http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ellen_G._White

Cults:  Such as the cult of the saints— the collective veneration of the saints—in Roman Catholicism.  The cult of Mary, Marian worship, Mariology.   The veneration for Mary, mother of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, is not Scripturally based, but evolved over time. In fact, the Roman Catholic Church had been established for well over a millennium before the Virgin Mary began her astonishing ascendance in the religious hierarchy of the Church. For the first 1,000 years, in fact, Mary was at best honored in only a token manner.

The process by which Mary achieved her really incredibly striking rise to prominence remains a bit of a mystery, but one thing is certain; it all began in the 12th century. Mary's full scale prominence in the iconography of the Catholic Church today began as an actual cult movement. The Cult of Mary may be traced back to the Cistercians who anointed Mary as their patron Saint. At the same time, Saint Bernard (Yes, like the dog that has this name as well)  was regularly teaching his followers all about Mary's life and the virtue of virginity. By the middle of the 12th century a grand cathedral was being constructed in Paris which was dedicated to the Virgin Mary. In English, the name of this cathedral means "Our Lady" which was built as a monument to Mary, which is Notre Dame. In fact, the 12th and 13th centuries were a boom time in Europe for Notre Dames: cathedrals with these names built to honor Mary exist not only in Paris, but in Rheims, Rouen, Chartres, and all over France.

Mary began to take on new responsibilities in the world of Catholic dogma that went far beyond merely being the mother of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. In her new role, Mary was pictured as a new Eve; she assumed the role of intercessor in the process of achieving everlasting Salvation with the acceptance of her Son as one's Lord and Savior. In addition, just as Eve had once been held as the mother of us all, now Mary had taken over that role. The reason should be quite obvious; it was a very difficult sale trying to juxtapose Eve as the world's mother while also castigating her as the temptress of the entirely pure Adam and the fall of man into sin. With the assumption of Mary that process became much easier. The sin of Eve now could be more than balanced by the introduction of Mary. Mary represented the triumphant victory over Eve's sin by being the vessel through which salvation was delivered in the form of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth. In addition, since Mary was no naked vamp, her placement alongside God and the Lord Jesus Christ also meant that femininity could finally be worshiped in the figure of Mary's strangely eternal virginity. (Since it is know that Mary had other children.) What the ascension of Mary accomplished was the ability of the Church to fully and forcefully celebrate the idea of womanhood as contained wholly within the maternal aspects of it. 

In the West, the term Cults has come to be used for groups that are perceived to have deviated from normative religions in belief and practice. They typically have a charismatic leader or one who has "special knowledge" that the rest of the group does not have.  The followers need the leader to provide their lacking knowledge.  A cult attracts followers who are in some way disenfranchised from the mainstream of society. Cults as thus defined are often viewed as foreign and/or dangerous.  The Roman Catholic "church" with their "pope" and Marian worship is the world's largest cult.  www.alemattec.com/Mary Worship . . . COLLYRIDIANISM.doc

Another dangerous cult, like the Roman Catholic "church" is the Seventh Day Adventist "church".  The founder of the Seventh Day Adventist Movement, Ellen White. Born in 1827, she suffered a brain injury aged 9 that totally changed her personality. She also began to have powerful religious visions.

Head injury

At the age of nine, Ellen was struck with a rock thrown by a fellow student. The injury severely disfigured her nose, and left her in a coma for three weeks.[11]

When Ellen Harmon had her first conversion experience, she would later write:
"This misfortune, which for a time seemed so bitter and was so hard to bear, has proved to be a blessing in disguise. The cruel blow which blighted the joys of earth, was the means of turning my eyes to heaven. I might never had known Jesus, had not the sorrow that clouded my early years led me to seek comfort in him." Review and Herald, Nov. 25, 1884, par.2

Shortly after her injury, Ellen, with her parents, attended a Methodist camp meeting at Buxton, Maine, and there, at the age of 12, she was converted. Two years later, on June 26, 1842, at her request she was baptized in the ocean by immersion.

www.alemattec.com/Seventh Day Sabbath . . . .doc

Millerite movement

In 1840, at age 12, her family became involved with the Millerite movement. As she attended William Miller's lectures, Ellen felt guilty for her sins, and she was filled with terror about being eternally lost. She describes herself as spending nights in tears and prayer, and being in this condition for several months. She was baptized by John Hobart in Casco Bay in Portland, Maine, and eagerly awaited Jesus to come again. In her later years, she referred to this as the happiest time of her life. Her family's involvement with Millerism caused their disfellowship by the local Methodist church.[12]

Marriage and family

Sometime in 1845 Ellen came into contact with her future husband James Springer White, a Millerite who became convinced that her visions were genuine. A year later James proposed and they were married by a justice of the peace in Portland, Maine, on August 30, 1846. James later wrote:

We were married August 30, 1846, and from that hour to the present she has been my crown of rejoicing....It has been in the good providence of God that both of us had enjoyed a deep experience in the Advent movement....This experience was now needed as we should join our forces and, united, labor extensively from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific....[13]

James and Ellen had four sons: Henry Nichols, James Edson (known as Edson), William Clarence (known as Willie or W. C.), and John Herbert.

Only Edson and William lived to adulthood. John Herbert died of erysipelas at the age of three months, and Henry died of pneumonia at the age of 17 in 1863.


William Miller (February 15, 1782 – December 20, 1849) was an American Baptist preacher who is credited with beginning the mid-nineteenth century North American religious movement now known as Adventism. Among his direct spiritual heirs are several major religious denominations, including Seventh-day Adventists and Advent Christians. Later movements found inspiration in Miller's emphasis on Bible prophecy. His own followers are known as Millerites.
In 1803, Miller married Lucy Smith and moved to her nearby hometown of Poultney, where he took up farming. While in Poultney, Miller was elected to a number of civil offices, starting with the office of Constable. In 1809 he was elected to the office of Deputy Sheriff and at an unknown date was elected Justice of the Peace. Miller served in the Vermont militia and was commissioned a lieutenant on July 21, 1810. He was reasonably well off, owning a house, land, and at least two horses.

Shortly after his move to Poultney, Miller rejected his Baptist heritage and became a Deist. In his biography Miller records his conversion: "I became acquainted with the principal men in that village [Poultney, Vermont], who were professedly Deists; but they were good citizens, and of a moral and serious deportment. They put into my hands the works of Voltaire, [David] Hume, Thomas Paine, Ethan Allen, and other deistical writers."[2]

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deist
Deism (i/ˈdiː.ɪzəm/[1][2] or /ˈdeɪ.ɪzəm/) is the belief that reason and observation of the natural world are sufficient to determine the existence of God, accompanied with the rejection of revelation and authority as a source of religious knowledge.[3][4][5][6][7] Deism gained prominence in the 17th and 18th centuries during the Age of Enlightenment—especially in Britain, France, Germany and America—among intellectuals raised as Christians who believed in one god, James 2:19,but found fault with organized religion and could not believe in supernatural events such as miracles, the inerrancy of scriptures, or the Trinity.[8]

Deist, those were followed Deism believed in the existence of "God," but denied the inerrance of Holy Scriptures, the Holy Bible, and the Godhead, the Holy Trinity, www.alemattec.com/The Trinity, God in three Persons -- God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Ghost . . . .doc, thus denying Christianity, and denying God the Father, God the Son the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and God the Holy Spirit.

Deistic ideas influenced several leaders of the American and French Revolutions.  American leaders who were Deist:

George Washington (February 22, 1732 [O.S. February 11, 1731] – December 14, 1799), was one of the Founding Fathers of the United States, serving as the commander-in-chief of the Continental Army during the American Revolutionary War. He also presided over the convention that drafted the Constitution, which replaced the Articles of Confederation. The Constitution established the position of President of the United States, which Washington was the first to hold.)

The exact nature of George Washington's religious beliefs has been debated by historians and biographers for over two hundred years. Unlike some of his fellow Founding Fathers, such as Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and Patrick Henry, Washington rarely discussed or wrote about his religious and philosophical opinions in any great detail, yet he frequently displayed a humble and gracious respect towards Providence in his personal letters and public speeches. He was a registered member at a number of churches, where he attended, but not regularly, and served as an Anglican vestryman and warden for more than a decade and a half at a time when everyone in politics in Virginia had to be Anglican, and vestryman was a low rung on the political ladder, serving civil administration needs as well.

George Washington was baptized as an infant into the Church of England,[3][4] which, before the American Revolution, was the state religion of the colony of Virginia.[5] Because the British monarch is the Supreme Governor of the Church of England, and its clergy are obliged to swear an Oath of Supremacy to the monarch.
Even during his lifetime, people were unsure of the degree to which Washington believed in Christianity. As noted above, some of his contemporaries called him a deist. Debate continues to this day regarding whether he is best categorized as a deist or as a Christian, and some writers have introduced other terms to describe a blending of the two.

Deism was an influential worldview during his lifetime.[58] Washington almost never referenced "Jesus" or "Christ" in private or public writings or speeches—there is one possible exception where he refers to the "religion of Jesus Christ". He sometimes used the word "God", but commonly used terms favored by deists, such as "Grand Architect" and "Providence".[59] These terms were also commonly used by the Freemasons.[60]

Historian Fred Anderson says that Washington's Providence was, "a generally benevolent, as well as an omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient being, but He was hardly the kind of warm and loving God embraced by the evangelical Protestants".[61]

Paul F. Boller, Jr. stated "Washington was no infidel, if by infidel is meant unbeliever. Washington had an unquestioning faith in Providence and, as we have seen, he voiced this faith publicly on numerous occasions. That this was no mere rhetorical flourish on his part, designed for public consumption, is apparent from his constant allusions to Providence in his personal letters. There is every reason to believe, from a careful analysis of religious references in his private correspondence, that Washington's reliance upon a Grand Designer along Deist lines was as deep-seated and meaningful for his life as, say, Ralph Waldo Emerson’s serene confidence in a Universal Spirit permeating the ever shifting appearances of the everyday world."[62]

Furthermore, George Washington was baptized on his death bed by a Jesuit “priest” that was a close friend of George Washington, Leonard Neal, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonard_Neale.  Further illustrated, here:


George Washington Died a Catholic
http://catholicism.org/george-washington-died-a-catholic.html


On February 1, 1800, a few weeks after Washington's death, Thomas Jefferson made the following entry in his journal, regarding an incident on the occasion of Washington's departure from office:[54][55]
"Dr. Rush tells me that he had it from Asa Green that when the clergy addressed Genl. Washington on his departure from the govmt, it was observed in their consultation that he had never on any occasion said a word to the public which showed a belief in the Xn religion (Christianity) and they thot they should so pen their address as to force him at length to declare publicly whether he was a Christian or not. They did so. However he observed the old fox was too cunning for them. He answered every article of their address particularly except that, which he passed over without notice. Rush observes he never did say a word on the subject in any of his public papers except in his valedictory letter to the Governors of the states when he resigned his commission in the army, wherein he speaks of the benign influence of the Christian religion. "I know that Gouverneur Morris, who pretended to be in his secrets & believed himself to be so, has often told me that Genl. Washington believed no more of that system than he himself did."



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_deists
Here are a few noteworthy Deists from that list directly above:

Benjamin Franklin (1706 – 1790), American polymath, one of the Founding Fathers of the United States.  (Polymath:  Someone who knows a lot about many different things.) In religion Benjamin Franklin studied many different religious beliefs, and generally was a Deist.

Ethan Allen (1738 – 1789), early American revolutionary and guerrilla leader.

James Madison (1751 – 1836), "Father of the United States Constitution", one of the Founding Fathers of the United States, and the 4th President of the United States.

Thomas Jefferson (1743 – 1826), Author of the Jefferson Bible, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jefferson_Bible, an American Founding Father, the principal author of the U.S. Declaration of Independence, and the third President of the United States.

Thomas Paine (1737 – 1809), English pamphleteer, revolutionary, radical, inventor, and intellectual, and one of the Founding Fathers of the United States.

Abraham Lincoln (1809 – 1865), the 16th President of the United States, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_views_of_Abraham_Lincoln.

Mark Twain (1835 – 1910), American author and humorist.

Thomas Alva Edison (1847 – 1931), American inventor and businessman.

Neil Armstrong (1930 – 2012), American NASA astronaut, test pilot, aerospace engineer, university professor, United States Naval Aviator, and the first person to set foot upon the Moon.

www.alemattec.com/Christian America, Articles of Confederation, Thomas Jefferson, the Resurrection, Patrick Henry, Islam and Obama's 'weakness'.doc


Washington, D.C. 

Washington District of Columbia, (D.C.) is actually its own country, and it is controlled solely by the Federal Government.  Washington D.C. is the U.S. legal system, in a nutshell, and all three legal branches of the American Government are located here, and are intended for checks and balances:  Executive (President, White House), Legislative (Congress -- House of Representative and the United States Senate, ) and Judicial (United States Supreme Court). 
The United States Constitution provided for a Federal District under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Congress and the District is therefore not a part of any state. The states of (Virginia and Maryland) – I'm sure you can't miss the Virgin Mary symbolism (<:) – each donated land to form the Federal District (Washington, D.C.,) which included the preexisting settlements of Georgetown and Alexandria.  Washington D.C. was named in honor of President George Washington, the City of Washington was founded in 1791 to serve as the new national Capital.  In 1846, Congress returned the land originally ceded by Virginia, and in 1871 Congress then created a single municipal government for the remaining portion of the District. 
Encyclopedia 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
http://www.thefullwiki.org/Rome%2C_Maryland
Rome, Maryland, was the original name of a community within Prince George's County, Maryland, which would eventually become Washington, District of Columbia. Specifically, Rome was the original community name of Capitol Hill, upon which the United States Capitol Building sits.
In 1663, the property that would become the Capitol's site was inscribed in the Maryland property records as “Rome,” its owner a man named Francis Pope. The southern boundary of this property was shaped by a river named for the river that runs through Rome, Italy, the Tiber.
The community was part of the ten mile square tract of land which would become the American capital Washington, D.C., and its owner, Daniel Carroll, transferred the community to the federal government after the amendment to the United States Constitution sanctioning the building of the new United States capital city was ratified.
Daniel Carroll was the chairman of a three-man commission appointed by President George Washington to find a suitable location for the capital city. A signer of the Declaration of Independence, Daniel Carroll was a Roman Catholic educated by Jesuits in Maryland and France. His brother John Carroll became the first Catholic bishop in America, presiding over the See of Baltimore, which included Washington, D.C. John Carroll also founded Georgetown University.
Sister cities
Washington, D.C., has fourteen official sister city agreements. Listed in the order each agreement was first established, they are: Bangkok, Thailand (1962, renewed 2002); Dakar, Senegal (1980, renewed 2006); Beijing, China (1984, renewed 2004); Brussels, Belgium (1985, renewed 2002); Athens, Greece (2000); Paris, France (2000 as a friendship and cooperation agreement, renewed 2005);[196] Pretoria, South Africa (2002, renewed 2008); Seoul, South Korea (2006); Accra, Ghana (2006); Sunderland, United Kingdom (2006); Rome, Italy (2011); Ankara, Turkey (2011); Brasília, Brazil (2013); and Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (2013).  Each of the listed cities is a national capital except for Sunderland, which includes the town of Washington, the ancestral home of George Washington's family.  Paris and Rome are each formally recognized as a "partner city" due to their special one sister city policy.

Are certain people hard wired in their brain to believe in God?  The God gene . . .
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_gene

-- 
Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
www.Alemattec.com 
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