United Methodist Church Appoints Transgender Deacon
https://www.yahoo.com/news/united-methodist-church-appoints-transgender-194914093.html
The United Methodist Church has appointed a transgender deacon
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2017/06/07/the-united-methodist-church-just-appointed-a-transgender-deacon/
2 Thessalonians 2:1-4
1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him,

2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.

3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.


Note:  " . . . a falling away first, . . . "  This speaks of the falling of men from the faith of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, from the purity of Gospel Doctrines, discipline, Worship, and ordinances.  This is not of some Jews who professed faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and then departed from it, or of some Christians who went off to follow the satanic doctrine of the Gnostics, but is to be understood of a more general defection in the times of the Papacy.  When not only the eastern Churches were perverted and corrupted by Islam, and drawn off to this satanic "religion".  Furthermore, the western Churches were most sadly depraved by the man of sin, the "pope" of Rome, by bringing in errors of all sorts in Doctrine, making innovations in every ordinance, and appointing new ones, and introducing both Judaism and Paganism into the Churches.
This falling away, is a great falling away from the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth.  Permitting women "Preachers" corrupted the whole of the Church.
Matthew 13:33
33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.
Luke 13:20-22
20 And again he said, Whereunto shall I liken the kingdom of God?
21 It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.
22 And he went through the cities and villages, teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem.
Note:  So what is the characteristic of this woman in the parable? First she took leaven. Now this is the common word used to mean "to come into possession of."  It's a common Greek word, but it can also have the connotation of "to seize," or "to take by force!" It doesn't say which connotation is here, but the next verb the Lord Jesus Christ used is the word hid. 

Now this is an interesting word. The Greek word for hid enkrupto.  It means "to hide in," or "to mix." It is used here, enkrupto, in only this way. It's kind of interesting that the Lord Jesus Christ used this word here. This word enkrupto is the same word from which we get our word encrypted.  A general tells his lieutenant, "Encrypt this message and get it to my major [or whoever] in the field." What does he do when he encrypts it? He mixes up the letters, or he gets a code, and that code stands for something else! Then it goes out . . . and only a person with the key to the encryption knows what the message is saying. 

The root word for enkrupto is krupto, and it means "to cover, to conceal, to keep secret." Its major connotation is "to be sneaky, or to be secret, or covert, or surreptitious." So this woman is up to no good whatsoever. First she takes something, which was not given to her, but something she takes, then she hides leaven in it!  Leaven, according to the Lord Jesus Christ is doctrine.  False, corrupt doctrine. She hides her Doctrine – which is corrupt, because a little bit of leaven corrupts the whole! Yes, indeed, she's a bad lady! She's a bad system! She's up to no good. Now she hides this leaven in three measures of meal. This is really interesting that the Lord Jesus Christ uses the very phrase "three measures of meal," and it is a key, because this Christ Jesus told His audience, the Hebrews, something that He didn't have to explain. It was something that they were familiar with. It was a normal practice and meant something to them, meant something to the Jews. 

Now it has been suggested that the Lord Jesus Christ used this amount because it's the average quantity of meal a housewife would employ in her daily baking. This is absurd when we consider that three measures of meal equal about 2 gallons of meal (7.3 liters). This is a lot. 

We figured out that an average loaf of bread contains about three cups of flour. So, two gallons of meal, which is the equivalent of about eight quarts, or thirty-two cups, would make nearly eleven loaves. That's a lot of bread! As bread was made every day. Furthermore, they she had to grind this meal every day to make bread. Even the most bread-gorging family on this earth would not eat eleven loaves in a day. Normally one loaf would be enough for two people per day. I know they had big families, but that's a lot of meal! 

Now let's go back to Genesis 18:1-33, and we're going to see the first usage of "three measures of meal." This is when the Lord Jesus Christ and two angels came up to Abraham, and Abraham’s made them a meal. The Lord Jesus Christ tells him in verse 5, "Go ahead and make a meal." So Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah and said: 

Genesis 18:6-8 Quickly, make ready three measures of fine meal; knead it and make cakes. Abraham ran to the herd, took a tender and good calf, gave it to a young man, and he hastened to prepare it. So Abraham took butter and milk and the calf which he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree as they ate. 

Now what was "three measures of meal" here? There's a law—a principle of Bible study—that says (it's called the law of first mention), "the first time a thing is mentioned in the Holy Bible influences how it should be interpreted or used throughout." What we have here is the first time "three measures of meal" is used. It's used in the context of a fellowship meal—giving hospitality, and to God—so it has a Spiritual connotation, IT IS WORSHIP! 

There is some instruction on the Law of grain offerings in Numbers 15:8-9. 

And when you prepare a young bull as a burnt offering, or as a sacrifice to fulfill a vow, or as a peace offering to the LORD [That's very interesting—a burnt, a vow, or a peace offering,] then shall be offered with the young bull a grain offering of three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with half a hin of oil. 

We need to know a little bit about Israelite measures. The smallest unit of measure is an omer. Three omers equal one seah. This seah is what is translated "measure" in Matthew 13:33, except its in Greek—saton. Three omers equal one seah. We also have an ephah. An ephah is ten omers. Ten omers equal one ephah. Three omers equal one seah. Three seahs made up of three omers, equal one ephah. These verses show that the smallest meal offering that could be given was one seah—three-tenths of an ephah. It had to be of fine flour. 

I know this is difficult, so let's go through it one more time. Three omers make one seah. Three seahs make one ephah. The smallest grain offering was one seah. Abraham gave three seahs—three measures. He went above and beyond what was required in the meal offering. 

Judges 6:16-19 shows Gideon's offering to Christ. How much did he give? 

Judges 6:16-19 Do not depart from here, I pray, until I come to You and bring out my offering and set it before You. And He said, I will wait until you come back. Then Gideon went in and prepared a young goat, and unleavened bread from an ephah of flour. 

Gideon gave an ephah—three measures of meal. 



In I Samuel 1:24 is Hannah's thank offering. How much? 

I Samuel 1:24 Now when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with three bulls, one ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the LORD in Shiloh. And the child was young. 


Hannah's offering was one ephah—three measures of meal. 

In Ezekiel 45:24 ; Ezekiel 46:5,7,11 are the offerings given at the Feast during the Millennium. How much is given? 

Ezekiel 45:24 And he shall prepare a grain offering of one ephah for each bull and one ephah for each ram, together with a hin of oil for each ephah. 

Ezekiel 46:5 And the grain offering shall be one ephah for a ram, and the grain offering for the lambs, as much as he wants to give, as well as a hin of oil with every ephah. 

Ezekiel 46:7 He shall prepare a grain offering of an ephah for a bull, an ephah for a ram, as much as he wants to give for the lambs, and a hin of oil with every ephah. 


Ezekiel 46:11 At the festivals and the appointed feast days the grain offering shall be an ephah for a bull, an ephah for a ram, as much as he wants to give for the lambs, and a hin of oil with every ephah. 

An ephah—three measures of meal—is given. 

With these examples in mind we can understand that the Lord Jesus Christ's use of this phrase would have made His Jewish audience think immediately of the Meal offering in Leviticus 2:1-16, and they would have been absolutely shocked to see that someone had the audacity, the blasphemy, to put leaven in a meal offering! On top of that, a WOMAN acting (hypocrite) as a Priest! That wasn't kosher! You didn't do it. To them, that was sin. So what would the normal Jew here have thought? He would have understood immediately that the Kingdom of Heaven was subverted, turned upside down, having been corrupted, overthrown by a woman! Something good had been subverted, turned upside down! Furthermore, a woman was making the offering! A woman Priest? Never! It was not Commanded by God.
Matthew 13:34-58

34All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a parable spake he not unto them: 

35That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world. 

36Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field. 

37He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; 

38The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; 

39The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels. 

40As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. 

41The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; 

42And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

43Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

44Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field. 

45Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: 

46Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it. 

47Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 
(My note here: Remember, sea means confusion, or the masses of unorganized peoples. What does a sea do? It goes out, and comes in, it is in turmoil, and drags things under, is constantly changing. The word world (kosmos) on the other hand, means an organized grouping: either a family a nation, a tribe, or those who think alike.)

48Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.


49So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, 

50And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

51Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood all these things? They say unto him, Yea, Lord. 

52Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old. 

53And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these parables, he departed thence. 

54And when he was come into his own country, he taught them in their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, and said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works? 

55Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? 

56And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things? 

57And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house. 

58And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief. 
Matthew 13:33
33Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.

The Kingdom of Heaven SHOULD be like unto unleaven, not leaven! Furthermore, the fact the the woman hid the measures speaks of her dishonesty by sneaking something in where it didn't and doesn't belong, i.e.: a woman preaching by "sneaking" into that area (meal or dough) which was reserved for use by God's Priests (today men Called to Preach the Word of God, the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ) whom He had ordained to Preach His Word. Woman usurping the role ordained by God specifically for men to Preach His Word. This is the explanation of Jesus' parable, that when women Preach God's Word, they bring in corruption with their Doctrine (leaven) and thus corrupt the whole of the Church, and only do so by sneaking into an area God reserved for His Preachers who were always men.

Main Entry: usurp
Pronunciation: yu-'s&rp also -'z&rp
Function: verb
Etymology: Middle English, from Anglo-French usorper, from Latin usurpare to take possession of without legal claim, from usu (ablative of usus use) + rapere to seize -- more at RAPID
transitive verb
1 a : to seize and hold (as office, place, or powers) in possession by force or without right <usurp a throne> b : to take or make use of without right <usurped the rights to her life story>
2 : to take the place of by or as if by force : SUPPLANT <must not let stock responses based on inherited prejudice usurp careful judgment>
intransitive verb : to seize or exercise authority or possession wrongfully 

The Babylon, phase of the apostate “church” is symbolized by the unchaste woman (called the Great Whore), sodden with the greed and luxury of commercialism -- specifically the Roman Catholic “church” mentioned here in (Revelation 17:1-6; Revelation 18:3; Revelation 18:11-20), and later those who used to protest the teachings of the Roman Catholic system of error, the Protestants. They, too, will go after the money that can be made in “religion”. They become wealthy, too, and build themselves great “churches,” going after the money like their “mommy,” and they themselves are harlots (like “mommy” they sell themselves for money, and make “merchandise” out of those who attend).

Main Entry: apos·tate 
Pronunciation: &-'päs-"tAt, -t&t
Function: noun
: one who commits apostasy

Main Entry: apos·ta·sy 
Pronunciation: &-'päs-t&-sE
Function: noun
Inflected Form(s): plural -sies
Etymology: Middle English apostasie, from Late Latin apostasia, from Greek, literally, revolt, from aphistasthai to revolt, from apo- + histasthai to stand -- more at STAND
1 : renunciation of a religious faith
2 : abandonment of a previous loyalty : DEFECTION
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Paul (<:) Jesus first! 
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