral Law, that even Gentiles should not bear false witness.  In contrast, Gentiles could not know from nature that they should anoint the right thumb instead of the elbow or knee, as did the Jews in their Ceremonial Law.  Furthermore, Gentiles, peoples of other nations, could not know by nature that they were to avoid work every seventh day, on the Sabbath.

God did not require the Gentiles to obey Laws they did not have.  All of mankind, the Gentiles included, were required to obey the law written on their hearts, but they were not required to obey the Ceremonial Laws, for such Laws have to be specially revealed, and God revealed them only to the Nation of Israel as God's Elect, and they applied only to Israel.  God did not expect Gentiles to celebrate the Israelites’ Exodus, nor to have harvest festivals on the exact dates that Israel did.  God did not require Gentiles to have a Levitical Priesthood, nor to make the animal sacrifices God Commanded Israel to offer.  God did not Command the Gentiles to keep the Sabbath. Gentiles could, if they wanted to, keep the Sabbath, Isaiah 56:4-8, but God did not require it of all Gentiles.
The Sabbath -- which is a rest for God's people -- is no longer a day, but a person, i.e.: the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. The Sabbath was a rest, set aside as a day (a shadow) for the Nation of Israel. The Sabbath, no longer is Commanded nor required of Christians, for the Sabbath was a shadow, a literal day for rest, looking forward to the reality.  The Sabbath is no longer a shadow (a day,) but is now the reality that the shadow foreshadowed (Foreshadowed: To represent, indicate, or typify beforehand, i.e.: to prefigure. To represent as a suggestion of (something that has not yet happened,)) in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth in whom Christians now have our rest: Hebrews 3:9-18; Hebrews 4:1-11; Matthew 11:28. The shadow (Old Testament Sabbath) foreshadowed the reality which was to come, and now which has come of the rest of God's people IN the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
In this rest -- in the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth; Christians have peace with God . . .
The Jews, whom followed the Sabbath "religiously," found in their disobedience to God, that God refused to allow them to enter into His Rest . . . Psalm 95:6-11; Hebrews 3:1-19. Therefore, God's rest was not simply a day, which the Jews followed, but peace with God.

John 14:23-27
23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.

24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me.

25 These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you.

26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.
27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
Ephesians 2:11-22
11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;

12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:
13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.
14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;
15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;

16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:

17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.

18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.
19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;

20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;

21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:

22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
2 Peter 3:13-18
13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;

16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.

17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.
18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.
-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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